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 It is pleasing to see such a good response to the photographs of the Leyland 
Lorries of the Cement Marketing Co (Blue Circle Cement) in the winter 2009 issue 
of Leyland Torque.  This has resulted in more photographs being received together 
with lists of vehicles owned by the Cement Marketing Company and so I have 
decided to continue the feature with a further and enlarged set of 15 more photographs.  
In the last issue we covered the earliest period (where photographs were still 
available) up to the late 1940s; the majority of the pictures in the current issue take 
the story forward in time, well into the 1980s.  We must thank Gerry Bixley and 
Peter Davies for these additional pictures though several others have contributed to 
the feature.  It is particularly good that Peter Davies has rejoined the Society after a 
short absence and we look forward to being able to include some of his magnifi cent 
collection of photographs of Leyland lorries in future issues. 
 It would be good to cover lorries in other fl eets – do you have any particular 
favourites that you would like to see, or, even better, would you be able to send any 
photographs for publication?  If you are able to send any pictures these will be 
scanned and returned to you straight away – your help would be much appreciated.
 Turning to other matters, we could do with some more items for stock for 
both the Odd Bodies section and Food for Thought so, if you can fi nd any more 
teasers for Bob Kell or Allan Condie they would be much appreciated.  We still have 
a small stock of articles and your letters and photographs / articles are always very 
welcome.  We have number of regular contributors and people who write after 
virtually every issue with more information and photographs – thank you to all 
concerned as your correspondence helps to make the magazine so lively.  There are 
a few items that will have to be held over from this issue so please bear with me and 
they will be included as soon as possible.
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Problems with distribution of Leyland Torque No.45, Autumn 
2009
 We have had a major problem with members not receiving the Autumn 
issue of Leyland Torque.  As you will recall Post Offi ce workers were threatening 
industrial action around September last year and it would seem that a whole sackful 
of Leyland Torque magazines were lost in the system and were never delivered.  
This is an absolutely disgraceful state of affairs but …..!  Many members were on 
the telephone straight away to say “Where’s my Torque”, some others did not notice 
until Torque No.46 arrived, then realising that they were one missing (hopefully not 
too many of those!).  Anyway, we always have a few extra copies produced so , if 
you are still missing Torque No.45 please write to the Editor and one will be sent to 
you providing stocks last.

2010 Leyland Gathering 
You will recall that entry forms for the 2010 Leyland Gathering, which is 

being held by the British Commercial Vehicle Museum, entitled “Homecoming”, in 
Leyland this year, takes place on Sat/Sun 10/11 July 2010.  The Society stall with be 
there on the Sunday.  Please bring your Leyland along, or just come along to support 
the event.  Further entry forms can be obtained from the BCVM at King Street, 
Leyland, Lancs. PR25 2LE, or via Gary Dwyer – address on inside front cover – he 
is helping the BCVM with the administration for the event.

Spare Parts and Technical Knowledge
 Many members have their own vehicles and frequently requests are received 
by the Society for information on particular models or advice with certain problems.  
Traditionally, the members of the Committee have tried to answer these questions as 
best we can but our knowledge and resources are fi nite.  We have therefore decided 
that it would benefi cial if the Society has a coordinator for these enquiries and 
committee member Don Hilton has kindly agreed to take on this role.  Enquiries 
should still be made initially to the Society address or website where they will be 
forwarded to Don and coordinated by him.  We are not suggesting that Don will be 
able to fi nd the answer to all of your needs or questions but he may be able to put 
individuals in touch with one another.  The remainder of the Committee will, of 
course, continue to support Don as much as we can, as we have done in the past.
 We would also appeal for any Society members who have any specialist 
knowledge of Leyland vehicles or components and would be willing to answer 
enquiries from other members to make contact with Don, either directly or via the 
Society.  If you are able to recommend a particular company for providing good or 
specialist services we would also like to hear of them too.  In addition, people or 
organizations who hold a stock of spare parts that could be made available to Society 
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members should contact Don, either directly or via the Society, and he will collate 
the information received.  Please be assured, if you do not wish your details to be 
given to a third party we will respect this wish and we do not intend to publish any 
individual or organisation’s details to the general public or membership in general.  We 
do not envisage there will be regular demands on any individual but we are asking for 
individuals to be available to help as enquiries are received and processed by Don.
 If you can help, please come forward.  You may have knowledge that can 
assist others and others may be able to provide you with assistance so it is to our 
mutual advantage to support this initiative.  Amongst the Society members we all 
have a tremendous wealth of Leyland knowledge so let us make use of it together.

The Transport Trust Awards 2010
 Entries are invited for the Transport Trust Restoration Awards where cash 
awards, up to a maximum of £5,000 are made annually for high quality transport 
restoration projects which 
are well advanced but would 
be helped towards earlier 
completion by a modest 
cash injection.  The closing 
date for entries is 13th June 
and the award criteria and 
entry forms are available 
from the Transport Trust 
(www.transporttrust.com).  
In addition nominations are 
invited for the Transport 
Trust’s Preservationist of the 
Year and Lifetime Achieve-
ment awards, together 
with entries for the Young 
Preservationist of the year 
award, with cash prices of 
£500 to the winners.  Entries are invited from individuals or organisations not later 
than 1 May 2010. (So, come on all you Leyland restorers, there is money to be won here 
and this could help with the preservation of even more Leylands! – Ed)

Portsmouth Titan - from Adrian Butterfield, Boston, Lincs
 Readers may like to know that, in a yard not far from Boston, is a Leyland Titan 
TD2 converted to a tower wagon and registered RV 3412.  It must have been there 
for about 20 years although it was originally recorded as bought for preservation.  By 
now, it clearly needs a lot of work doing to it but it really ought to be saved and “re-
preserved”.  If nothing else it must be useful to someone for spares, if it is available?  
(Any interested party could contact Adrian via the Editor).
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 This is a rather short version of this topic this quarter as pressures of work 
at Leyland Trucks have meant that we are unable to complete this section and it is 
hoped that we can have a catch up  in the next issue.   We do however have some 
news left over from the last issue in that the Royal Mail has ordered 277 trucks, 20 
of which will be bodied at Leyland on the body production line. Steve Whelan of 
Leyland Trucks has kindly given us this technical information on the trucks:

The DAF LF45.180 is one of the market leading models assembled at the Leyland Trucks 
Assembly Plant.  It is powered by a PACCAR-badged Cummins ISBe 4 cylinder, 4.4 litre 
engine producing 180 bhp, this particular vehicle meeting Euro 4 emission levels.   One 
of the innovative production options available on this model is a box body that is built and 
fi tted at the factory, reducing the time to get the vehicle into service.         (Leyland Trucks)

The basic spec of the vehicle is:
• FA45
• Euro 5 
• Day cab 
• 140hp Cummins 4-cyinder FR 

engine
• 3.55m wheelbase 
• Exhaust brake 

• 5-minute auto engine stop 
• Manual 5-speed ZF gearbox 
• 3.73:1 rear axle ratio 
• Parabolic front & rear suspension 
• Dunlop 225/75 R17.5 tyres all 

round
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Ashok Leyland Bhutan School Bus

 As you will have noticed, the vehicle is fi tted with an Indian version of the 
Ford Cargo cab.  This came about due to the original Leyland holding in the company 
being sold to Iveco by Land Rover Leyland International Holdings in 1987.  During 
the period of Iveco involvement, the cab was produced by Ashok and fi tted to their 
lorries.  Ashok Leyland is now wholly owned by the Hinduja Group who continue to 
take the company forward in the developing Indian marketplace.  They have further 
refi ned the original Cargo cab into the version shown in the picture above which they 
have called the “Newgen” cab.  If you look closely, you can still see the Cargo origins 
but Ashok have produced an extremely attractive restyling package, complete with 
the “spinning L” Leyland symbol on the front.

 Peter Davies, the well-known truck enthusiast and truck photographer, has 
made his photographs available to other enthusiasts and put over 200 onto CD.  It is 
No.11 in his PD Truck Photos series and the CDs are available from him at £15.95 
incl P&P, from – Peter J Davies,  17 The Avenue, Flitwick, Beds  MK45 1BP, cheques 
payable to PD Truck Photos.

 John Bishop sent in this picture taken by his son, Ian, in December 2007 of a 
school bus seen in the Kingdom of  Bhutan.  The term “bus” is best used lightly as 
the vehicle is actually an Ashok Leyland lorry - apparently the army are required to 
provide school transport in the area due to the harsh terrain!
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In 1932 John Bennett of Croydon put a new fl eet of eleven Leyland coaches 
to work on their seasonal express services and excursions.  Their patrons should 
have been very impressed, because they really were the “latest thing”.  The batch 
was registered OY 2567 through to OY 2577, but the fl eet numbers did not quite 
match because of the usual reluctance among coach operators to use the number 
thirteen. OY 2573 became number 18 as a result.  Seven of the new fl eet were 
registered in March ready for the Easter traffi c and the fi nal four joined them in May 
for the summer season. The size of the batch of coaches belies the fact that Bennett’s 
was a moderate sized coach operator, although the Tigers would be the mainstay of 
the fl eet for the next twenty-six years!  
 The Leyland Tiger TS4 was the very latest in chassis design from the Leyland 
company in 1932 when Bennett took delivery of their new fl eet.  The new model had 
been introduced at the Autumn 1931 Commercial Motor Show and represented much 
more than a mere updating of the previous chassis.  It featured a redesigned frame, 
a new braking system, a new rear fully-fl oating axle and a powerful 7.6 litre petrol 
engine, all intended to capture the market for smooth running top quality chassis.  An 
oil engine was also offered for the new model, but in 1931 this type of fuel had not 
gained the universal acceptance it would have in later years and petrol power reigned 
almost supreme.   These 11 TS4 coaches had Leyland chassis numbers 756-765, but 
the fl eet numbers 7-12/14-18 did not quite match.

Above - OY 2574 at Malden (Fountain) working on hire to London Transport. (Alan Cross)
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The coachwork was built by Thomas Harrington Limited of Hove in Sussex 
to a design which had much in common with vehicles being supplied to Southdown 
Motor Services at the same period.  The design was quite simple, almost plain, with a 
straight waistrail and full width front canopy incorporating fl eetname and destination 
displays.  There was a “sliding head” or opening roof and the windows on both sides 
dropped down to provide what must have been very adequate ventilation.  The rear 
entrance door slid rearwards in Southdown style leading to a very well appointed 
interior with 32 luxury seats all facing forwards.  The completed vehicles would 
have looked very much at home among the products of contemporary coachbuilders, 
the more fl amboyant designs with stepped or curved waistrails were still two or three 
years ahead.  The livery was a distinguished cream and brown.  The lack of a roof 
mounted luggage rack, still common in 1932, was surprising for vehicles which were 
to spend their lives on coastal holiday express services and probably accounts for the 
footnote on the timetables which stated “one suitcase per person, no pushchairs or 
folding prams at weekends”.

OY 2571 in original 
condition awaits 
passengers for the 
evening journey 
home.
(Omnibus Society 
- JF Higham)

OY 2577 on 
hire to London 
Transport.  Note 
its later type 
TS4 radiator, 
about 4” deeper 
than the earlier 
models.
(Omnibus
Society – DWK 
Jones)
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The coaches represented a huge 
investment for the business and was 
probably the result of a new confi dence 
in the future of operations given by the 
security of licences granted under the 
terms of the Road Traffi c Act.  The fi rm 
had origins in the days of solid-tyred 
charabancs, probably prior to the First 
World War, and had always maintained 
an up to date fl eet, the limited company 
being formed in October 1926.  The 
earliest vehicles currently recorded for 
Bennett are Lancias in the early 1920s, 
followed by a large number of second-
hand Dennises.  In 1927 it advertised 
“Giant Pneumatic Tyred Super Coaches” 
and “Lancia and Dennis Motor 
Coaches”; by the following year the 
super coaches were “All Weather” and 
in 1930 patrons were advised that the 
company had “built an entirely new fl eet 

of the very latest and most modern type of saloon coach replete in every comfort”, 
much of this being achieved by rebodying these older Dennis chassis.  The fl eet of 
new Leylands were simply referred to as “Sun Saloon Coaches” and the fi rst, OY 
2567, featured in a photograph on the timetable.  In 1934 a line drawing of the same 
coach replaced the photograph and this was used on the various different editions of 
the timetable each year until 1937 when a Dennis Ace was shown.  In 1938 and 1939 
a photograph of OY 2568 was used, but the 1940 issue was reduced in size and had 
no illustration.  In 1946 the Dennis Ace appeared again, even though it had been sold 
seven years earlier, after which no pictures appeared on the timetables.
 Bennett operated fi ve main coastal express services each summer, all of which 
departed from Mead Place, West Croydon at 9.15am.  There were three main daily 
operations; to Worthing, Brighton, Littlehampton and Bognor Regis, to Eastbourne, 
Bexhill and Hastings and to Clacton.  Bennetts were keen to point out that they had 
the only direct service to Clacton from Croydon and District.  Two further routes 
operated on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday to Southsea and to Ramsgate, 
Westgate, Margate and Birchington.  In addition there was a range of day and half-
day tours and excursions to race meetings and special events.  Feeder services to 
and from Croydon were provided and bookings could be made at over one hundred 
booking agents throughout the area.
 The Tigers were joined by a pair of Dennis Ace coaches in 1934 and then by a 
former Southdown Tilling Stevens B10B2 coach, UF 4505 in 1938.  This vehicle was 
similar to OY 884 a Tilling Stevens purchased new in 1931 and rebodied by Harrington 

The 1934 leafl et (Omnibus Society collection)
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in 1935.  All of the older Dennis and Lancia coaches had been sold by this time and in 
1939 the fl eet comprised the eleven Tigers, two Dennis and two Tilling Stevens.
 The 1939 timetable, issued in May, showed a full set of services to the usual 
fi fteen coastal destinations along with regular race meeting excursions to courses 
at Epsom, Ascot, Lewes, Goodwood and Brighton. All were to operate until 30th

September. In addition there were regular excursions to the zoos at Whipsnade and 
Chessington, to Portsmouth for Navy week, and country tours to the Hopfi elds, 
Boxhill, Hindhead, Tunbridge Wells, Virginia Water and Windsor.  The leafl et for 
1940 shows only the regular express services, although it cannot be confi rmed that 
they actually operated.
 The enforced reduction in operations made some of the fl eet surplus and it 
would appear that the War Department commandeered three Leyland Tigers, the two 
Dennis Aces and the former Southdown Tilling Stevens, leaving eight Tigers and one 
Tilling Stevens.  The exact nature of the coach operations during wartime is unknown, 
it may be that some or all of the remaining fl eet was stored for the duration.
 The three Tigers that left the fl eet during the Second World War all had 
interesting subsequent histories. OY 2571 went later to Norfolk, to A A Culling of 
Claxton and then to Devon in 1948 to N C Born of Northlew where it ran until 1951.  
OY 2572 went to the Kent War Agricultural Committee and later gained the 1944 
registration GXE 901 before returning to Bennetts.  OY 2573 was operated by A E 
Olive of Billinghay, Lincs during the later years of the war, passing to C J Towler 
of Emneth in 1946, who had it rebodied with a Rainforth (of Lincoln) C33F body in 
1949 and operated it for a further ten years.
 Bennetts purchased just four Duple bodied Bedford OB coaches in the 
immediate postwar years so the nine remaining Leyland Tigers from the 1932 fl eet 
continued to provide most of the services.  In 1948 it was planned that three of the Tigers 
would receive new coachwork by a little known builder J Hogger of Godalming, but 
this concern was acquired by Dutfi eld who subsequently provided coachwork very 
similar in appearance to the then current Duple “A”design.  OY 2576 was completed 
in April and OY 2568
and OY 2575 in June 
ready for the main 
summer season.  Each 
chassis retained the 
petrol engine, but 
the appearance was 
modernised with a 
Cov-Rad radiator and 
new front wings. 

OY 2576 was 
used by the Omnibus 
Society later in 1948 
for a visit to Bristol.  

OY 2568 newly rebodied by Dutfi eld to a style very reminiscent of 
the Duple “A” design.           (Omnibus Society Collection)
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Alan Townsin recalls the favourable impression the vehicle made on the members 
and a print of the coach taken at Marlborough has this message on the reverse “A 
really good bus this - the chassis in wonderful condition.  I’d rather travel on this 
than most post-war coaches”.  The old Harrington bodies were advertised for sale in 
Commercial  Motor in October 1948.

 Six of the Tigers then remained in essentially original condition, although at 
least two, OY 2570 and OY 2577 had received the Cov-Rad modernisation.  Strachan 
rebodied all of them using two slightly different designs possibly indicating that 
some were dealt with in 1949 and some in 1950, but no exact dates are recorded.  
OY 2567, OY 2569, GXE 901 and OY 2574 have the earlier style of body with a side 
fl ash in contrasting colour whilst OY 2570 has multiple strips of polished aluminium 
beading below the waistrail.  At some point in time all of these received the Cov-Rad 
conversion and new front wings.

Bennetts seasonal seaside express services recommenced in 1946 and 
continued in essentially the same style of operation as in pre-war days, although 
Portsmouth was not served after the 1949 season.  Welcome out of season work 
was obtained by hiring the fl eet to London Transport to help it overcome the critical 
shortage of vehicles.  Bennetts coaches operated at Elmers End, Streatham and 
Sutton garages at various dates between 1947 and 1949.  Five of the Leylands, OY 

OY 2570 at Bognor in 
September 1949 with 
original bodywork and 
Cov-Rad radiator in 
its last season with this 
body. It was probably 
the last to be rebodied 
by Strachens.

(Alan Lambert)

OY 2567 approaching 
Wembley Stadium 
whilst serving with 
Pelham Coaches, the 
chassis being at least 
26 years old at the time 
of the photo.

(RHG Simpson)
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2568, 2569, 2570, 2574 and 2577 along with three Bedford OBs were specifi cally noted 
by enthusiasts at the time.
 Operations continued until 1958 when John Bennett (Croydon) Limited 
ceased to trade.  The licences passed to the associated company A Bennett and Sons 
Limited (which itself had origins in about 1930) and then to Timpsons in February 

1966.  All nine Tigers were sold to other coach operators in the summer of 1958 and 
most served their new owners for a number of years, a tribute to both their makers 
and their owners.

 Some years ago I began to use a letter heading for my correspondence 
which showed a Leyland Tiger coach from a Bennetts timetable. This has caused 
considerable comment from friends and family, not least amongst those who are 
also enthusiasts, but it is surprising how many people have replied to my letters and 
included some reference to knowing and travelling with Bennetts.  I have no family 
connections with the coach company or indeed with the Croydon area except for an 
elderly relative, now deceased, who lived in Cheam.  When buses were discussed 
with her she commented “I always travelled with Surrey Motors my dear”, and indeed 
she had, visiting most parts of the United Kingdom and many places in Europe on 
their extended tours.

OY 2575 with replacement 
Dutfi eld bodywork, new 
front wings and a Cov-
Rad radiator, giving the 
impression of a 1940s coach, 
but still with petrol engine.             
(Omnibus Society Collection)

GXE 901, formerly 
OY 2572, on hire to 
Shirley Coaches in 
April 1953, still with 
its winter radiator 
muff over its Cov-
Rad radiator.

(Alan Cross)
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That atmospheric picture in Torque 46 of Thames Valley buses in the winter 
of 1947/48 immediately put me into nostalgia mode, for earlier on that particular day 
I would have been in the picture myself on my way to school having alighted from 
one of the 1928 open-stair, petrol TD1s allocated for early morning ‘reliefs’.  Stabled 
overnight in the Reading depot yard, though equipped with starters since producer 
gas days, they must have needed considerable coaxing into spluttering life in winter.
 So, up snow covered stairs, handrails glazed with ice to the upper deck, 
windows opaque with frost patterns until thawed by the breath and tobacco smoke of 
twenty-four muffl ed-up passengers and condensation dripped from the roof sticks.  
Downstairs, the conductress in greatcoat, scarf and mittens cowering inside the 
saloon along with standing passengers – and that unique smell of Pool petrol !
 The single decker in the photo (car 342) is wearing its radiator muff, fi rst 
introduced on December 1st 1947 and made from parachute silk, bespoke for each 
vehicle but diffi cult to restrain in breezy service!  Registration numbers had been 
transferred to the dash from October 1947 reportedly to facilitate fi xing the muffs (but 
more likely in compliance with a Tilling Group directive).  It affected the appearance 
adversely, particularly on the mid-1930s Leylands – as did the later removal of front 
wheel rings.  Only a Cov-Rad could cause more visual mayhem!

Having blown about in the wind the bedraggled parachute makes Thames Valley JB 8343 
look rather scruffy.  This was a Tiger TS7, chassis 9396, with Brush 32-seater dual-purpose 
coach work, built in 1936 and No.304 in the TVT fl eet; it was hired to the subsidiary Ledbury 
Transport Co (formally trading as Thackray’s Way)                      (WJ Haynes)
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178. C. A. Wells (Torque Nos. 44, 45 & 46.)
Paul Lacey has traced this fi rm from Motor Transport Year Book 1932-1933 

– Transport Undertakings – “Charles A. Wells, 5 Union Street, Old Broad Street, 
London, EC – Transport contractors established 1875, partners W.C. & E.O. Wells.  
The fi rm operates bi-weekly and weekly services for the transport of goods on 
about 34 routes serving throughout the Home and Southern Counties, and the West, 
East Anglia and the Midlands.  The route mileage (weekly) totals 9,326. Rolling 
stock employed numbers approx. 200, including 68 contract lorries and 115 horse 
vans.  Chassis include Leyland, Thornycroft, Willys Overland, Guy, Scammell and 
Mercedes Benz, with Box, Tilt, Platform and Luton type bodies, load capacities 
ranging from 1 to 20 tons.  A number of the vehicles are of the six-wheel type, rigid 
and articulated”

Windy Gale also found a reference to a Wells, C.A. in the copies of the
Motor Transport Yearbook and Directory for 1932-38. He was led astray initially 
by the Long Acre address visible on the cab of the lorry in the photo on page 19 of 
Torque No.45, but once he had got that straight in his mind he was more inclined to 
think that we are talking about the same fi rm. The 1935-36 edition, Vol. 20, on page 
361, raises the number of vehicles to “350,including 240 motor lorries and 110 horse 
vans.”  But otherwise the details given are the same as above except that the Willys 
Overland and Thornycroft vehicles are no longer mentioned. The 1936-37 & the 
1937-38 editions give the same details again. However, the 1939-40 edition Vol.24  
has a couple of changes:
(a) The company is listed as “Wells (Charles A.) Limited, a private company, 
registered on 14th April 1939 to take over and carry on the business of transport 
contractors.  (Business originally established in 1875)”.   The rolling stock is 
described as of Leyland and Scammell manufacture (no mention of other makes).
(b). “Directors - E.O. Wells and A.A. Wells,  Chief Offi ces, 269, Cambridge Heath 
Road, E.2,  Registered Offi ce, 12, Union Court, London, E.C.2. Capital Authorised, 
- £200,000.  Issued - £101,135,  Debentures Registered (17th August 1939), - 
£60,000;  (4th. September 1939). - £60,000.”
 This might suggest that they have outgrown their original premises or simply 
that they did not show their original garage, only the offi ces in the early reports, or 
again that the Cambridge Heath Road address was their garage/works all along, as the 
two addresses are not that far apart.  Any information concerning vehicle repairs or 
building does not appear but it could safely be assumed that they did work for other 
transport contractors or that the lorries shown in the photos were their own but simply 
displaying the details of the companies for whom they operated under contract.
 In the 1939-40 edition (Vol 24), there is, on page 496, also a “Wells and 
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Mayner Ltd., Ladywell Walk, Hurst Street, Birmingham.  Motor Bus, Coach, and 
Lorry Proprietors, operating stage carriage and express services, also excursions and 
tours and goods transport.  Rolling stock includes 16 goods vehicles  operated under 
“A” licence.”  This company seems far less likely to be the one concerned with the 
photos but it is included just in case the fi rst proves to be the wrong one.
180. Leyland DD bodies rebuilt with late type windows (Torque 46)
 David Powell writes – the West Riding vehicle with the “Final Design” lower 
deck windows on page 21 is interesting.  It is a 1948 PD2/1 and appears to have a 
“Leyland Diesel” badge on the bonnet side (I don’t think they were fi tted until 1951 
build) and it has the small head light units as fi tted to some of the very late Leyland 
bodies.  I do not have any pictures of that batch of West Riding PD2 ‘s to see if other 
vehicles were treated to similar modifi cations but my guess would be that the vehicle 
was returned to Leyland for repair following a very serious accident about 1953/4.

Mike Fenton points out that Stanier’s TRF 61 was rebuilt with lower deck fl ush 
glazing by Staniers themselves.  (This was not the same glazing as used on the fi nal design 
Leyland bodies and was a much more crude affair – ed.) He also surmises that the two 
photographs of Alexander vehicles show Alexander R47, WG 3381, to be the original 
six-bay early all metal vee-front body extensively rebuilt and Alexander R121, WG
4923, to be the original Leyland body rebuilt. Mike is correct, as Alexanders rebuilt 
all of the six TD4s with vee-front bodies in the late 1930s to correct the body faults, 
and then the Gairn Terrace workshops at Aberdeen further rebuilt R44, R45, and R47 
in the early 1950s, using stock components which would fi t either the then current 
Leyland or Alexander bodies, as many parts were interchangeable.   The 50 TD4s 
delivered to Alexanders also received body rebuilds in the 1950s, but this varied 
depending on the workshop involved.  Many received Claytonrite Simplastic glazing 
in window pans to the same style as the early post-war Leyland bodies, whilst Gairn 
Terrace went even further and replaced front and rear domes and other parts on R119-
122.  Thanks also to Tony Hall for your comments Tony.
181. T. E. Short of Halifax

David Powell writes that in his childhood (a long time ago now!) the road 
through Todmorden was one of the main trans-Pennine routes and one of his 
recollections was a Halifax fi rm T .E Short and Son Ltd.  They had a very smart 
fl eet of Leylands, mainly Octopus with draw bar trailers.  Some of the vehicles were 
pre-war and their latest were the 1962 “Power Plus” model. The livery was dark 
blue with red lining and wheels, and they were loaded with wool bails heading for 
Yorkshire presumably from Liverpool.  He would like to fi nd out more about the 
company and it’s vehicles – does any reader have any ideas where to start ?
182. When is a Lion not a Lion?

Jasper Pettie recently commented on the Lion LT5Bs delivered to Alexanders 
in 1934.   These were a chassis type supposedly unique to Alexanders in that they 
were a Lion with a 6 cylinder engine.   The buses were, however, delivered with 4 
cylinder diesels and converted later.  Looking at photographs it would seem that 
they always had long bonnets, but Jasper remembers breaking one, which had been 
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bus P286 and later became Tow Wagon 184 in 1955.   This had a cowl in the front 
bulkhead of the type fi tted to the LT5A conversions, and a shorter bonnet.   The 
original Alexander bodies on these buses had no such fi tting, but some of them, 
re-bodied by Burlingham post-war, had a 2” fl at panel which protruded from the 
bulkhead into the saloon behind the engine.   The photographs (from Allan Condie’s 
collection) may give some clues, note that the body on P286 has been heavily rebuilt 
anyway.   The whole LT5B story with regard to Alexanders is intriguing and readers 
may be able to shed some light on this unusual marque which ought really to have 
been called a Liger or a Tigron?

(left) P287, WG 2335, 
with original body.   The 
preserved P63 has an 
almost identical body.

(right)  P286, WG 2334 
– rebuilt

183.   What is it ? – 
CEL 994

Peter Davies, Flitwick, 
has sent us this picture, 
taken by him in Helpston 
about 20 years ago.  Any 
clues ??
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 There has been a tremendous response to the photographs included in the last 
issue of Torque showing lorries of the Cement Marketing Company, trading as Blue 
Circle Cement.  This was clearly a fl eet in which many enthusiasts listed the numbers 
and types of lorry in their younger days and several took photographs.   These have 
included particularly Gerry Bixley, Maurice Doggett and Peter Davies, among 
others.  Gerry has kindly loaned us all of his photograph collection to scan pictures 
for the magazine, and Peter Davies has made his vast collection available so that we 
can bring the photographic record right up to date.  It has therefore been decided to 
include a Blue Circle, Part 2, so as to include as many variations of Leyland vehicle 
as possible.  Thanks also go to Neil Steele, Malcolm Wilford and Don Hilton for 
collating information and helping to write the captions for this interesting and well 
maintained fl eet.

The 12.B/3 tipper chassis found favour with CMC, fi tted with a short fl at it could carry 
6/7 tons of bagged cement with ease and was quite manoeuverable. With the post-war 
mass rebuilding programme came the need to supply cement in bulk. Cement is a heavy 
commodity to transport and CMC’s answer was to fi t a number of 12.B/3 chassis with tanks 
and Boyes third axle conversion, this involved moving the driving axle forward and fi tting 
a third trailing axle behind, this enabled about 8tons of cement to carried. Pictured is JXC 
748, Fleet No.600, 12.B/3, Chassis No.471994,  Line No.92,  which was new in September 
1947.                  (Arthur Ingram) 
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19, TSC13A Beavers were supplied inApril-May1938.  Here CTJ 575, No.358, Chassis No. 
17649, is loaded with around 7 tons of bagged cement.  The TSC13A chassis was built for 
tipper applications but CMC bodied theirs as fl ats, something to be repeated by CMC post-
war with the purchase of 12.B/3 Beavers.                        (G. Bixley)

Working pictures are always nice to see. Here is CMC No.583, HYR422, Chassis No.471244, 
Line No.52, unloading. The driver is supervising this operation and, as it’s a dry day, the 
sheet has remained rolled on the cab roof along with his sweeping brush.  The Fordson in 
the background is dwarfed by the Beaver.                      (G. Bixley)
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Two Briggs cabbed ECO1/R Comets, on the left is LUV 284, No.822,  and in the background 
is LUV 637.  Without their headboards the sheet on the cab roof can be seen, ready to be 
drawn over the load. There was an art to sheeting and roping alas now almost gone due to 
the introduction of curtainsiders.          (G. Bixley)

Here is Comet, NXW 373, Fleet No. 1059, ECO2/1R Chassis No. 533738 Line No.1016 new 
in April 1953.  Exactly what was hidden beneath the box shaped bodywork is not known but 
the ladder and walkway would suggest it may have been a tank, perhaps someone can help 
with a full explanation?            (G .Bixley)
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With materials becoming lighter it was possible to construct tanks enabling two axle 
chassis to carry a profi table payload. CMC purchased a number of Comet ECO2/2R tipper/
tractor chassis with 10ft 5in wheelbase.  TLO 362, Fleet No.1398 is an ECO2/2R , Chassis 
No.566420, Line No.1228, new August 1956.               (Arthur Ingram)

A forward control Comet became available in 1954 and again a large order was placed by 
CMC.  Most were fi tted with tanker bodywork and were able to operate at a new gross weight 
of just over 11¾ tons.  VLH 717, Fleet No.1498, is an ECOS2/2R, Chassis No.585305, Line 
No.1052  new in May 1958.                 (Peter J Davies)
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At the 1958 Commercial Show displayed on the Carmichael & Sons (Worcester) Ltd stand 
is CMC Fleet No.1537, the fi rst production 14SC/2R Super Comet, Chassis No.585405 Line 
No.1. It was powered by the O.375 engine and full air brakes it was rated at 14 tons gross 
and was eventually registered VXD 486.       (G. Bixley collection)

No.2446, DLU 380C, was one of 2 light-weight Octopus new in Jan.1965, model 24LWO/
1AR, chassis L24813, line no.249..  Its sister DLU 379C, chassis L24812, line 248, was 
No.2445. With its LAD ‘Vista View’ cab and ‘Power Plus’ engine range, this was one of the 
best engineered chassis on the market at the time.              (Peter J Davies)
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Listed as model 24LOT/2R Octopus this was one of 13 delivered in 1967. It had a 15ft 9in 
wheelbase and overall length of 29ft 9in allowing a body of 24ft 8in long.  The Ergomatic 
cabbed heavy range was introduced under the banner ‘Freightline’ with a range of engine, 
gearbox and suspension options.              (Peter J Davies collection)

Although the Cement Marketing Co. purchased makes other than Leyland, they continued 
to take many representatives of the Leyland range, right up to the end of Leyland Motors.  
Here is a Leyland Bison 2, Model 4BN11A.24N2, one of 51 delivered between April 1980 
and March 1981.                                                 (Peter J Davies)
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MUV 922X was a Leyland Constructor 24.21 bulk cement tanker with Leyland TL11 
engine, a turbocharged development of the O.680 producing 210bhp gross. The vehicle 
was photographed in bad weather during January 1986, heading towards Flitwick, 
Bedfordshire, on the A5120 near junction 12 of the M1 motorway.              (Peter J Davies)  

This Constructor 30.21 eight-wheel bulk powder tanker, was captured on fi lm at Toddington 
M1 Services on a dull December day in 1986.  It had the Leyland TL11 engine and Albion 
hub-reduction rear axles, the model having been developed and built in Watford by 
Scammell,  based on their highly successful Routeman 3.             (Peter J Davies)    
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Badged as a model 17.25, with Rolls Royce Eagle 265Li engine.  The ‘17’ relates to the 17 
tonne gross  weight of the tractor while ‘25’ is simply the approximate fi rst two digits of the 
bhp power output.  When fi rst introduced the Roadtrain two-axle tractor was rated at 16 
tons gvw, the then limit, but this was subsequently raised to 17 tonnes.       (Peter J Davies)

The 20.35 T45 Roadtrain was based on the Scammell Trunker and had a centre “pusher” 
axle.  It had a Rolls Royce Eagle 350L 12.1 litre turbo charged engine, the high datum C40  
cab, and a gross vehicle weight for the tractor unit of 20 tonnes.  It is seen at the Houghton 
Regis, Dunstable, plant of Blue Circle, shortly before it closed.                   (Peter J Davies)
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Four Leyland bodied Titans, all of which originated from Leicestershire.   Barton, Chilwell, was a parti
location is Wharncliffe Road, Ilkeston.  This was used as the terminus on Saturdays when the market 
place is pedestrianised.  At the head of the queue is DUT 127, with GUT 455 (the PD2/1) bringing up t
their services to Midland Red.  Barton bought most of the fl eet, the PD1 and PD2/1, 2 Daimler CWA6, 2 fl eet, the PD1 and PD2/1, 2 Daimler CWA6, 2 fl
the routes suited highbridge buses.  The staff there must have thought it was Christmas because the All
Alexander and was later rebodied with the Duple L55F body from a Barton PD1 (472), in 1962.  It is on 
The centre two ‘deckers were PD1s bought from Leicester City Transport; six were purchased in 1959 
would be on various versions of the Cotmanhay - Ilkeston - Kirk Hallam service.      
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articularly fond operator of the PD1, with its 7.4 litre E181 oil engine, and three are depicted here.  The 
ket was held on the Market Place which was the usual terminus. It is now used all week as the market 
up the rear.  They were purchased by Barton after Allens, Mountsorrel ceased trading in 1955 and sold 
6, 2 Tiger PS1 and 2 Dailmler COG5s.  Most of the ex Allens fl eet was at Ilkeston depot, partly because fl eet was at Ilkeston depot, partly because fl
 Allens buses were superbly maintained.  DUT 127 had a body to Leyland design but sub-contracted to 

s on route 15 to Long Eaton and Sawley, one of the busiest services Barton had; it ran every 15 minutes.  
59 and ten in 1960 giving very good service with Bartons, one or two at least running until 1972.  They 

                      (Mike Sutcliffe collection) 
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Thanks to John Bennett, David Charlton, Wilf Dodds, Mike Fenton, Peter Greaves, Tony 
Hall, Tony Holdsworth, Robin Jenkinson and Ron Thomas.  Last August l spent a (rare) 
sunny day in the Cumbrian town of Cockermouth – we all know what later happened there.  
In all the consequent discussion by experts on ‘once in a hundred (or even a thousand) 
year’ events, I did not hear one refer to the Lynmouth fl ood of 1952 recalled in the last 
issue.  Is the public memory of tragic events limited to the last 50 years only?

Argosy Coaches,  Leyland Tiger TS8,  FLM 429 (Torque Nos.44-46)
 Ron Thomas produces crucial evidence from the book on Grey-Green which 
depicts FLM 686 from the same batch as FLM 429 but is different from FLM 429
shown in Torque No. 44.   So, where did the body on FLM 429 come from?

Stevenson, Uttoxeter,  Leyland Tiger TS3,  WG 37 (Torque No. 46)
WG 37 was a Tiger TS3 (chassis no. 61367) new to W Alexander (No. 667, 

later P83) in March 1931, with a Cowieson C26F body.  Oddly, although Alexanders 
purchased all of the production Tiger models, this was their only TS3 which was a 
short-wheelbase (16' 6") version of the TS2 intended for buses of 26ft overall length.  
The market declined for ‘heavyweight’ short buses after the Road Traffi c Act was 
enacted in 1931 and production generally reverted to the longer TS1.

WG 37 passed to Stevenson (No.10) in June 1944 and is reported as rebodied 
by Lawton as a 30-seat bus and fi tted with a Cov-Rad radiator.  So, which body 
was depicted?  The photograph was taken post-1950, judging by the surrounding 
vehicles, but this doesn’t look like a ‘new’ body to me and has the appearance of an 
early 1930s body which has been renovated.
G W Austin Ltd, Woodseaves, Beadle-Leyland, 968 ARF (Torque No.46)
 This presented no diffi culty to our correspondents, and note the corrected 
registration number above.  A Beadle-Leyland chassisless FC41F coach to maximum 
dimensions and ‘new’ in April 1954.  The chassis number was JCB364.  ‘Happy 
Days’ also had JCB365, registered 379 BRF which is depicted her, together with 968
ARF which had its front rebuilt as shown.  The basis of both were 1930s Burnley, 

Not really relevant to this TS8 but 
we have room here to include this 
very nice picture bought recently on 
eBay from Brian Botley, depicting 
an earlier Grey-Green Tiger, a TS7 
with Harringhton coachwork  In 
service pictures of coaches from 
the late 1930s in original pre-War 
condition are not easy to fi nd. 

(Brian Botley collection)
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Colne & Nelson Leyland  Titan TD4s, re-engined with E181 7.4 litre diesels.
 Readers may be more familiar with the Beadle rebuilds for the BET operators 
East Kent, Maidstone, Southdown, Potteries, the Yorkshire companies and Northern/
Wakefi elds mostly with Leyland-based running units.  These were 35/37 seat coaches, 
of a more stylish design than 968 ARF and 379 BRF, which one correspondent 
suggests was deliberately designed as a full 41-seater. The ‘Austin’ Beadles were 
also used on services as depicted.
 These Beadle rebuilds intrigue me as we (NEBPT) have started to restore 
a Northern General example, based on an AEC Regal, and we examined the ex-
Maidstone & District Beadle-Leyland under restoration for Thorne’s of Selby.  The 
Beadle alloy ‘hull’ to which the front and rear chassis sections are attached is in 
staggeringly good condition despite 20 years in a Sussex scrapyard.
 The BET fl eets with their very competent central works (and plenty of 
inherently reliable 1930s Leylands and AECs with ageing bodywork) could easily 
have completely refurbished the donor chassis (single-deck or double-deck) and 

968 ARF
(Mike Sutcliffe 
collection)

379 BRF 
(Peter Yeomans – 
OS collection)
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driven it to  Beadles at Rochester.  There Beadle presumably cut the chassis and 
mounted the front and rear onto the Beadle hull, Routemaster fashion.  But what 
would Austin have done?  Did they buy the Titan chassis and recondition them or 
was that left to Beadle to do?  Beadle, of course, had a history of re-working elderly 
but reliable vehicles of various marques to up-to-date dimensions.

Smalls, Birmingham,  Leyland Royal Tiger,  LOH 854 (Torque No. 46)
 A number of Society members remember this vehicle.  The chassis was type 
PSU1/11 (No. 505701) and the body by Auto-Cellulose, C37C, new 6/51.   This was 
a Smethwick fi rm and this is reputably the last coach body they built, which took 
a while to complete.  Robin Jenkinson remembers it running later for Johnson of 
Hanslope who had a stage service into Northampton.
Corrections of information – In Torque No.46 the Pochin bodied PS1 was of course JNC 
717, and the TD1, GE 7222, had chassis 70994. 

NEW ITEMS:
Four Leyland Cubs - Widely distributed around England and Wales, these four 
Cubs should test our contributors – Cubs usually do!

 (Alan  B Cross)

? Hawkey, Newquay? 
Leyland Cub KP,  
BAF 453
       Cornish registered 
and seen in imposing 
surroundings, possibly in 
Wales, but where?

Corona, Sudbury, 
No.16, Leyland 
Cub KP, GV 883
 Smart and fi tted 
out for an express 
service? But whose 
coach-work?
(Roy  Marshall collection)
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LCW, Landeilo,  Leyland Cub KP ,  TH 4330
 South Wales in this case and at its home depot perhaps but who built its 
coachwork?

(Operator?)  Leyland Cub SKP,  RJ 9631
 Salford-registered but Salford is hardly a Cub’s hunting ground so it may 
have moved on.  From whom, to where?  Is the body really a 1930s one?

(David Charlton collection)

(RHG Simpson)

Leyland Torque 47.indd 29Leyland Torque 47.indd   29 25/2/10 20:38:1125/2/10   20:38:11



30 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 47    Spring 2010

By 1937 with a persistent characteristic, Charlie Deamer graduated to the 
post of a qualifi ed motor engineer, though he did not get on with Mr G Pulfrey.  
Attending a local college, he completed a motor engineering course, qualifying with 
distinction and, as Pulfrey left his Sheffi eld post to take up the Managerial position 
at Kingston upon Hull, Deamer’s career was assured.  Thomas Anthonies succeeded 
Pulfrey and he favoured Charles Deamer with a technical post at the Central Works 
at Queens Road.
 There were still problems with “slipping” torque converters, particularly in the hot 
summer months on the very hilly services to Shirecliffe and Southey Green, and Deamer 
was appointed by Anthonies to look into the problem and to fi nd a cure.  Overheating 
of the Paraffi n/Lubricating oil mixture was the root cause and Charlie consulted the 
specifi cation recommended by Leyland.  Immediately he saw that the “high boiling point 
grade” of Paraffi n had not been adhered to,  Sheffi eld had been using a cheaper, lower grade 
– after this was rectifi ed, an improvement was immediately effected.  Not withstanding 

Above  –  EWJ 304, a TD5c from the jointly owned “B” fl eet.   As well as the modifi cation 
to the upper deck front windows, the Nos. 1-6 “B” and 368-394 “A” were required to be to 
the maximum height of 14 feet 3 inches.  This was to permit use on routes with restricted 
clearance, due to low bridges.         (BCVMT  L021590)

Charles Deamer Graduates to Bus Engineer
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this, there continued to be loss of drive in certain circumstances of operation.  Being 
an amateur gardener, Charlie was familiar with maximum and minimum temperature 
gauges and ingeniously he used small examples placed in the converter fl uid header tank.  
On taking out a “Gearless Bus” on test, he could confi rm the exact point of the loss of 
drive experienced, by checking the two readings.

Photographs of the DWB 
registered Cravens bodied 
TD4c buses are diffi cult 
to fi nd but here is 329 on 
Exchange Street with a 
North Western Dennis 
Lancet.  329 was burned 
out in 1945.

(K Beeden collection)

TS8c No.156, FWJ 856, 
was a 1939 delivery for the 
“C” Fleet, seen at Midland 
Station in 1948

(K Beeden collection)

Final Deliveries of Gearless Buses
 It was announced by Leyland Motors Ltd. in July 1939 that the torque 
converter Titan TD7c and Tiger TS11c chassis options were to be withdrawn, 
presumably the conventional constant mesh gearbox was to be standard. There were 
apparently plans to offer a Synchromesh gearbox, when that was proved and tested.  
The commencement of the 1939-45 War was only two months away, after which 
normal production was severely curtailed though Sheffi eld received TD5c Titans 
and TS8c Tigers with Cravens bodies, delivered by 1940. The last Gearless Buses 
of all were twelve Titan TD7c models equipped with the handsome Leyland body 
to the latest smooth style, with delivery not completed until 1942.  To complete 
the Sheffi eld Titan TD7 picture, two unfrozen Leyland bodied examples (from a 
Western SMT order) were received, and two TD7s with Northern Coachbuilders 
bodies arrived in 1942.  These four were however of the standard gearbox type.
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 At the end of hostilities in 1945, many of the 1934-38 torque converters were 
in a poor condition.  The lack of spare parts was a factor, so a small number of TD5c, 
and a solitary TD7c, were converted and fi tted with constant mesh gearboxes.  Three 
TS8c Tigers were refurbished and retained their “Gearless” transmission.  The last 
”Gearless” Titan of all in Sheffi eld , TD7c No.457, was withdrawn and sold to a 
local building contractor in 1956.  So ended an era of an unusual and charismatic 
form of passenger transport.  A fi tting conclusion to this account will I am sure be of 
interest to anyone unfamiliar with the driving of or riding in an 8.6 litre Titan TD5c, 
and this is set out below.

Driving a Titan Torque Converter "Gearless Bus" in 1948
 The bus in question is to operate Sheffi eld route 3, OUTER CIRCLE, a short 
working from Malin Bridge to Bellhouse Road.  After entering the cab and taking his 
seat the, driver on glancing around would notice that although the hand controls, a 
change speed lever to his left, and the hand brake to his right, were normal, the foot 
controls were not!  On the right of the steering column was the accelerator pedal and 
the brake pedal was in the center. On the left, where one would expect a clutch pedal or 
preselective gear engaging pedal, but there was simply a foot rest.   A knowledgeable 

 Leyland supplied 
twelve handsome 
Titan TD7c Titans at 
the outbreak of War.  
The frontal treatment 
was improved and the 
projecting destination 
box was eliminated, 
when compared to the 
earlier TD5c Titans.  
460, GWJ 630, is 
about to convey a 
new load of punters 
to the St.Leger Horse 

Race meeting at Doncaster.  The 77 Special service was operated by double deckers, over a 
modifi ed route.          (JH Turner)

An interesting quartet 
is seen at Pond Street.  
455,GWJ 625,  a Category 
“A” TD7c has a sister 
vehicle on its off side.  
Two “unfrozen” Leyland 
bodied TD7s, 474/475, 
are on the extreme right.  

 (J H Turner) 
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driver would now be aware 
that he was in control of a 
“GEARLESS BUS”.
 We shall assume 
that the vehicle is GWE 730,  
Titan TD5c with a Cravens 
body, new in 1940, and 
number 431 in the “A” fl eet. 
The time is 4.10pm towards 
the end of June. It is a warm 
day and we have a fair 
loading of passengers.  The 
driver checks for intermediate 

position (neutral) by means of the left-hand lever, presses the starter button on the dash 
in front of him and the engines comes into life.  There are two bells from the conductor, 
the control lever is pushed forward and a slight clunk comes from the toggle-clutch as 
the torque converter is engaged.

The handbrake (push on type) is released and pulled back, a “tickety –tick” 
sound from the free-wheel is noticeable.  On accelerating, this ceases and the bus 
moves forward very smoothly and turns right into Holme Lane.  The engine is 
revving at its maximum governed speed, the road speed increasing until at about 20 
mph the change speed lever is pulled back into direct drive.  Approaching the stop 
before Middlewood Road, the brakes are applied and a few yards before we come to 
a halt, the lever is pushed forward to engage the converter.  The free-wheel sound is 
again heard and the bus coasts to a halt, with a fi nal application of the foot brake.  
Starting off once more, a left turn is made into Middlewood Road where the slight 
gradient necessitates the constant use of the converter.  The engine is again running 
at the governed speed, and there is a constant, steady drone from the induction 
system.  The gradient levels out alongside Hillsborough Park and the lever is pulled 
back into direct drive.  With a slight clunk, the drone is replaced by the mellow roar 
of the 8.6 oil engine, similar to a standard TD5. 
 Turning right we traverse Leppings Lane, passing the Sheffi eld Wednesday 
Football Ground in the process.  On leaving the LeppingsLane /Herries Road stop, 
the usual procedure is followed and on reaching the Five Arches Railway viaduct, 

GWE 730 –  The last batch 
of Craven double deck buses, 
arrived in 1940.   They were 
to a much “Sleeker” styling 
than hitherto.  Twelve in total, 
430  in Category “A” were all 
withdrawn in 1949.

(J A Hunt)
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an angler from the adjacent pond is picked up.  Given the starting bell, the driver 
fully depresses the accelerator, the engine reaches its governed speed, and 
simultaneously the hand brake is released. Slowly, the bus moves forward up the 
hill, though the engine is racing, progress at best is “steady”. We pass Scraith Wood 
to stop at a point near Penrith Road and at this stage there is a wisp of steam from 
the radiator cap. It is a warm day and we have a”boil” on. Laboriously starting off 
again, we reach the summit at Moonshine Lane and on stopping to set down, steam 
blows furiously from the radiator cap.  Allowing a couple of minutes to cool down, 
the water is replenished from an obliging shopkeeper nearby.  We were lucky that 
the fl uid in the converter did not “gasify”, or there would have been a loss of drive. 
Continuing down Herries Drive, with direct engagement, the steep pull up Longley 
Lane necessitates a forward movement of the lever to engage the torque converter to 
climb to the stop opposite the Firth Park Grammar School.  The change is achieved 
by leaving the right foot fl at down on the accelerator and pushing the control lever 
forwards, the engine again attaining its governed speed, stopping near the school.  
There is one more slow climb to Sheffi eld Lane Top and here we turn right into 
Hatfi eld House Lane, travelling on this level throroughfare,to the terminus at 
Bellhouse Road, breathless, after an almost four mile journey, ready to return to 
Malin Bridge on route 2.
 Passengers all off, the bus turns right into Bellhouse Road, prior to reversing 
into Shiregreen Lane opposite the Concord Park gates.   Neutral is selected, and then 
an attempt to engage reverse is frustrated by a grinding noise from the selector dogs.   
Stubbornly, reverse gear cannot be engaged, but our driver has experienced this 
problem before.  The trick here is to stop the engine and re-engage reverse ratio –  
usually this was successful.  If not the process was repeated until reverse was 

DWJ 114, a Tiger TS8c had its Cravens B32R metal framed body refurbished in 1947.  The 
Torque Converter transmission was retained. No.114 in the “B” fl eet was new in 1938.  It is 
seen stacked on the Pond Street Parking Ground in 1950.                                   (K Beeden)
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selected!  Drawing up to the stopping place, the engine was stopped, to wait departure 
time to return to Malin Bridge.
 This adventure was a fairly typical journey on a “GEARLESS BUS”, a mix 
of fl at and hilly terrain, having one long ascent and one moderate descent down 
Longley Lane.  The latter feature would remind the driver that there was very little 
engine braking effect on this type of bus and with much reliance on the brakes.

A Refurbished Tiger TS8c
 Surprisingly, three of the 1938 series of Tiger TS8c /Cravens single deckers 
were refurbished in the late 1940s, each retaining the original torque converter 
transmission.  The Category “B” fl eet number 114, DWJ 114,and Category “C” 
Railway owned buses 164/165, DWJ 164/165,  were the ones concerned, all with 
Cravens B32R bodywork, the latter often found on the 85 Gainsborough route.
 On a Saturday afternoon in 1950, I was fortunate to complete a run on a short 
working of the Sheffi eld to Swallownest service. The TS8c, 114, was scheduled to 
operate an extra to the normal service bus (usually a Weymann bodied Tiger PS1) as 
far as Treeton, some two miles short of the usual destination.  In comparison with the 
double deck TD5c Titans, the TS8c was quite on top of the job endowing a spirited 
performance, climbing steep Fitzwalter Road and the long pull up City Road with 
ease. Probably the lighter weight of the single deck machine, was the reason for the 
difference.  There was the need to reverse at Treeton and this was achieved without 
recourse to stopping the engine!
 On an evening journey to Unstone, a short working on the route 12, 
Chesterfi eld service, on TD5c Titan 386, the driver (an Ex Leeds Corporation man) 
was unfamiliar with the “Gearless Bus” that he was in charge of.   At Unstone, he 
needed to reverse, inevitably, 386 refused his efforts to fi nd reverse.  As I, at sixteen, 
could offer some advice, my suggestion to the conductor, to “tell the driver to stop 
the engine and then try again” was gratefully accepted!

165, DWJ 165 was a 
Railway owned “C” fl eet 
member and was similar 
to 114.   The “Gearless 
“ Tiger TS7c and TS8c 
Tigers were employed 
on longer distance 
services such as the 85 
Gainsborough, Lincs, 
and the 48, Manchester 
via Woodhead,  services. 
Most operators preferred 
to use the manual 
transmission on similar 
duties.            (J A Hunt)
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 Spare parts for the Torque Converter vehicles were in short supply, though I 
believe that Sheffi eld managed to acquire some old stock from Wallasey Corporation, 
during the 1950s.  The fuel economy of a Gearless Bus must have been poor when 
compared to a conventional vehicle having a normal clutch and gearbox.  When a 
Gearless was climbing a hill, engine revving on the governor and coming to a halt, 
the waste of fuel would be obvious.  Additionally, wear and tear on the brakes would 
also be severe.   No doubt great pains were taken to ensure that frequent adjustment 
and maintenance was taken care of.

Charles Deamer End Piece
 Charlie Deamer succeeded StanleyWalker, becoming Chief Driving Instructor 
in 1951, retiring in 1966.  I was invited to interview him in 1993, at the age of 92, 
and he reminisced on his long career with the Sheffi eld undertaking, with some 
interesting anecdotes.  His description of the advice to drivers of “Gearless Buses” 
on how to deal with the problem of loss of drive when hill climbing, struck a chord 
in my memory: –
Making a shopping trip to Sheffi eld on a Saturday morning during the summer of 
1945, I returned to Shiregreen on the 151 service via Sicey Avenue.  The bus working 
on the duty was 427, GWE 727, which was a Cravens bodied Titan TD5c, new in 
1940.  Leaving the Bridge Street Bus Station, within a quarter of a mile, 427 started 

This Cravens bodied TD5c Titan, 340, EWA 540, in the Category “A” fl eet, was refurbished 
in 1947 and a clutch and constant mesh gearbox fi tted.  The post war increase in traffi c 
caused a requirement for double deck buses on the Retford, 82 service, and the 85 short 
working,  Seen in Pond Street in 1948.                (Roy Marshall)
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the climb up Chatham Street. Towards the top, the junction with Rock Street was 
reached and here the bus had to turn right, over the railway bridge.  At this point the 
gradient became quite steep, with engine revving at maximum, we slowly came to a 
halt.  Pushing the hand brake on, the driver glanced rearwards into the saloon, the 
conductor was aware of the problem   He returned to the platform, and after checking 
that there was no following traffi c, the conductor gave two bell rings and the driver 
slowly reversed back down to a more level piece of carriageway.  Pausing for a 
couple of minutes, a second attempt to climb the hill was made.  This time the turn 
into Rock Street was successful, although only at a crawl and as the gradient eased, 
we made our way to Shiregreen. with no further trouble.  Apparently this advice to 
reverse down hill, pause and to try again, usually worked.  Charlie could not explain 
the reason for this solution to this problem, but it evidently was successful.  Charlie 
Deamer passed away in October 1998, aged 96 greatly missed.

Torque Converter Fleet Totals
 The Sheffi eld bus fl eet at the outbreak of War numbered 355, with a high 
proportion being Leylands with torque converters.  With the fi nal deliveries in 1942, 
there were 200 Leyland torque converter type vehicles, made up as follows  –  1 
Titan TD2c,  10 TD3c (petrol),  11 TD3c (oil),  56 TD4c,  59 TD5c,  and 12 TD7c all 
with oil engines.  There were 15 Titanic TT2c (petrol) – see Torque No.44 for further 
details,  also 17 Tiger TS7c,  and  18 TS8c.  One TD3c, number 129, a railway 
vehicle owned by the LMS Company, was reportedly converted to constant mesh 
transmission, soon after delivery.
Correction – Peter Greaves informs us that the caption on page 35 of the last issue, Sheffi eld 
Part 1, shows BWE 36 which was a TD4c, not TD3c – Thank you Peter.

(Ex-demonstrator TD4c, ATJ 778 at the end of it’s working life is seen, at Pond Street, 
between an AEC Regent and 476, a NCB  utility bodied Titan TD7 with typical “stove-pipe” 
rear dome.                   (Roy Marshall) 
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Above - The last of the Pochin bodied Tigers when fairly new                    (Michael Taylor)

 Following publication of the picture of Pochin-bodied Leyland Tiger PS1, 
JNC 717, in the Odd Bodies section of Torque No.46, it might be of interest to 
members to know a little more about this company, one of the many that bodied, or 
re-bodied, passenger chassis in the diffi cult post-war period.
 The business was founded in 1934 by Cedric Pochin as joiners and carpenters 
with premises in Castlefi elds, Manchester and in 1935 became a limited company 
as Pochin (Manchester) Ltd.  As the business grew, so too did the Pochin family’s 
involvement when Cedric’s brother Arthur also joined the fi rm and in the late 1930s 
a major contract was secured for the fi tting out of RAF camps in the north west, also 
the manufacture of ammunition boxes for the War effort.  Following a disastrous 
fi re during wartime, the company then moved from Manchester to King Street, 
Middlewich, in 1942, and became one of the north’s largest joinery manufacturers.
 Bus bodybuilding was never one of their core activities, but six bodies were 
constructed on Leyland PS1 chassis in the 1947-8 period, although of this small 
number, it has been claimed that two were actually panelled by the Staffordshire 
coachbuilder, Metalcraft.  All six bodies were of similar style, having half canopies, 
straight waistrails and a bus-like appearance, although at least two had coach seats 
when new.
 Durability was however not their strong point and only one vehicle, GWY 
950, escaped being re-bodied, although even this was comprehensively rebuilt 
by Raine when with Summerson Bros. (The Eden), West Auckland.  Of the fi ve 
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that were re-bodied, the already mentioned JNC 717 received an unusual Hulton 
Products fully-fronted coach body, as illustrated in Torque No.45.  Potteries Motor 
Traction had inherited the other four via the acquisition of the Milton Bus Service 
and Mainwaring Brothers, who provided three and one respectively, and all were 
re-bodied in mid-fi fties using second hand single-deck Weymann bodies removed 
from PMT Leyland OPD2/1s of 1950 which were themselves in the process of being 
re-bodied as double deckers.
 The company subsequently diversifi ed from joinery into house building and 
other construction work and in 1970 moved to Brooks Lane, Middlewich where, at the 
time of writing, it is still extant as Pochins PLC, its current activities including residential 
and industrial building projects, property development and concrete pumping.  
(Note - Mike Fenton thanks John Bennett for help with information for this article.)

GWY 950 with Summerson  after rebuilding by Raine, which included the fi tting of a 
rectangular windscreen and revised front indicator showing “The Eden”.         (Photobus)

Summary of Pochin bodied Leyland Tiger PS1s
MRF 351 PS1/1 462392 B37F 5/47 Milton Bus Service, 7 r/b Weymann B35F ex NEH 459 by PMT, -/54

ORE 650 PS1/1 462393 B37F 11/47 Milton Bus Service, 6 r/b Weymann B35F ex NEH 461 by PMT, -/54

ORF 974 PS1/1 470861 B35F 3/48 Mainwaring, Audley   r/b Weymann B35F ex NEH 462 by PMT, -/54

JNC 717 PS1/1 470193 C33F 3/48 Sharp, Longsight  r/b Hulton   FC34C for original owner,  -/55

GWY950 PS1/1 470194 C37F 6/48 Ripponden & District  rebuilt by Raine for Summerson  (The Eden)

PRF 599 PS1/1 472519 B37F 9/48 Milton Bus Service, 8 r/b Weymann B35F ex NEH 445 by PMT, -/55

Leyland Torque 47.indd 39Leyland Torque 47.indd   39 25/2/10 20:38:2425/2/10   20:38:24



40 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 47    Spring 2010

During May 1999, I started to enquire about purchasing a redundant Leyland 
National 2 from a local operator for preservation.  Sussex Coastline Buses Limited 
offered a defective vehicle, which I arranged to view later that month at their 
Farlington depot, Portsmouth.  Just before the day of the viewing they advised 
that the vehicle would not be at this depot, but instead at their Chichester depot.  I 
travelled to Chichester where I found No.123 to be amongst friends, namely 128 
(still in service), and 133 (engineless, in reserve and shortly also to be put onto the 
disposal list), also a former Sussex Bus Leyland National Mk1 Urban Bus conversion 
(withdrawn and for disposal).
 Of all the National 2s in the depot at the time, 123’s bodily condition was 
excellent especially considering that the very worn Stagecoach stripes livery indicated 
that had been a long time since its last re-paint.  It also exhibited the least rust, only 
visible above the windscreen, the nearside front wheel arch skirt panel and below 
waist panel, and the engine access door.  However, mechanically it was known that 
it was classed as defective by Stagecoach Coastline Buses due to the engine having 
a “bad knock”.  Unfortunately, 123 would not start during my viewing and another 
visit had to be arranged once the Chichester depot mechanics had been able to start 
it.  During the second viewing, the engine did start but the knock was defi nitely bad, 
it was believed that it was emanating from the bottom end of the engine.
 123 therefore was bodily in excellent condition, except for a few rust spots 
plus a few missing seat cushions and interior panels – due to it having been partly 
cannibalized.  However, and more importantly, the condition of the running units 
was unknown at this point in time and so far a pit had not been available to inspect 
the critical area.  I therefore arranged for Solent Blue Line (who had a wealth of 
experience in maintaining Leyland Nationals as they undertook maintenance for 
outside operator’s fl eets as well) to have the use of one of the Stagecoach Chichester 
depot pits and to provide me with a full report on the condition of 123.
 One of Solent Blue Lines most experienced staff travelled to Chichester to 
perform a full inspection  over the pit and he subsequently reported back to say that 
123’s body and mechanical parts were in excellent condition for its age, but the 
engine was thought to have a top end knock (a preferred scenario).  I then purchased 
the bus from Sussex Coastline Buses for preservation in August 1999 for its scrap 
value plus the tyres.
 Solent Blue Line was subsequently contracted to tow 123 from Chichester to their 
depot at Barton Park, Eastleigh (to prevent further damage) and then to strip the engine 
to determine the source of the knock to see if it could be repaired or if a replacement 
would be required.  A few weeks later they reported that it was as they thought – a top 
end knock and the engine was repairable.  They carried out the repair, which involved 
the replacement of 2 pistons, main bearing shells, big end bearings and 2 cylinder heads.  
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Upon completion 
123 was then driven 
to its new home in 
Somerset. During 
March 2000, it was 
taken to Hampshire 
Body and Paint, 
also at Barton Park, 
Eastleigh, and they 
were contracted to 
carry out repairs to 
the few rusty areas 
and to carry out a 
full re-paint from 
Stagecoach stripes 

livery back into Southdown traditional green and cream livery, but with “Hissing Sid” 
logo.  Since the re-paint 123 has been polished regularly with Turtle Wax which after 
over 10 years has saved the paintwork from fading.
 At the end of October 2000, severe storms caused fl ooding which inundated 
the building where 123 was originally kept, to a depth of approximately 2 feet.  I was 
advised not to start it after the fl oods as water may have entered the engine.  I therefore 
arranged for Taylor Coaches, of Tintinhull, to tow it to my local commercial vehicle 
repairers for attention which comprised of steam cleaning the underneath, drying out 
and testing of the alternator, 4 replacement batteries, draining the contaminated oil 
and re-fi lling the engine, gearbox and hubs, inspection of all bearings, re-greasing 
and re-assembly with new seals and replacement of the front fog lights.
 April 2002 saw 123 taken to new undercover storage location but still in 
Somerset.  It is rallied when weather and / or work commitments permit in the 
counties of Devon, Dorset, Hampshire, Somerset and Wiltshire.  The photograph 
depicts 123 at The West Country Historic Omnibus and Transport Trust’s bus, coach 
and lorry gathering at Devon County Showground, Westpoint, near Exeter on Sunday 
21st September 2008.
 The full known history of 123 and details of all the work carried out in 
preservation, including re-painting the underneath and replacement of various other 
components etc, is detailed in a comprehensively illustrated leafl et titled ‘History 
and Details – Souvenir Rally Booklet’ by D C G Vine, which can be obtained from 
the vehicle at the rallies it attends.

Details of the Bus
 Built by the Leyland National Company Limited, Lillyhall, Workington, type 
NL 116L11/1R,  No.07001, with Leyland O.680 engine and Leyland Pneumocyclic 
Semi-automatic gearbox.  It was supplied new to Southdown Motor Services Limited, 
123, HFG 923V, with B52F + 23 standing body, and fi rst licensed 12/06/1980.  The 
unladen weight (with fuel) is 9200 kg (9.05 tons) and it is Class VI tested.
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 Leyland became involved with the London Midland and Scottish Railway 
in 1938 when, following experience with other prototypes, an articulated three car 
diesel railcar was designed and built at Derby. This articulated unit had four bogies 
of 9ft wheelbase and six of the eight axles were powered, by six 125hp Leyland  
8.6 litre engines, mounted vertically under the fl oor of the carriages.  These were 
each coupled to a Lysholm-Smith torque converter of similar design to that fi tted 
in Leyland buses, and a freewheel device was also provided.  The engine controls 
were air operated, air being provided by one engine and two electrically driven 
compressors.  Reverse direction was provided by gearboxes,  built into the fi nal drives 
on each driven axle, and these were operated by electro-pneumatic valves, as were 
the torque converter clutches and engine starting.  This solitary unit ran extensive 
trials on the L.M.S. and fi nally entered a full schedules service in September 1938 on 
the Oxford to Cambridge line via Bletchley, and between Nottingham & St. Pancras.  
It was stored at Bedford during the War, and in 1949 converted into a repair train 
for use of the 1500 volt DC overhead line equipped Manchester South Junction & 
Altrincham Line.
 The new British Railways had little appetite for diesel traction in the immediate 
post-war period, but the successful operation of the A.E.C. units on the Great Western 
led the way for further developments.  The Great Northern Railway in Ireland had 
received some two-car A.E.C. units based technically on the pre-war A.E.C. designs 

for the G.W.R.  It 
was no surprise when
in September 1953, 
after watching devel-
opments elsewhere, 
that the Railway Ex-
ecutive announced a 
£500000 programme 
to introduce eight 
two car lightweight 
units for operation 
in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire.  Derby 
Litchurch Lane Car-
riage & Wagon be-
came involved here, 
and in the design of 
the units fell back on 
experience gained The LMS articulated Railcar.                          (BCVMT  L021455)
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from the pre-war L.M.S. one.  As Leyland had been developing its underfl oor engine 
bus chassis, the result was the fi tment of Leyland O.600, 125hp horizontal engines 
but with Torque Converter transmissions.  Electro-pneumatic controls meant that 
up to four sets could be driven from the same cab.  Leyland Motors and Walker 
Brothers of Wigan co-operated in the design of the fi nal drives and control system.  
The unique control system gave these units a code of red triangle. (Note – The Red 
Triangle, Yellow Diamond etc. refer to coupling codes to enable units of the same code to 
be coupled together)
 The units, which became known as ‘Derby Lightweights’ entered service on 
the Leeds to Bradford services.  The two cars provided were both powered, one being 
a Driving Motor Brake Third seating 61 plus guard and luggage, and a Driving Motor 
Composite seating 16 1st and 53 2nd class passengers, also a toilet.  They were very 
popular with passengers, receipts soared, but troublesome engines and transmissions, 
and poor servicing facilities in steam sheds, nearly ended the operation.
 Not long after the announcement of the West Riding units, at the end of 1953, 
it was announced that a further order had been placed with the new British United 
Traction operation for a further batch of 13 sets for use in Cumberland.  These differed 
fundamentally in that there was only one power car (two engines) per unit and were 
fi tted with 2 x 150HP A.E.C. engines and Wilson four speed epicyclic gearboxes.  
Passenger accommodation was similar to the West Riding units with a total of 123 
seats.  They entered service on the former Maryport & Carlisle route and again 
proved an instant success.  The control system was coded yellow diamond.  Further 
units of two, three and four car confi guration were ordered and their use spread into 
the North East, Lincolnshire, East Anglia, North Wales and the Birmingham area.
 In the meantime outside contractors became involved, and Metropolitan 
Cammell at Washwood Heath turned out their fi rst two car ‘lightweight’ unit in August 
1955.  Seven sets were destined for the Bury-Bacup Service and twenty-nine sets for  
East Anglia.  With BUT (A.E.C.) 150hp engines they were mechanically compatible 
with the later Derby ‘Lightweights’ and like those coded yellow diamond.
 All the bodywork on the foregoing units involved much use of light alloys.  
The announcement of the B.R. Modernisation plan in 1955 saw a move away from 
this to steel construction, but the use of B.U.T. engines, either A.E.C., Leyland or 
Albion, and transmissions supplied from the same source meant that the B.U.T. 
name featured prominently in the further development of the Diesel Multiple Unit 
for British Railways.  Lessons learnt with the early units meant improved control 
systems resulting in the standard Blue Square coupling code.  Like the early 
underfl oor engined Royal Tigers and Olympics, there were engine problems with 
overheating and lubrication, but experience gained in both the rail and road fi elds 
executed improvements to the benefi t of all.  The end had not come for Torque 
Converter transmissions however and these again featured in later Rolls Royce 
engined units, and today’s generation of DMUs generally feature a development of 
that system rather than using epicyclic gearboxes.
 One single car ‘Derby Lightweight’ is preserved on the Ecclesbourne Valley 
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Railway, and a two car set of the later mechanical design is under restoration at the 
Midland Railway Centre at Butterley: the power car has been fully restored and work 
has begun on the trailer.  One ‘Derby Lightweight’ escaped to become a Battery 
Electric Unit on the Aberdeen-Ballater route, and after departmental service has now 
returned to the Deeside Railway project at Milton of Crathes.  There are also numerous 
later build units preserved, most of the Heritage Railways have one or more.
 My friend Allan Baker, who worked for BR on the Mechanical Engineering 
side, has read the above and makes further comment.  “There were on BR three 
versions of the Leyland O.680 engine; the 680, 680/1 and 680/1595, but I cannot 
now recall what the differences were. Latterly only the second two were in use and I 
think the 680 could be modifi ed to a 680/1. When I was at Eastfi eld we had enormous 
problems with the 1595 ensuring there were no air pockets in the coolant system as 
if there were the engines did not last very long. However I have to say St Rollox 
repair standards were pretty grim (in fact at that time the whole bloody place was)!  I 
always thought the AEC was the better engine.  On the Leyland the end bores were so 
close to the end of the block that blowing cylinder head joints were all too common.  
The injectors were inside the rocker covers such that any fuel pipe leaks immediately 
diluted the sump; on the AEC they were outside.  You could not interchange the 
engines without some vehicle mounting modifi cations.  The Albion engine was I 
seem to recall, bigger in both bulk and horsepower, although similar to the Leyland 
in design characteristics.  The fi nal drives which were also made by Self Changing 
Gears (as were the Wilson gearboxes which had a big space where the reverse 
arrangement would otherwise be located) with a simple dog-clutch arrangement.
 Not long before the remaining fi rst generation units were taken out of service 
I had a meeting on the Festiniog Railway and we arranged to have a Longsight Met-
Cam from Llandudno to Blaneau Festiniog (to connect with the Festiniog train) 
as a fi nal sortie! One engine had a cylinder head blowing and another was making 
strange noises (it was a twin power car unit as all the survivors were). The driver 
had his door open into the passenger compartment and in talking to him he said 
they had a 156 on the job the previous week and lost time every day. We arrived at 
Blaneau bang on time!”

Original Derby Lightweight DMU with Leyland engines and torque converter 
transmission.                (ATC collection)
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Leyland Cub, RG 8576 – From Jim King, Billericay
 I am currently working part time as a driver for a local garage. Whilst chatting 
to their senior mechanic, sorry technician these days, he told me of his grandfathers 
past as a lorry driver. A few days later he turned up with a photo of him. As it was 
too precious to leave his sight he allowed me to make the image that I have attached 
with this email. I can see that it is a Leyland Cub registered RG 8576 but have no 
further information. The proud driver is a man know as Alf Moss. My mechanic 
and I would love to know if you can supply any details of the vehicle.  Any feedback 
would really make a couple of middle-aged men very happy.   Neil Steele has come 
to the rescue and says – “The picture you provided show a ‘KZ’ model Cub. I can’t 
tell if this is a tractor or a rigid. The Cub was introduced in 1932 with a 6-cylinder 
side valve engine, however in 1935 the model was bought up to date and fi tted with 

the ‘Z’ type 6-cylinder ohv petrol 
engine of 4.7litres developing 85bhp; 
there was also a diesel engine option 
also of 4.7litres which developed 
71bhp @ 2,200rpm. The Cub was 
originally designed to operate at an 
ULW of 50cwts which would allow 
it to operate at 30mph, however, none 
of the diesel engined models could 
achieve an ULW of 50cwt though 
two of the petrol engine models did 
achieve “this ULW.  It would be 
interesting to know if RG was petrol 
engined or otherwise.  Unfortunately 
the production records for Leyland’s 
Kingston factory are sparse and 
don’t help identifying the vehicle in 
question.  Does any reader have any 
further information please?

Puzzle Picture, Torque No.46, page 47 – From Peter Greaves
XS 2823,  the “Leyland” with a Hippo type radiator was if fact an Albion 

SpPMB28, 7505.I, with Northern Counties B32R body, new 2/32 to Young, Paisley 
(47).  The photo shows it in the ownership of Carters Coaches of London N2, with 
its Leyland radiator.  You may like to know that the photo on Page 48, of Bolton 191, 
is shown in Salford bus station.

Tony Holdsworth agrees and gives the dates owned by WJ Carter as being 
7/49 to 9/51, and says that it ran for 4 London operators up to 1952.  Mike Fenton
tells us that it received a 4 cylinder Lion engine when fi tted with the Leyland (not 
Lion) radiator.
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Australian Leylands – From Phil Dixon, Down Under
 I found these shots today of some local Australian Leylands.  I don’t know if 
you have seen them before but I thought they look great.

Lancashire Cotton Corporation – From Denis Kay 
 Denis Kay has acquired a Leyland Hippo for preservation and wants 
information about the livery used.  If anybody can help please contact the Editor.

Southampton Olympian – From Neil Wilson
 On page 13 of Torque No.41, Ron Phillips’ article on “Top Cat Service” he 
refers to Southampton City Transport No.278 as being an Atlantean AN 68/1R.  This 
should of course had been referred to as an Olympian as it was model ONTL11/1R, 
fi tted with a Leyland synchromesh gearbox and delivered in 1984.

Titan/ Tiger Transmission Noises – From Chris Nelson, Chorley
 May I please ask through Torque magazine for any advice that Members may 
have on the following problem on our 1939 , 8.6 diesel powered , TD5   ( ex-Ribble , 
RN 8622 for those interested )?  When driving in 4th gear , everything sounds sweet 
and smooth from 20+ mph right through to 35 mph.  But, as soon as you pass to 
neutral drive and then to overrun , a very strong growling vibration starts up at any 
speed in the above range.  It’s strongest in the lower saloon , apparently at around the 
prop shaft centre-bearing position .
 The whole problem seems to have got worse in recent months , and now 
seems to me to be needing attention before it further worsens.  Having  the fl oor 
traps up whilst observing the effect shows no visible ill-effects or real increase in 
the noise/ vibration , since most of the sensation seems to be harsh structure-born 
vibration passing into the saloon fl oor.  Observing the bus running in gear static, with 
the back axle jacked up, also shows nothing , but also in this case we couldn’t get 
the overrun condition anyway.  On the pit we checked all Leyrub joints and other 

(right) An early 1920s PH (5 ton) or QH 
(6 ton), with it’s Lambert “Overseas” 
type radiator and Class W heavy type 
back axle, in use as an articulated 
timber wagon for J Croll & Sons

(left)  Looking very smart is this Leyland 
QH 6 tonner built around 1928/29, 
originally on solids and converted to 40 x 
8 pneumatics.  Is L.65-254 preserved? – It 
certainly looks as though it might be.

Leyland Torque 47.indd 46Leyland Torque 47.indd   46 25/2/10 20:38:3225/2/10   20:38:32



Spring 2010 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 47 47

driveline parts for wear / play / poor condition and found nothing really (except 20 
-30 deg. of rotational backlash in the wormshaft, as you might expect anyway).
 We have no real experience of these Leyrub bushes but all seemed OK with 
no apparent deterioration.  Diff. oil is present and correct, but has not yet been 
examined in detail.  The only real idea we have right now about a possible cause is 
if the worm wheel is worn and rough on its overrun tooth faces would this produce 
such an effect ?  All comments are most welcome before taking things to bits !
Mersey Docks & Harbour Board - From Michael Williams, Gloucester

May I take the opportunity to thank you for another excellent copy of the 
Leyland Society Journal No.11.  Being a native of Merseyside, I was particularly 
impressed with the full page photo on page 29 of the July 2009 edition.  May I take 
this opportunity to correct and add to the caption to this photograph.  The building 
forming the backcloth to the photo is in fact the Port of Liverpool Building, which 
for many years housed the Head Offi ces of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, 
until their re-location to Seaforth.
 The Port of Liverpool, building was completed in 1907 to designs by Briggs, 
Wolstenholme and Sir Arnold Thomley.  The Cunard building is the fl at topped 
building situated between the PLB and the Royal Liver Building and was built between 
1914-17.  The third building in the photograph is the Royal Liver Building, which 
is probably the most distinctive building on Liverpool’s waterfront and which was 
completed in 1911.  Together the three buildings are known as the Three Graces. 

The Mersey Docks & Harbour 
Board were Leyland users and 
bought two Class F poppet- 
valved steam wagons in 1914.  
They were numbered 5 and 
6 and one may have been 
registered B 5828, lasting 
until January 1933.  Licensing 
records show that wagon with 
No.386551 but that is clearly 
incorrect!   (BCVMT LB1562)

COVER PICTURES

Front Cover  –  Burnley, Colne & Nelson JTC painted their PD2s with “St Helens” 
fronts in a very unusual and imaginative way.  This is a 1965 example PD2A/27 with 
Northern Counties 64 seater coachwork, DCW 357C, chassis L42407, line no.8167.    
               (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
Back Cover  –  HG 1842 was an early forward control Beaver was this TSC7 
(“T” type engine, Side-type {forward control}, C range (originally for 3 tonners} 7th

model), chasis 2587, seen loading what appears to be sacks of fl our, judging by the 
spillages.  The operator was A. Whittaker of Burnley, photographed in May 1933, 
with cobbled street and horse droppings! (BCVMT L012833)
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SOUTH WORKS IN FULL SWING – TROLLEY BUSES FOR LONDON 

 The Leyland Body Shop at South Works, absolutely full of trolley buses for 
London Passenger Transport Board in early April 1939, in fact, Leyland delivered no 
fewer that 300 complete trolley buses to LPTB in a nine month period ending in June 
1939, the then biggest ever order for trolley buses.   These were all Leyland TTB4, 
70 seaters, numbered 1055-1354, EXV 55-354.  They were also described as LPTB70 
(with a longer wheelbase than the LPTB60).  50% were in Class K1 having Metrovick 
type control equipment and the K2s had English Electric, 150 of each.  All had 
MV206A3 traction motors except for 1295-1304 (some of these in the photo) which 
had MV206A9 motors.                       (BCVMT  L023574)

Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Society, its 
offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his attention 
any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material used. 
Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed to 
enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society gives 
notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque dispatch 
information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is not divulged 
to any outside agency or individual.
This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with additional help from 
Neil Steele, Ron Phillips and Gary Dwyer. Distribution by Alexandra Phillips. It was printed by 
Proco Print, Sheffi eld. Items for inclusion in the Summer 2010 issue should be sent to the Editor by 
20th April 2010, please.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
Available from The Leyland Society, "Sunnyside", Whitchurch Road,

Aston, Nantwich, CW5 8DB. Cheques made payable to
“The Leyland Society Ltd.” please. Prices include P&P.

The Leyland Buses of Wigan Corporation,..............£7.95
The Leyland Buses of Southport Corporation, ........£7.95
The Ribble Double Deck Coaches, .........................£8.95
The Leyland Buses of Leigh Corporation, ...............£8.95
Leyland Fire Engines, 1930-1942............................£8.95
The Leyland Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson......£8.95

NEW TITLES
History of Halton Borough Transport Ltd.   1909-2009
(formerly Widnes Corporation)          NOW AVAILABLE

64pp. Illustrated in colour and B&W, Laminated colour cover, Price £8.95
The Leyland Buses of Plymouth City Transport

NOW AVAILABLE,  48pp. Laminated colour cover, Price £8.95
See the Society website for our other items for sale

Available from good newsagents.
Price £3.75

or e-mail presbusps@aol.com

Tel: 02392 655224

Hon. PRESIDENT To be appointed

Hon. VICE PRESIDENTS Gordon Baron, 44 Rhoslan Park,
76 Conwy Road, Colwyn Bay LL29 7HR

John D. Bishop, 10 Betley Hall Gardens, 
Betley, nr. Crewe, Cheshire, CW3 9BB

Neil D. Steele, 18 Kingfisher Crescent, 
Cheadle, Staffordshire, ST10 1RZ

CHAIRMAN, BCVM LIAISON Ron Phillips, 16 Victoria Avenue,
‘FLEET BOOKS’ EDITOR Grappenhall, Warrington, WA4 2PD

EDITOR and SECRETARY Mike A Sutcliffe MBE, ‘Valley Forge’
213 Castle Hill Road, Totternhoe, 
Dunstable, Beds LU6 2DA

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY David J. Moores, 10 Lady Gate, 
Diseworth, Derby DE74 2QF

TREASURER David E.Berry, 5 Spring Hill Close,
VEHICLE REGISTRAR Westlea, Swindon, Wilts, SN5 7BG

WEBMASTER John Woodhouse, contact via David Bishop

WEBSITE & NEW MEMBERS David L. Bishop, ‘Sunnyside’ Whitchurch
Road, Aston, Nantwich, CW5 8DB

TECHNICAL & SPARES Don Hilton, 79 Waterdell, Leighton  
Buzzard, Beds. LU7 3PL

EVENT COORDINATOR Gary Dwyer, 8 St Mary’s Close, West St.
Sompting, Lancing, W. Sussex  BN15 0AF

COMMITTEE MEMBER John Howie, 37 Balcombe Gardens, 
Horley, Surrey, RH6 9BY

COMMITTEE MEMBER Terry Spalding, 5 Layton Avenue, 
Mansfield, Notts. NG18 5PJ

MEMBERSHIP
Subscription levels are £24 per annum (Family £28), £30 for EEC members, £35 (in Sterling) for
membership outside the EEC.  Anyone joining after 1st January and before 31sst July will have their
membership carried over to the next 31st July, ie up to 19 months.  This is good value for money
and new members are welcomed.  Application forms are available from the Membership Secretary
or via the Website  www.leylandsociety.co.uk
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