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 After a very wet summer, with many rallies either cancelled or spoilt, the 
Leyland Society Gathering in Leyland in July was a great success, even though we 
had to change the venue at the last minute following torrential rain two days before 
the rally! – more on this from Gary Dwyer on page 2.
 Following Stan Smit’s article on Leyland Holland in the last issue, there was 
such a good and diverse response that it was decided to continue this feature with a 
second part while the subject is still current.   This meant that Ashok has been put a 
bit further back (it will appear!), although John Shearman has come up with some 
photographs of some very unusual Leyland Comet double deckers which he came 
across in India many years ago.
 There have been some good responses to Food for Thought queries – thank 
you! – so much so that there hasn’t been enough room to include them all in this 
issue.  Particularly lengthy items are the TS5/LT4s and the conversions from Torque 
Converters to conventional gearboxes – these will appear in due course.
 Some of these inputs take a little while to put together, particularly if a bit 
more research is needed – for example, we have received 5 pictures of PS1 Tigers and 
Comets in Jamaica (originating from who?) and on asking around for information, 
more material has come to light, making enough to put together a small article, 
similar to the “Leylands in Holland – 2” article in this issue.  Is there any member 
who could help out with putting these sort of pieces together? – it’s great fun and 
would help your editor in getting material prepared for Torque in a timely way.  If 
you would like to help, please come forward, as good quality magazines are the 
lifeblood of our Society. 
 We have recently had a change of Webmaster with Gerry Tormey coming on 
board to continue and push forward what John Woodhouse has created in the past.  
Gerry looks after a number of websites for historic commercial vehicle societies 
and Committee member David Berry is taking on the position of our link-man with 
the Society.  A big thank you goes to John Woodhouse who originally set up and 
developed our website – he has done a tremendous job, ably helped by Dave Bishop 
who has previously been our link with the website.
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 Notice is given of the 2012 AGM so please ensure that this is in your diary.  It 
is to be held at the usual venue, the Museum of British Road Transport, Hales Street, 
Coventry starting at 1pm.  We are likely to be in the Bettmann Room on the top fl oor 
of the museum (there is no entry charge to the museum).  Please do come and join 
us, particularly if you have not been to an AGM before, they are friendly gatherings 
and you will be most welcome.  Light refreshments (cup of tea/coffee/biscuits) will 
be served “on the house”.   We are currently looking for a speaker so if you would 
like to come and tell us anything about Leylands or Leyland Motors, please contact 
the Editor.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
 Please note that this is the last magazine that you will receive if you have 
not renewed your membership for 2012/13.  A reminder will be enclosed with this 
issue of Torque so, if you have not already done so, please complete the form (and 
the Gift Aid section) and return it to Dave Moores by return – Thank you.

LEYLAND GATHERING AT LEYLAND, 
8th July, 2012

 The Society held our annual Gathering of Leylands on 8th July as planned 
and this year we returned to Leyland for the event.  The weather in the preceding 
week had been very unsettled over the whole country and especially in the North 
West but despite the heavy rain, the ground in Worden Park in Leyland had stood up 
to the weather and the organisers of the Transport Festival had a full programme of 
events planned in the Park over the weekend.  However, on the morning of Friday 
6th there was a prolonged period of torrential rain in the Leyland area and the Park 
area quickly became so saturated that it was impossible to hold the events planned 
for the weekend.  Reluctantly, the decision was taken to cancel the Leyland Transport 
Festival events planned in the park and that had a knock-on effect on our Gathering.  
Although we were intended to have our vehicle display on the hard standing of the 
car park, the whole park area was closed by the local council to avoid damage to 
the grounds.  We therefore had to re-locate our display to the car park opposite the 
British Commercial Vehicle Museum and this required some last-minute phone calls 
to the entrants to advise them of the changes to the planned arrangements.
 The weather forecast for the weekend was for heavy showers and possibly 
longer periods of rain but, for once, the Leyland area fared better than the forecast!  
The day itself started out with blue sky and sunshine greeting the fi rst entrants 
arriving shortly after 8.30.  For the next couple of hours there was a steady stream 
of Leyland lorries and buses arriving at the entrance to the car park.  During the 
morning, the fi rst clouds appeared on the horizon and began to threaten rain but 
although a few spots were felt on a couple of occasions, the day remained dry, much 

LEYLAND SOCIETY AGM  
Sunday 4th November 2012

Leyland Torque 57 new.indd   Sec1:2Leyland Torque 57 new.indd   Sec1:2 10/9/12   12:47:2710/9/12   12:47:27



Autumn 2012 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 57 3

to everyone’s relief given the previous week’s weather and the forecast.  There were 
a total of 32 vehicles on display, 11 of these were lorries and 21 buses.  This year 
we were celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Leyland Nationals and 4 restored 
examples attended, the variants ranging from an early Mk.1 with stainless steel 
bumpers in SELNEC livery to one of the later Mk.2 versions previously operated 
by Fishwicks, the local independent operator based in Leyland.  It was good to hear 
the crisp sound of the O.510 engine fi tted to these models once again and served 
as another reminder of a familiar sound that is no longer part of everyday life but 
one that can still be heard thanks to the efforts of Society members.  The range of 
buses on display included a superbly restored Comet coach with the Titans of the 
1950s to the underfl oor Leopard and Atlantean designs of the 70s, to a Leyland-built 
Fleetline, an Olympian and a Tiger from the 1980s.  One particularly rare entry was 
a double deck Lion from the late 1980s, a mid-engined model hastily developed in 
conjunction with DAB.  The range of lorries was equally wide, ranging from a 1946 
Beaver through the mouthorgan cabbed Comet, Steer and Octopus models of the 
1950s, to an export-only Landmaster.  The later T45 range was also represented with 
a lightweight Constructor 8, the military MT244 4x4 model and a 45 Series.  All too 
soon it was time for the vehicles to depart and we hope everyone had a good journey 
home.  The sound of the different Leyland models reverberating off the surrounding 
buildings brought back memories for many present. 
 This year we were able to position the Society stand nearer the vehicle 
display.  Soon had a steady fl ow of members renewing their Society membership 

A line up of local Leylands, including a service saloon recently returned from the Isle 
of Man, two Atlanteans  and Harrington bodied Leopard that had only recently been 
completed.
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for the coming year and we thank you for your continued support.  Once again a 
memento of the event was produced and this year we chose a replica of the silver 
and blue Leyland roundal used on the National and other Leyland vehicles of the 
same era.  If any member would like to purchase this attractive badge, we still have 
some available at £7 (including postage and packing) from The Leyland Society, 
‘Sunnyside’, Whitchurch Road, Aston, Nantwich, CW5 8DB.
 The Society would like to extend a big “thank you” to all vehicle owners 
and spectators who attended the event, particularly those who travelled long 
distances to attend the event after such poor weather in the preceding week and 
an uncertain weather forecast for the weekend.  The change in location forced last 
minute revisions to our planned parking arrangements and the cooperation of drivers 
in manoeuvring their vehicles into the requested parking location was particularly 
appreciated.  The planning for next year will be starting soon so if anyone has any 
feedback on this year’s event or suggestions for future years we would be pleased to 
receive it.  Please send your comments to Gary Dwyer, address on the inside cover 
of Leyland Torque.                     (Photos by Gary Dwyer)

There were several Leopards attending the event, including this Willowbrook bodied 
example entered by John Flowers of Dewsbury which was new to Todmorden Joint Omnibus 
Committee.
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A contrast in 
styles between 
this 1946 Beaver 
entered by Paul 
Wotton and the 
1984 export-only 
Landmaster 
owned by 
Bernard Cowcill.

Two familiar 
shapes that were 
once common 
sights are this 
ex-Fishwick PD2 
owned by Bill 
Ashcroft and a 
Mk.1 National 
which is now part 
of the collection 
at the Museum 
of Transport, 
Manchester.

The classic 
lines of the 
mouthorgan 
cab fi tted to this 
Leyland Comet, 
entered by Brian 
Leek, contrast 
with Leyland’s 
last design 
supplied to the 
British Army in 
the 1980s, owned 
by Paul Sennant.
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“BUILD SHEETS”  –  In the factory, Leyland Trucks continues to develop Electronic 
Work Instructions (EWI) with the roll-out of assembly-line, mobile-operator and 
material-handling solutions.  The build broadcasts that many of us will remember 
are becoming a thing of the past.  The EWI system provides an electronic version 
of the vehicle build document, real-time view of the vehicle laydown sequence 
and an electronic version of the Vehicle Quality Record (VQR).  Supporting the 
vehicle build information, an assembly operator can view on-line training aids and 

orthographic part views when 
required.  Leyland has been 
supporting the roll-out of EWI 
methodology across the PACCAR 
group of companies through 
workshops in Denton, Texas. 
and Eindhoven, the Netherlands.  
The workshops have begun to 
develop a methodology that can 
be deployed across all PACCAR 
plants.  
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 Line-based EWI uses the same principles of the sub-assembly based system with 
plans to develop a multi-user interface allowing several operators to use one screen based 
in their workstation.  Mobile EWI is also based on the common platform but available on 
a tablet computer for operators to use on the move.  The key areas of application for this 
type of unit are operators working in vehicle test and quality investigation.  
 As the system is rolled out, users are encouraged to provide feedback for 
improvements.  Recent suggestions include the highlighting of build sequence 
changes and a ‘call for assistance’ button if the assembly process or training aid can 
be improved.
TAIWAN  –  Leyland Trucks continues to develop markets around the world for its LF 
range of vehicles.  The most recent of those Markets is Taiwan.  Leyland has shipped 
the fi rst DAF LF vehicles – 18 tonne, 280hp Euro5 spec (pictured) to the Formosa 
Plastics Transport Corporation (FPTC) of Taiwan.  The vehicles have been supplied in 
Complete Knock Down (CKD) form to be assembled locally by FPTC’s workforce.  

 Exchange visits took place with two engineers from FPTC spending a week 
at the Leyland factory to review the assembly process and understand the quality 
standards that we apply to production here at the factory.  It was a very successful 
visit and the representative demonstrated a great production knowledge and quickly 
developed an understanding of the vehicle and the processes required to assemble 
it.   That was followed by a team of three Leyland employees spending four weeks 
in Taiwan providing production training to the FPTC employees.  Finally, a Leyland 
senior PPQA quality auditor visited the Taiwan factory to audit the fi rst products 
built to ensure excellent build quality.  
 It was a joint effort between Leyland Trucks and the Eindhoven DAF team.  
They worked together to ensure a smooth introduction of the DAF LF into Taiwan.  
A follow up order has already been received with shipment scheduled for before the 
end of the year.
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 Leyland lorries operated by fi rms in Lincolnshire and Humberside have been 
chosen by Peter Davies for this issue of Torque.  Peter rightly points out that these 
shots show working lorries, as opposed to rally exhibits, and they were not taken on 
professional equipment so they are not perfect, however, they record real life!   (It 
is good that a small handful of enthusiasts took the trouble to record lorries on fi lm as, 
without them, we wouldn’t have this wonderful record – Ed.)   All of the photographs 
were taken by Peter Davies except where stated.
 Again, Malcolm Wilford has managed to identify many of them with chassis 
numbers by trawling through his extensive chassis records and we thank him for 
that.  

Photographed among heavy traffi c in Boston, Lincs, in August 1987, this Leyland T45 
Roadtrain 20.29 was new in 1985 to Machins  Transport, Spalding, Lincs, and looks heavily 
laden.  The many badges adorning the cab tell us that it is powered by a 290 bhp L10 engine 
and that it is “Chargecooled”.  Originally thought to be the 20.32 (which would have a 
Cummins 14litre 320bhp engine), it is more likely to be a 20.29, the 290bhp engine being 
a lighter and possible cheaper option.  From late 1985 Leyland fi nally acknowledged they 
had to fi t engines of operator’s choice. 
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Another Leyland Octopus, this time a later model 24.O/4 of 1960.  Tower Hill Transport of 
Boston purchased two, chassis 592858/59, line nos.1153/54, registered PDO 96 and PDO 
261.  This is the former, pictured in Newark-on-Trent in November 1964.

BRS, Scunthorpe, ran KFW 760, a Leyland Octopus 22.O/1E, new in 1953, with chassis 
no.532249, line no.1365.  It is seen here with an extra long load and dolly on the A1 near 
Grantham in July 1965.  These air-braked Octopus gave sterling service.
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Photographed on a damp and dismal winter day in Liverpool, was this Leyland Comet 
ECOS2.1R  “fl at”, KEE 861, built in 1958.  It was no.167 in the fl eet of Reader Bros of 
Hull, and was caught with its sheeted load in January 1969.

Peter certainly likes his eight-wheelers, quite rightly! – Here’s a 24.O/4 Octopus at speed 
on the A1 near Welwyn in  April 1965.  It was NDO 364 of Geest Industries of Spalding, 
new in 1958, with chassis 583702, line no.972. 
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OEE 740 was a Leyland Beaver 14.B/10 artic, new in 1960, chassis 601226, line no.632, in 
Hull in May 1969.  It was rather crudely sign-written for  McVeigh Transport of Grimsby, 
who also had an ECO2/4R Leyland Comet, KEE 967. 

SAT 119G was a Freightline Octopus tanker of Major Petroleum,Hull, seen when new in 
May 1969.  Malcolm fi nds this to be a mystery as he cannot fi nd it in the Motor Tax or LML 
records, however, it was modelled by Corgi as an AEC Mammoth Major!
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In the livery of Grimsby Fish, BRS Contracts ran JUU 97N, a 1975 Leyland FG, pictured 
in Dunstable in September 1982.  The FG was formerly a BMC model which passed into 
the Leyland ‘Redline’ range covering the 3½ to 5½ ton models. 

Next to the FG in Dunstable was another BRS Contracts “Grimsby Fish” lorry, this time 
a 1978 ‘TR’ Terrier another former BMC product absorbed into Leyland ‘Redline’ range.  
The Terrier covered the 6½ to 9½ ton lightweight range. 
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This reversed “A-reg.” Leyland Roadtrain 20.32 artic, with very large tanker semi-trailer, 
looks rather out of place in this country setting, photographed near Westoning in July 1985.  
It was new in 1983 to J O Treasure Ltd, Grantham, Lincs.

Photographed when new with registration ODO 3, Ground’s Transport, Spalding, had this 
1959 Leyland Comet ECOS2.8R artic with fridge trailer.  From 1956 they had at least four 
ECO2/4R Comets, also ECO2/6R, MDO 376.              (Peter Davies collection)
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In the last issue, some of the FFT numbering “went to pot!” as a result of trying to fi t 
articles to pages next to their photographs.  Their correct numbers are in this issue – Ed.
196.   Leyland Retriever Crash Tender
 Neil Steele adds – Way back in Torque No.53, member Simon Ryan submitted 
a photograph of a crash tender built on a Leyland Retriever WLW chassis.  A further 
photograph has come to light of another crash tender, again built on a Retriever 
chassis, this one being registered GYO 845; it is pictured in what appears to be a 
rather rural setting, perhaps someone can add some details to this one?  

201.   Marine Leylands
 Harold Rushton informs us that the fi rst 700 engine was completed ahead of 
the 500, probably in late 1964.  It was soon after Development moved to Spurrier, 
the Prototype function still being at South Works.  It arrived sheeted up and was 
quickly hidden away from prying eyes in a Test Cell.  It was then dropped because it 
was too close in output to the AEC V8 and because of high power outputs being seen 
(briefl y!) from the 500.
203. Preselector Leylands – No reponses yet? 
206. Leyland TS5 and LT4 (and LT6)
 We have had a number of interesting responses to this and it is hoped to put 
these together in time for the next issue, where there will also be room for a detailed 
report.

(R.Q.Simpson)
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209.   Torque Converter chassis converted to conventional Gearboxes
 Here again, this is likely to become a major topic and information is being 
gathered for an article in Torque.  In the meantime, Allan Condie has produced a 
complete list of known ‘c’ suffi x Leylands, ie. those fi tted with Hydraulic Torque 
Converters, and this is available, preferably via email, on request to allantcon@aol.
com, or by mail from 6 St. Mary’s Drive, Kinnoull, Perth PH2 7BY, enclosing a 
remittance for £5 to cover costs and postage.
211.   BET Titans
 Bob Kell comments that Northern General Transport did not “abandon Guys” to 
buy PD2s.  Up to 1955, NGT allowed their associated companies considerable latitude 
in their vehicle orders.  Tyneside Tramways & Omnibus Co relied on Leylands solely 
throughout nearly all of their existence.  Sunderland District again mainly bought 
Leylands, together with some AECs.  Tynemouth & District had that BET favourite, 
the Weymann  bodied AEC Regent for some years before adopting Guys.
 NGT turned to Guy in part because AEC would not continue building the 
maximum-capacity, short-cab, Regal B after the War, but Guy would.  As well as 
their AECs, NGT hired and then bought the 25 Yorkshire Woollen Tiger TS7s in 
1949.  They already knew how good the TS and TD (and LSC) were, but the Lions 
were moved on pretty smartly.
 On 15th November 1950, the NGT Board reported an offer of 8ft wide Leyland 
double-deckers for early delivery at an especially favourable price (£3580).  NGT 
ordered 5 Leyland PD2/3s (in part replacement for 15 NGT Guys diverted to the 
Gateshead tram replacement fl eet), and 4 more were ordered by Tyneside.  These 
were NGT, BCN889-893, and Tyneside, ENL680-3, delivered in March 1951, and 
they had 5105xx/6xx chassis numbers.  BCN889 was quickly resold to Tyneside.
 In July 1951 Gateshead received 23 PD2/3s (36-58), chassis nos. 5056xx/8xx, 
and 14 PD2/1s (59-72), chassis nos. 5057xx.  Whether these were part of the ‘cheap 
deal’, I know not, but that deal appeared to only refer to PD2/3s.  Why were 510xxx 
chassis delivered before 50xxxx ones?  Tyneside had already had 3 PD2/1s in 1948 
(CTY331-3).  In practice 72 tram-replacement buses turned out to be too many and 4 
Gateshead PD2/3s (46-9) went to NGT pretty soon if not immediately.  So, the total 
NGT Group fl eet of Leyland-bodied PD2s was 46, of which only 9 were defi nitely 
known to be part of the offer and I don’t know where the rest of the “BET 62” went.
 Roy Marshall told me that BET were not happy with NGT’s Guy purchases, 
possibly on the grounds of fi rst cost (surely whole-life cost would have been more 
important?) and there appeared to be pressure to buy Leyland from BET (why? - did 
they have a shareholding in Leyland?).  With the new GM (from Trent!) in 1955, 
Leyland (with AEC single deckers) then gained the orders.
212.   Leyland Tiger Cub with Air Suspension
 Harold Rushton is not aware of any air suspension designed for the Tiger 
Cub.  Most likely it would have been fi tted with the L1 Leopard air suspension, 
that is, if Leyland Motors had anything to do with it.  The L1 and Worldmaster air 
suspensions were designed and manufactured by Dunlop.  Some test work was done 
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at Leyland and a Worldmaster test chassis so fi tted was still around in 1963.  I don’t 
know a great deal about them but believe they were pretty troublesome.  The later 
Atlantean and Leopard PSU3 air suspensions were Leyland designs and I am much 
more familiar with their problems.
213.   An ‘odd body’ that never was… Royal Tiger – From John Dalzell     
  There wasn’t room in the last issue to include the picture of an artist’s 
impression of a Leyland single deck service bus body “shortly to be produced for 
the Royal Tiger model PSU.1/13” as shown in the March 1951 issue of the Leyland 
Journal.  Perhaps this may prompt someone to speculate why the production version 
differed so much from the original concept (which had a front end based on the 
coach body)?

214.   Fred Oade, Heckmondwike – From Dave Jones
 According to PSVC records (PB10), Oade had a Leyland LC1 Lioness, 
WU8270, 45055, from new in 8/26 until 5/32. This survived with various owners 
until c1952.  I have no further Leylands listed with Oade until April 1934.
 In August 1926 The Brighouse Motor Agency wrote to the Sheffi eld Depot 
asking if they had any photographs of the Lioness coach supplied to Oade.  They 
also asked ‘what price they could quote for this job’.  Sadly, we don’t know what 
job they refer to.  This would almost certainly apply to the above vehicle, referring 
to it as a Lioness.  In January 1927 Brighouse wrote to Oade confi rming a telephone 
conversation regarding the return of their Leyland Lioness for alteration.  It was 
suggested that the work be delayed for a couple of weeks due to pressure of other 
work.  I would assume that this also refers to the coach above.
 On the 4th of November 1927 Brighouse wrote to Leyland Motors “re a C9 
coach in our stock”.  They had previously talked and written about the machine 
and were keen that Leyland take it back for credit against a new Lion that they 
would order right away.  Further, they say that with respect to the coach body they 
would sustain a considerable loss; it had cost them £420 and they had only made a 
profi t of 2½% on the deal with Oade.  They go on to mention late delivery of this 
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client’s Lioness.  Leyland replied on the 17th (quoting order number 14533/10188) 
saying that they felt that they could not take back the chassis.  They stated that it 
was Brighouse’s own decision to order the chassis and mount on it a body that they 
already had on order.
 That is all the correspondence I have, but it started me thinking about the 
body on my own Gilford 168SD which I am currently restoring.  I’m sure readers 
will have seen photos of it (eg, Old Motor News when it was fi rst recovered by 
Ted Heslop).  But, its Fielding & Bottomley body is quite old fashioned for the 
Gilford chassis which was a new chassis in 1930.  When it was found it was noted 
that there was a Fielding & Bottomley transfer still intact, but no reference could 
be found in the then surviving F&B records.  Maybe they had built it a couple of 
years beforehand for the Leyland Lioness chassis?  Was the body held in stock while 
things dragged on and fi nally fi tted, with some adjustments, to Oade’s new Gilford 
to put an end to the matter? 
 When we removed the body side panels, it was evident that the lower beading 
rail had originally been fi tted lower down, by a couple of inches or so.  On all of the 
pillars, both sides, a packing piece had been fi tted and a new cut out for the rail made 
higher up. This has to be at the right level to line up with the pressed beading on the 
bonnet.  Also the rear axle is not central to the wheel arches in the body by a couple 
of inches. It could be that they have done that to win a couple of inches to minimise 
the alteration where the body meets the steel dash at the front.  Or, could it all be my 
imagination?!  Can anybody please add any or information or photographs?
(Leyland sales records show chassis 45055 as a Lioness LC1 chassis (no body recorded) 
sold to Oade in July 1926 – Ed.)

215.   DeHavilland 
DH104 Dove, 
G-APVX
 Two photos 
recently appeared on 
eBay and were spotted 
by Dave Moores.  
Unfortunately he was 
outbid but managed to 
obtain these low 
resolution scans from 
eBay.  Can anyone tell 
us more about this 
aircraft, and any others 
that Leyland may have 
operated?  These pictures 
were taken at Gatwick 
on 9th April, 1965. 
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          This photograph was taken on the 16th July 1940 at the London Fire Brigade 
Headquarters at Lambeth.  It shows the fi rst Leyland FKT1, Dual Purpose Pump, 
FYR 287, (chassis no.100431) for the LFB when just two months old.  Obviously 
a posed picture, it illustrates members of the crew in civilian and wartime style 
uniform showing stowage of some of the equipment carried.  There were eleven 
of these appliances delivered between May and October 1940, and they were fi tted 
with Gwynne 800gpm (@100psi) pumps and carried 45 gallons of water for fi rst 
aid use.  ‘Dual Purpose’ refers to the type of ladder carried, these appliances could 
carry a 50ft. wheeled escape or as illustrated here a two section 40ft. ladder along 
with two hook ladders; it was claimed that eleven men could be carried!  Most of 
these appliances remained operational until the 1960s.  This picture was recently 
purchased from an eBay site in the USA for the Society Archive.  
          On the back of the picture is the name Arthur H Selleck.  Arthur H. Selleck 
(1920-2004) came to the UK in about 1942 with the American Army Signal Corp, 
he had a lot of contact with the London FB in his off duty time.  He married an 
English girl, Irene Childs, and after the war returned to his home town of Fairfi eld, 
Conecticut.  He worked for the Board of Fire Commissioners having contacts 
with Fire Departments all over the USA, and collected a huge amount of fi re 
memorabilia.  In retirement founded the Fairfi eld Fire Museum in the old Fairfi eld 
fi re station (built c1900) and became its Curator.  Amazing what you can fi nd on 
the Internet!  - NDS 

(LS Collection)
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Following Stan Smit’s excellent article in the last issue of Torque, several people have 
written in with information, photographs and statistics.  These are summarised here, 
with great thanks to Malcolm Margetts, Mike Fenton, Don Hilton, Ron Phillips, Harold 
Rushton, Neil Steele.   All page references are to Torque No.56. 

From Malcolm Margetts  –  The photographs at the top of page 39 were taken 
in South Works and show a combination of mechanical units I have not seen in this 
confi guration before.  The chassis seems to be similar to a Tiger Cub (LOPSUC) 
specifi cation except for: 

the front vertical power unit which is O.350 or 375 (defi nitely not 400), • 
the GB.94 pneumocyclic gearbox this box later became an option on Tiger • 
Cub. 
both axles.  • 

The description “Type B” suggests that NSR (Netherlands State Railways) the 
probable customer, were considering both “A units” and a lighter specifi cation “B 
unit” but this is conjecture on my part.  Of the two engines sizes, I believe that 
1956 was too early for the 375 unit, so this would have been an O.350, but the two 
types were physically identical except for cylinder bore and associated component 

Above - Dutch coachbuilders were early to build integral vehicles, here is an interurban bus 
probably using Comet parts; it is described as the “Holland Coach”, this example being for 
Maarse & Kroon, photographed in March 1950.   Note how the 2.5m wide body overhangs 
the wheels, particularly at the front.        (BCVMT L040305)
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changes.  The gearbox seems 
to be a standard pneumocyclic 
GB.94 or variant, and the rear 
axle is an  “A unit”, based on 
Royal Tiger Mk1, but with air 
brakes.  The front axle is “A 
unit”, but one can only confi rm 
this with the help of image 
L053468.
          The picture at the top 
of page 37 must be MIRA – 
obviously a test circuit rather 
than a public highway, could 
be the previous chassis now 
bodied.  It looks more like 
Warwickshire/Leicestershire 
borders rather than Utrect/
Aalsmeer. The driver is also 
dressed in white overalls, the 
standard dress for research 

dept testers at the time, my 
nomination would be Harold 
Brown.  The Tiger Cub motif 
would be appropriate for the 
chassis in images L053467/8.

          Photo no. L054229, numerically taken a few weeks later, but obviously the 
prototype chassis set of what was to become the “A unit” kit for NSR.  This is 
interesting because the combination of major units was special to NSR at the time, 
incorporating the “A unit” IFS (independent front suspension) front axle which was 
declared too expensive to place under the production Atlantean two years later.  The 
engine is an O.600 -  the more powerful 680 producing too much torque for the bevel 
drive rear axle illustrated derived from the Mk 1 PSU1 range, but now featuring air 
brakes.  In other respects the kit is pure early Worldmaster, rather than Mk1 Royal 
Tiger, as is evident by the absence of a fl ywheel housing, and mid-1950s features 
such as a centrifugal oil fi lter and the auxiliary gearbox drive to the radiator fan and 
dynamo, a departure from the Mk1 belt driven arrangement.  I suspect that the rear 
axle brakes are 15½in by 7in rather than the 8in variant of the Worldmaster.  I’m sure 
that Harold can add some more detail so I am adding him to the circulation.
From Harold Rushton  –  Re Leyland Holland, I enjoyed reading Stan Smit’s 
article having visited Holland a few times in the 1960s in connection with Panther 
air suspension problems.  Some (all?) those operated by Rotterdam were of integral 
construction using Panther units.  The fl oor was gently ramped from front to rear using 
a shallow underframe about 6 inches deep.  I am not sure if all were air suspension.  

Above - The Kromhout stand at the Amsterdam Show 
in March 1950 with a Kromhout bodied Comet coach, 
together with a Comet goods chassis.   Below - Another 
view of the Kromhout stand at the Show with a similar 
body to that in the previous picture.  The Verheul stand 
is deceptively behind.   (BCVMT L040302/303)
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                               LEYLAND  CHASSIS  AND  UNITS  SUPPLIED  TO  HOLLAND
                     Prepared by Don Hilton

                                BUSES                               TRUCKS

Titan TD4   1 WSW17 2
Lion LT5A      1
Cheetah LZ2  4
Tiger TS7    2
          TS8   6

TOTAL PREWAR BUS 14 TOTAL PREWAR TRUCK 2
                                  (Note - There are probably more than listed here, but are unidentified)

Tiger PS1 5 Comet ECO1L  3
          OPS1  33               ECO2/2L  1
          LOPS3/1 9               ECO2/4L  1
          LOPS4/1   5               14SC/4L   1
          LOPS4/3  1 53               14SC/15L   1

              13C/3L  9
Comet ECP/1R 2               16SCT/10R    2 18
             ECPO/1L  26
             ECPO/3L   1 Octopus 240.1E  1
             13C/6RP  1 30                  240/9L 1 2

Royal Tiger    LOPSU1/1 95 Hippo EH/2BR  4
Worldmaster LERT/LCRT 1/1  277             22HT/10BL  8
                         LERT2/1          147             20HT/10BL  2
                         LRT3/1           6 430             20H/12L 4 18

Tiger Cub LOPSUC1/1  197 Beaver EB5.BL  1
                   LOPSUC1/2   182              14B/12L 1
                   LOPSUC1/3    6              14B/17L  1
                   Model unknown 9 394              14B/11AR  1

             16BT/1CR    1
Royal Tiger Cub LRTC1/1 74              16BT/1L 1 6
                              LRTC1/2   8 82

Roadtrain A4D49Z1940S28A  1
A Type, ARV  2954                    A4A35Z1940S28A  7
B Type  (Presumed none built)          -                      A4D56Z1940S28A  1 9

Leopard LHL 1 6
                PSU3/1L   23
                PSU3/2L  80 109

Panther PSUR1/1R    1
               PSUR1/1L  4
               PSUR/1 UNIT  91 96

Leyland National 25

TOTAL POST WAR BUSES 4268 TOTAL POST WAR TRUCKS 53

TOTAL POST WAR       4321

(Note - The Post War totals are probably correct but there may have been other chassis built up from parts,
            but not assembled as units by Leyland, so they were not allocated with chassis numbers)

PREWAR and POSTWARPREWAR and POSTWAR
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Those that were used the Atlantean front and PSU3 rear suspensions.  The bodies 
were by Verheul to what was known as the “Three Cities design”, ie. Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, and Utrecht, I think.  The only standard Panther bus chassis I saw was 
fi tted with a high fl oor coach body and operated by Maarse en Kroon   -   followed by 
a further email   -   Thinking a bit more about the Rotterdam Panthers I am not certain 
bodies were Verheul could have been Den Oudsten.  Most likely was Verheul as the 
last time I went to Rotterdam along with Cyril Mennell (Chief Designer) we were 
accompanied by their Chief Engineer and Chief Designer.  This was just after the 
move of Leyland Holland to Gouda.
Neil Steele – Mentions that two Comet ECP/1R chassis, numbers 505115/116, 
were delivered to J.Obesnic & Zonen?  They came back to UK after having ‘Geesink’ 
turntable ladders fi tted and were operated by the West Riding County Fire Service 
and were scrapped in the 1960s.  
From Mike Fenton  – I have been thinking about what Leyland photographs I 
took in the 1970s and 1980s in Holland and I fi nd I have around 100 pics, although 
by no means all exist as prints.  I took Worldmasters, a Royal Tiger, Leopards, 
Tiger Cubs, Royal Tiger Cubs and Panthers as well as a few oddities including a 
Boxer.  Those I do not have printed include the Netherlands-built Leylands - I took 
several shots of Leyland-Den Oudstens and Leyland-Verheuls, at the time thinking 
they were “proper” Leylands, for want of a better expression, but when I found they 
were not what I had expected, I passed on these prints to friends.  It would be a big 
job to start printing them again, but I have attached scans of three Panthers, with 
captions, which may be of interest to readers.  All three were taken in July 1976.

About 3000 sets of Worldmaster based units were used to build vehicles like this one.  This is 
an urban 3 door bus with an extreme version of the Dutch “lantern” windscreen, intended 
to cut out refl ections in the windscreen.       (BCVMT L080101)
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Panther coach  –  
AB-45-49 was one 
of two Roset-bodied 
Panthers operated by 
independent Leo Kors 
of Heemstede, both of 
which had been new 
to Maarse & Kroon 
of Aalsmeer - in this 
case this was Maarse 
& Kroon number 703 
new in January 1967. 
(Mike Fenton)

Amsterdam Panther 
299  –  GVBA 
(Gemeentevervoerbedrijf 
Amsterdam) 299, AB-
43-09, was one of three 
PSUR1/1L Panthers 
noted running in July 
1976 and is seen here 
passing the front of 
Amsterdam’s Central 
Station.  The other 
two noted were GVBA 
numbers 297 (AB-42-16) 
and 298 (AB-42-15) and 
all three had identical 
Hainje B33T bodies and 
dated from late 1966/
early 1967. (Mike Fenton)
Rotterdam Panther 
252  –  Similarly I saw 
three RET (Rotterdamse 
Elektrische Tram) 
Panthers, also the 
PSUR1/1L model with 
Hainje bodies, but this 
time of B32T layout 
and, from around a 
year earlier, with the 
illustrated RET 252, 
AB-05-20, dating from 
early 1966.  I believe 
RET had rather more 
Panthers than GVBA had 
in Amsterdam with the 
lowest numbered one I saw having fl eet number 218 and the highest being 254.   

(Mike Fenton)
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You can almost smell the hot tar being spread from the tank of this Lancashire County Council Leyland Beaver 12B/1.   MTF 926 was numbered 17/61 in the LCC fl eet, based at Preston.  It is seen in May 
1952, spreading tar, and was new in December 1950 with chassis no.502923, line no.1179.   In the background there is what appears to be a Bedford WTL and a Morris-Commercial.   (BCVMT L044827)

A  TAR  SPRAYING  BEAVER  IN  LANCASHIRE,  NEAR  PRESTON
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Thanks to Keith Beedon, John Bennett, Geoff Burrows, David Charlton, Mike Fenton, 
Peter Greaves, Bob Kell, Cyril McIntyre, Michael Plunkett, Derek Roy and Mike Sutcliffe. 

Moffat, Leyland Tiger PS1, GAO 510 (Torque No.55)
 Bob Kell and John Bennett both point out that Harrington, shown in the 
destination box in the photograph of it when new (Torque No.56), is a village on the 
Cumbrian coast between Whitehaven and Workington.  So it wasn’t a misinformed 
attempt to tell intending passengers who built the body, after all.
JJ Longstaff, Mirfi eld, Leyland Tiger TS6, HD 5326 (Torque No.56)
 When sold by Longstaff in 8/45, HD 5326 moved just a few miles to E J 
Slater, Elland.  Whilst there it was rebodied by Woodall Nicholson, Halifax, C32 or 
33F(?).  Although there is no fl eet name to be seen in the photograph;  I think the ‘S’ 
on the front must mean that it was with Slater at the time.  It passed to J E Jowett 
(location unknown) in 2/46 and then to Comfort Coaches, Dunfermline, 5/52, which 
might have been Jowett renamed.  Two months later it returned to its native area with 
Tetley, Leeds, who, after two years, sold it to Pollard Bearings, Ferrybridge.  It was 
subsequently scrapped by Ferrybridge Salvage, date unknown.

St. Kevin’s, Leyland Tiger TS6, WJ 9414 (Torque No.56)
 I had lots of responses about this, all basically agreeing about its long 
history but with a few minor discrepancies.  First of all, it was not a Tiger TS6 but 

(Mike Fenton collection)
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a Lion LT5A.  It started life in 4/34 with a Cravens C32F body with J A Anderson, 
Sheffi eld, who sold it in 1937 to Abbey Lane Motor Services Ltd (t/a Beauchief 
Coaches, Sheffi eld).  It was possibly reconstructed or more probably rebodied by 
them early post-war when it was also most likely to have gained the radiator seen in 
the photograph.  An AEC engine was fi tted at that time.  Apparently Beauchief were 
known for their liking of AEC engines and fi tted them in various vehicles of other 
makes.  Beauchief Coaches ceased operations in 1953 and their coaches passed to 
Sheffi eld United Tours, including WJ 9414, which became SUT, No.107.  They kept 
it only a few months and it went to the Royal Hotel, Arklow, Co. Wicklow in 1954, 
and then to Patrick Doyle (t/a St. Kevin’s Bus service) Roundwood, Co. Wicklow, 
10/56, until fi nally withdrawn 6/61 and scrapped (at the age of 27!) by Regan 
(dealer).  St. Kevin’s started a service from Glendalough to Dublin via Roundwood 
and Bray in 1927 and still operates on the same route today.  Glendalough is a place 
of pilgrimage to St. Kevin.
Leyland Tiger TS4, JUM 789 (Torque No.56)
 Several replies, not all in agreement, but the most likely history of JUM 789 
is that it was new to West Yorkshire Road Car Co in 1932 as fl eet number 544, 
registered YG 56, with an Eastern Counties C28F body.  After service with the War 
Department, it was ‘dismantled’ in 6/46, according to John Bennett and the remains 
went to North (dealer).  They re-registered it as JUM 789 a month later (I am not sure 
how that last bit worked!) and it then passed to Lowes Bros., Trimdon.    Lowes kept 
it until 9/51 when it was sold to J Maude and Sons having been downgraded to B30F 
by then.  After about fi ve years, it became a roadside café at Bowes.  No further 
reports; is it still there?  There is no agreement about whether the operator was Lowe 
or Maude when the photograph was taken.  It is suggested that it was photographed 
in Darlington.  Perhaps it had just arrived there and they didn’t have time to change 
the blind.
Leyland Cub KP3, WG 1170 (Torque No.56)
 This was withdrawn by Alexander 5/39 and went to Feltham Transport Ltd., 
Feltham 5/42.  It was rebodied by Westnor, C29F, c1948.

NEW ITEMS
(see photos overleaf)

Leyland Lioness Six, LTB1,  TK 4315
 With no fl eet name and an illegible destination blind, the photograph does 
not give much away.  That is a Bedford OB behind, so it must have been taken post-
war.
Crown Tours, Leyland Tiger TS4,  MV 2383
          Obviously a Duple body, or is it?  The windscreen looks a bit odd to me but I 
am only really familiar with Duple-bodied post-war Tigers.  Does anyone know its 
history or have a photograph with its original body?
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(Leyland Society Archive - RC Davis collection)

(David Gillard)
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Westcliff-on-Sea, Leyland Tiger PS1, MEV 174
 This was taken over by Westcliff from an independent.  Does anyone know its 
history and who built its unusual looking body and is there a photo of it when new?

Leyland Lion LSC3,  YV 5406
 Again, operator unknown, this bus looks ready for anything with its body 
seemingly much more modern than its chassis.  It might be a Leyland agency behind, 
with two adverts for Cubs in the windows and ‘Ley…’ behind the bus.  That could 
be part of ‘Darlington’ at the top of the picture.  Do you know anything more about 
the bus or the building?

(David Gillard)

(David Charlton collection)  
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In Torque No.53, I went to some length to describe how to achieve better results from 
scanning prints and negatives in an article entitled “Have you got the Right Image?”  Since 
then Mike Eyre and I have got together to improve and simplify the procedure and the 
result is reproduced below.  Please use this method as it produces the best quality scans and 
it would be good to raise the standard of scanning within our circle of interest - MAS

These simple instructions  - for fl atbed scanners - will produce scans for:
High quality images (“REPRO”) for reproduction in books or storing in an 1. 
image archive  
Good quality images (“MAG”) for magazine work only                                                               2. 
Images suitable for 6x4 inkjet prints (“6x4 JET”) 3. or screen viewing only                                      

A separate set of instruction is available for decent 35mm fi lm scanners such as the Plustek, 
Nikon Coolscan IV, V, 4000 and 5000.

Most important – For quality work, archiving photos, and work in Photoshop, you must 
use option 1 “REPRO”.  It is always possible to downgrade for printing and publication 
purposes but once scanned the decision cannot be reversed.

If you are scanning slides or fi lms you will probably have to fi t the slide holder or adaptor supplied 
with your scanner. These instructions are for scanning single images. If you are scanning prints, 
it is ideal (not essential) to scan only one at once as most modern scanners automatically look 
at the image and then adjust the brightness to optimise it.

STEP 1  -  Set the number of dots per inch for the scan - the “DPI”

Open the software which controls your scanner.  If it opens with a screen that says Automatic 
mode, click the button in that screen to change it to Manual or Advanced.  If your scanner is a 
low-cost all-in-one printer/scanner/fax then it probably isn’t suitable because its software 
doesn’t offer you enough control to do good scans - but have a go and see if you can fi nd 
the advanced screen - some have it, some don’t.

Select Prints (Refl ective), Film (Positive for slides, or negative) depending what you are 
scanning.

You should see a window with Resolution against it and a drop down arrow.  Click this 
and from the drop down set of sizes (which will probably go from 72 to 9600) select 300 
dpi.   (This may seem odd when the scanner offers much greater dpi; this extra resolution 
is covered by the next setting.  300dpi is what all book and magazine printers use.)

Image type  – For colour photos, select 24-bit colour  -  not 48-bit   (RGB, not CMYK if you 
are given the option).   For black & white photos, select  8-bit grayscale  -  not 16-bit

Do not select “Indexed Colour” - this is long out of date and does not give enough colour depth 
for decent reproduction.  If given the option, choose “Unsharp mask” for fi ne prints, slides 
and negatives. The name sounds odd - it does sharpen the image slightly.

If the image is from a book it will be printed in dots - in this case select “anti alias” which 
will remove this effect in the scanned image.  Some scanners will call this “Descreening” 
and give you the option for Magazine or Newsprint.  Do not select this if you are scanning 
a print made on an inkjet.
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STEP 2  -  Put the photo or slide in the scanner.  Preview it and using the mouse set the 
scanner to scan the area of the single print.

STEP 3  -  Now set the size of the scanned image. 
The scanner control screen will have a section called Target with window for Width and Height 
(W and H) and a drop down arrow for units, which will probably be showing centimetres 
and inches.  Ignore the size dimensions, leaving the size as Original and choose Pixels  
-  this setting is sometimes in a separate box/window.   PIXELS will now appear instead 
of inches or cms in the units box. 

STEP 4 - sizes to use
If you are scanning a landscape image (horizontal oblong) then set W (width) as follows, 
i.e. the longest side.  If you are scanning a portrait image (vertical oblong) then set H (height) 
as shown below:-    (The other (H or W) setting will set itself automatically).

 For REPRO (Archive) – 4,000 pixels, which will give a fi le size of approx 10-11MB   
  black & white, 30MB colour
 For MAG                      – 3,000 pixels, which will give a fi le size of approx 5-6MB black  
  & white, 16MB colour
 For 6x4 JET                 – 2,000 pixels, which will give a fi le size of approx 2MB black  
  & White, 6MB colour

This will automatically give the correct fi le size and you will see that the original has been 
increased (or decreased) by a percentage depending on the size of the original  –  the smaller 
the original, the greater the % increase.

If in doubt, or if you only want to do one scan or save one fi le, then always scan for 
REPRO - the image can easily by adjusted by software to MAG or JET size.  Do not try 
going the other way (say from JET to REPRO) - the image will always lose sharpness and 
defi nition and once this detail is lost it cannot be retrieved. 

The fi le size may seem large but it really is quite a small fi le in terms of the size of today’s 
hard disk drives.

STEP 5   -  Scan the image

STEP 6  -  Save the image as follows  -  Click Save (some scanners call it “Export”)
  
For REPRO select the fi le type TIFF and save the image as a TIFF fi le.  If it offers you the 
option of compression of the image, do not select it – most important!  The TIFF image 
will be about 10MB for black and white (grayscale) or 30MB for colour, which is what is 
needed for good repro work or for an image archive. 

For MAG and 6X4 JET save the fi le as a JPEG.  It should then offer you a sliding control 
to set the image fi le size
 for MAG move the slider to give an image size of about 2-3MB and save the image
 for 6x4 JET move the slider to give a fi le size of about 300KB and save the image.

Job done  -  be sure to back up your image fi les on another hard drive or a CD or DVD.                                                                                                                    

                                                                                     Mike Eyre & Mike Sutcliffe MBE, 13/6/12
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 Leyland Society member, John Shearman, has sent us some photographs of a 
very unusual double-decker bus which he came across on his travels in India in 
November 1979.  Believe it or not it’s a Leyland Comet goods chassis fi tted with the 
one and only locally built double-decker body of this type, no.DLP47 in the Delhi 
Transport Corporation fl eet, operating from the Banda Bahadur Marg Depot.  It had 
originally carried a single deck body, 36 seated + 15 standees, being re-bodied 
c1961/62.  It was designed specifi cally and solely for the transport of very young (i.e 
small) school children, and only used accordingly because of its severely restricted 

fl oor to ceiling heights.
          He was able to fi nd its 
chassis number, 513672, 
which Don Hilton can confi rm 
that the chassis (model 
EC02/4R, line no.18) was one 
of a batch of 83 supplied to 
Ashok as an importing agent 
in August 1951, before Ashok 
started to manufacture vehicles 
themselves.

A rear view of the Comet double 
decker  
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The upper deck appears quite spacious.  Perimeter seating, also knifeboard seats, all on the 
same bus – quite an uncomfortable journey in an Indian summer?

The interior lower saloon of the Comet looking forwards.  This is a reminder of those Hall Lewis 
bodies trying to get around the patents for the TD1 “Titan” body, with two sunken gangways!   
Judging from all the dents in the roof, either the panelling was made from aluminium sheets 
which were paper thin, or, many Indians were walking about with sore heads!
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Readers of previous issues of Leyland 
Torque may recall a photograph on the 
back cover of Torque No.6, of a 
bonneted 1932 Leyland Beaver with 
double decker bodywork.  Even before 
then, several Leyland Badgers in 
Bombay had double decker bodies – 
they were even featured in a fi lm made 
by Leyland Motors in about 1928/29, a 
copy of which we have obtained for our 
Archive – all very interesting!Interior upper deck, looking towards the 

staircase

Lightweight 
chassis fi tted 
with double 
decker bodies 
were nothing 
new in India 
–here is an 
earlier 
version, a 
1930 Badger 
in the 
monsoon 
fl oods   
(BCVMT 
L008317)

John continues - Incidentally, now that we are in thinking mode for double-deck Com-
ets (and never forget those in Karachi), allow me to refer you to “Leyland Journal”, 
June 1968.  The same Madras photo, less small and better printed, and with a slightly 
more informative caption, appears in “Bus & Coach”, July 1969.  These two Ashok-
Leyland Comets were operated by Madras State Transport to carry visitors around the 

Indian Interna-
tional Trade & 
Industries Fair 
in 1968.  These 
photographs are 
r e p r o d u c e d 
here, though 
small due to 
their poor qual-
ity.
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 The inspiration for this short piece comes from one of those “line-up” 
photographs that were popular with bus and coach operators in the 1940s and 1950s.  
The picture shows most of the fl eet of C J Towler of Emneth, a village to the south-
east of Wisbech, on the eastern edge of Marshland Fen and was probably taken in 
1947.  The vehicles shown include six Leylands, two Gilfords, an AEC Q and a 
Morris, leaving just one AEC Regal absent from the picture.
 C J (Jim) Towler commenced bus operation in 1932, rather later than most 
of the neighbouring independent operators, with the purchase of two Reo saloons, 
a make favoured until 1939 when two Gilfords joined the fl eet.  Expansion really 
began in 1944 with the acquisition of the business of FW Spriggs (Blue Bus), Parsons 
Drove and a merger with D Cousins (Lion Bus), Walpole St Andrew in 1945.  In 
1948 the business of F Rose, Holbeach Drove was added and Towlers became a major 
presence in the area with two main groups of stage carriage services, one operating 
from Wisbech Horsefair, to villages to the south and east, and the second group from 
Wisbech Old Market, to the north and west, reaching Spalding with a daily service.
 Leyland coaches were a feature of the fl eet from 1943 until 1963 when part 
of the business was sold, with double deckers being added from 1951.  All were 

WS 8012.  SMT had 100 
Leyland Cheetah buses 
with Alexander bodies, 
which were unusual 
in having full fronts.  
Towler’s WS 8012 would 
have met WS 8050 which 
was owned by neighbours 
Cook & Tibbs in their 
“Ivy” fl eet.  The Towler 
vehicle has an interesting 
collection of lights and 
headlights!  

(OS – Roy Marshall)
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second-hand, but were carefully chosen, well maintained and gave good service to the 
communities of the Fens.  A number of them had interesting previous or subsequent 
histories and were suffi ciently sought after by bus enthusiasts that there are pictures 
of all of the nineteen examples. The ownership of the fi rst London Transport AEC Q 
(GX 5395) from 1946 to 1951 may well have attracted visiting enthusiasts.
 The fi rst Leyland arrived in 1943, probably from former War Department 
stock which became available at about that date.  It (CK 4109) had begun life with 
Ribble in 1929, but had been with at least two other operators since and had, at some 
point, acquired another coach body of unknown make.  In 1945 the opportunity was 
taken to purchase one of the unusual Leyland Cheetahs (WS 8012) with full front 
Alexander bus body from Scottish Motor Traction (SMT), a sound investment, as 
it ran for ten years!  In 1946 three Leyland Tiger coaches were added, (PG 8553, JH 
1921 and OY 2753).  The fi rst of these (PG 8553) was rebodied in 1949 with a unique 
coach body by Blackburn Aerospace and the third (OY 2573), which had been one 
of eleven Harrington bodied Leyland Tigers new to John Bennett of Croydon in 
1932, was rebodied with a very substantial Rainforth of Lincoln body.  The second 
of the Tigers (JH 1921) was fi rst owned by Chiltern Omnibus, but had been TR8 in 

JH 1921was a Leyland Tiger TS4 new to the Chiltern Omnibus company , but is seen here 
with London Transport.  (OS Collection).    With Towlers, it looked very different, having 
been fi tted with an Alexander  “Bluebird” coach body of 1935 vintage acquired for the 
purpose.   It also has a radiator of the Leyland Lion style.                            (OS Collection)

PG 8553 showing the 1949 body by Blackburn Aerospace, with the Ivy Cheetah behind. (OS 
– Roy Marshall)    OY 2573 with the 1949 Rainforth body and working on hire to Eastern 
Counties on a seaside service to Great Yarmouth.                                          (OS Collection)
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ARU 173 was new to Hants & Dorset, originally carrying Elliott Bros livery.   After 
requisition in 1940 it served two operators before arriving with Towler.   It still looked 
immaculate when photographed on a visit to London.          (DA Jones)

HYN 898 is a mystery vehicle.   Its origin is uncertain, but it is probably one of a batch of 
Leyland TS6 coaches with English Electric bodies new to Ribble Motor Services in 1933.  

(OS – Roy Marshall)
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the London Transport fl eet and was fi tted with a 1935 Alexander “Bluebird” body 
acquired from Whippet of Hilton.  These Tigers were followed by two later models, 
a TS7 (ARU 173) which was new to Hants and Dorset in 1935, but arrived via the 
War Department, AE Bradshaw, London SE18 and Fenwick, Old Bolingbroke, and 
a mysterious TS6.  The TS6 (HYN 898) which was re-registered in 1947 had seen 
service with the military and is thought to have previously been a Ribble vehicle.

FOF 295 was the second of a pair of former Birmingham Corporation Leyland Titans in 
the Towler fl eet.  It is seen at Wisbech (Old Market) in the company of former Darwen 
Corporation, Burlingham bodied, Leyland TD5 (DTD 401) in the fl eet of JR Flatt of Long 
Sutton.             (OS – CF Klapper)

The TD2 pictured when in service with Eagle, with its Dodson body with rather ungainly 
front and no windscreen due to the Metropolitan Police regulations  (JF Higham)    When 
rebodied, and with CovRad radiator sporting a Tiger badge, MV 6306 looks to be a typical 
late 1930s coach, but beneath the Harrington coachwork is reputed to be the chassis of a 
former London Transport double decker bus.                                                (OS Collection)
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 The next four Leylands were all Titans, but the fi rst of these (MV 6306) carried 
a magnifi cent 1937 Harrington coach body.  It had begun life with a Dodson double 
deck body in the Eagle Omnibus fl eet, was later TD30 in the London Transport fl eet.  
It was one of a number of ex-London Independent Leyland double deckers that were 
rebodied by Harrington as coaches around 1937, after service with LPTB.  There is 
then quite a gap in its history before it is recorded with AE Bradshaw, London SE18 
in 1945, then with Fenwick, Old Bolingbroke before Towlers.   Towler’s fi rst true 
double decker arrived from Warrington Corporation in 1951 (ED 9011) where it had 
been one of a batch of twelve with the ill-fated Leyland metal framed bodywork.  The 
signs of rebuilding and strengthening were visible, but it served another seven years.  
Next came a pair of Leyland bodied TD6 vehicles (FOF 292, FOF 295), originally with 
Birmingham City Transport, but acquired from Lansdowne Coaches, London E11.
 In the mid-1950s the half-cab coach was deemed out of date by many coach 
operators and some good second-hand buys were to be had.  Towlers obtained six 
Leyland Tiger PS1 vehicles with bodywork by Burlingham (HTC 476), Duple (HPW 
677), Harrington (JHA 260 and FDK 619), Santus (HTF 158) and Trans-United (JTB 
459).  The Trans-United bodied Tiger (JTB 459) had been converted to full-front.  
After three or four years work in the Fens two of the chassis (HTF 158 and JTB 459) 
were still considered good enough to provide the foundations for Barton Transport to 
create “new” double-deckers out of them!  The chassis were reconditioned, extended 
and fi tted with new Northern Counties bodies with 63 seats and full fronts! (YRR 
792, YRR 793).

 

The fi nal Leyland coaches were an interesting trio, two Leyland Comets and a 30 
foot Leyland PS2.  The normal control Comet enjoyed only limited success in the 
United Kingdom as a coach and bus chassis.  Towlers fi rst example (LNN 890) had 
a Plaxton body and the second acquired some six years after the fi rst, had bodywork 
by Rainforth (KPW 999); in each case Towler was only the second owner of the 
vehicle.  The Leyland PS2 (BBG 1) was new in 1952, when most operators had 

JTB 459 began life with a half-cab body by Trans United, but this had been rebuilt to full 
front by the time the vehicle was purchased by Towlers.  An even greater transformation  
would occur in 1958 after sale to Barton where it was fi tted with a new Northern Counties 
double deck body and re-registered YRR 792 - seen in Derby (Bus Station) on the X42 
express service to Nottingham.     (OS – Roy Marshall, and John Bennett) 

Leyland Torque 57 new.indd   Sec1:39Leyland Torque 57 new.indd   Sec1:39 10/9/12   12:48:0810/9/12   12:48:08



40 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 57    Autumn 2012

changed to the underfl oor-engined Royal Tiger, and carried 37 seat bodywork by 
Burlingham.  Its registration number would command a huge price today!
 The last Leyland acquired by Towlers was a double decker (GUP 928), new 
to Sunderland and District in 1947 and with Roe bodywork.  At the time of the sale 
of the fi rst part of the business in 1963 it was one of three surviving Leylands, with 
a Comet (KPW 999) and a Tiger (HTC 476).  All of Towlers coaches ran regularly on 
the stage carriage services, the double decker generally being used on the Wisbech 
to Spalding service.  It is the nature of routes serving the Fenland villages that on 
Saturdays and on market days in the towns there is considerable demand for the 
services, but on other days there are many fewer passengers to be carried.
 The Towler services from Wisbech Old Market were acquired by WH Fowler 
and Sons, Holbeach Drove in 1963 with the last three Leylands, an AEC Regal and a 
Bedford SB. In 1965 the services from Wisbech Horsefair passed to D L Fox, Manea, 
but were regained by Alan C Towler in 1969 when the business recommenced from 
the Emneth premises with vehicles in the cream and pale green livery that had been 
used previously.  
 Although Leyland vehicles were favoured in the Towler fl eet there were 
also coaches with AEC, Bedford, Commer and Dennis chassis, but in very small 
numbers.  Bedford coaches later replaced most of the Leylands and other makes 
in the fl eet and included four with Yeates bodies purchased new.  At least the 1964 
purchase, a Plaxton bodied Bedford VAL14 had a Leyland engine!
 Postscript: Towlers Coaches Ltd was formed in 2003 and continues to operate 
from the Emneth premises, with the third generation of the family in charge and there 
may still be a Leyland in the fl eet, although that will be of a later generation too!

LNN 890 was the fi rst of two Leyland 
Comet coaches in the Towler fl eet.  
This Plaxton bodied example is seen 
in the bus station at Spalding.  
          (OS – Roy Marshall)

GUP 928 was a Roe bodied Leyland 
PD1 from Sunderland and District 
seen at Wisbech (Old Market) on 
a wintery day with radiator well 
protected and the immaculate light 
green paintwork splattered with mud 
from the Fenland roads. 

(OS Collection)  
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BBG 1 is an example of the fi nal version of the traditional half-cab coach.  This Burlingham 
bodied example seated 37 as the chassis was to the then new maximum length. 

(OS – Roy Marshall) 

THE LEYLANDS OF CJ TOWLER, EMNETHTHE LEYLANDS OF CJ TOWLER, EMNETH
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A  Leyland Lynx with Three Axles – From Ron Phillips
          HD 7236 was a three axle Leyland Lynx with a body built by Charles Roe, 
Leeds.   The registration dates from around 1941 and it may have been an off-road 
vehicle for a public utility).   Does any reader know more about this rather unusual 
lorry? 

Lion in Deep Water – from Paul Edwards
 Following the picture on page 15 in the last issue, where we asked for a 
suggested caption to the picture, there have been a couple of responses.  Paul had 
two suggestions:
-   “Donald where’s yer trewsers?”
-   “I said, put it in bottom gear if you want me to crank it out of this fl ood for you”
Paul couldn’t resist the invitation (…and yes, it did lower the tone a little, Paul!   Now 
Jasper, what happened to this machine when you recovered it to assist in one of your 
restorations? Do we have a picture of it with W Alexander & Sons? – Ed.) 
 Richard Peskett  –  thought that we should have a caption competition with 
each issue.  There must be enough pics. of Leylands in trouble!  To start with the 
present one  “I always thought you could not trust that damn Sat-Nav.”
W Alexander, Leyland TD1 Emergency Window – from Bob Kell
 Another very good issue of Torque.  Now for the gamekeeper turned poacher 
bit – Leyland TD1s.  The photograph of Alexander/ex-Wallasey R157, at the top 
of page 15 of Torque No.55, shows a peculiar feature.  The photograph shows the 
oval white ‘Traffi c Commissioners’ area licence number plate, which ceased to be 
used on the outbreak of War; thus the picture was taken between 1931 and 1939.  
However, the upper rear window, of characteristic Leyland TD1/2 shape, shows no 
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operating handle nor hinging for it to be used an as emergency exit.  R71 as rebuilt 
does show this, which I presume was a requirement following the 1930 Road Traffi c 
Act.  So, where was the top deck emergency exit on R157?
R71 shows the registration number mounted on the upper exit glass.  I know that 
Glasgow CT mounted their registrations there on double deckers – was this then a 
Scottish habit?  I can see no sign of a compulsory red rear light on R71 – surely it 
did have one! (or is that it on the extreme right of lower waistrail - what a peculiar 
place?)
LST 3507 “Empire Gaelic” – from Colin Thirlwall
 I couldn’t resist this ......   Thanks for the excellent centre fold in Torque 
No.56, photographed just before I became a Leyland Apprentice, in 1951.  I now 
live in the Isle of Man I believe we still have one of these glorious PD2s here in our 
Transport Museum.    Now – “Garlic Empire”, whilst this is not strictly within the 
Society`s operating area, it set me off!   The ship in Douglas Harbour is clearly one 
of the fl eet of The Atlantic Steam Navigation Co Ltd.  They were all, at that time, 
ex LCT (Landing Craft Tank) and had begun to run between Preston and Larne NI 
in 1948.  I used them several times.  They were named  “Empire Doric”,  “Empire 
Gaelic” and “Empire Cymric”   They were as you would expect, ex Royal Navy, 
and no doubt well knocked about prior to being converted to this service.  The same 
could have also applied to the crews, who had just recently performed heroic duties 
in WW2.  It takes no great imagination to assume that “Garlic Empire” could have 
been a simple name of endearment used by a crew member to describe the ship to 
which he had been posted, rather than the brand new liner he had hoped to join after 
a very hard war!  Pick yourself a name which you think may have been the real 
ship.   On the other hand, maybe there really was a “Garlic Empire”.  The ASN Co   
improved the service over the years with other ships and eventually disappeared into 
P&O.    
 Derek Calrow adds – LST 3507 “Empire Gaelic” chartered from the Ministry 
of Transport in January 1949 by the Atlantic Steam Navigation Co. Ltd. (certainly 
not the S S Garlic Empire!).  It had recently joined the Empire Cedric, which ship 
had inaugurated the World’s fi rst Roll on-Roll off service between Preston & Larne.  
Douglas Harbour did not of course have a linkspan facility in those days hence 
the Leyland Titans being unloaded by derricks .  In future years further LSTs were 
brought into service and carried thousands of Leylands across the sea to Ireland.  On 
the Leyland front I am the joint owner (together with Keith Severn) of the Lytham 
1934 Leyland Lion LT5a,TJ 6760, which is now extremely close to being on parade.  
Ex-Lytham Leyland Titan TD4c, BTF25, is being restored currently and we hope 
that vehicle will be joining the Lion sometime next year.  Finally my congratulations 
to both you & Leyland Torque for being such an inspiration to the protection of the 
Leyland heritage.  (Thank you Derek for those kind words, we will all look forward to 
seeing the Titan when completed.  It’s a very important piece of PSV history, retaining its 
Torque Converter, especially nice in being full-fronted with a mirror image of the handsome 
“Bailey” cab front – two for the price of one - Brilliant! – Ed.)
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 AE (Ted) Jones continues – “Empire Gaelic” was a 4,840 GRT, Landing 
Ship, Tank (LST) which was built by Davie Shipbuilding and Repairing Co Ltd, 
Lauzon, Canada.  Completed in June 1945 as LST 3507.  Converted to a ferry for the 
Atlantic Steam Navigation Co Ltd and renamed “Empire Gaelic”.  Entered service in 
January 1949 on the Preston to Larne service, scrapped in September 1960 at Burcht, 
Belgium.  This is the one, which Isle of Man Road Services must have specially 
chartered as being cheaper than one or two at a time on the foredeck of an IoM 
Steam Packet ship, as previously done.  I was particularly interested in the excellent 
shot of the IoMRS Leylands in course of delivery to the Island, as I was living there 
(as a schoolboy) when their slightly earlier PD1 cousins were delivered in 1946-7.  
The vessel is at the King Edward Pier in Douglas harbour, with the old sea terminal 
building (with clock tower) visible in the background at the foot of Victoria Pier, and 
the cream-coloured Peveril Hotel behind.
 As youngsters, my friends and I were quite excited at the prospect of double-
deckers appearing on the Island’s roads beyond the Douglas boundary.  There was 
much tree-lopping to be done, which attracted angry letters to the newspapers, but 
furthermore, all the company’s garages had to have their roofs raised by a foot or 
two to give suffi cient headroom, an exercise we watched with avid interest at Port 
Erin where I was living in 1947.  I well remember getting into the garage via the 
adjacent loco shed on a quiet Sunday, when the fi rst PD1s had been delivered.  We 
caused no damage whatsoever, but I recall sitting in the cab of one, and then upstairs, 
and savouring the unforgettable smells of the paint and leather in a brand new bus.  
Fortunately, we were not detected for, if we had been, we would probably have 
ended up in a juvenile courtroom, so strict were the standards of the time.
Low-Loader, STF 90 – from Harold Rushton
 When I saw Tom Crook a couple of years back he mentioned the roll angle 
tests.  Apparently STF90 could be driven on full throttle and full lock without 
overturning, the speed self limiting by lifting of the inside rear wheel.  I can’t make 
out who the driver was in the photo on the back cover of the last issue.
Photograph List and additional information – from Peter Greaves  
 Members may like to know that Peter produces and regularly updates a very 
detailed list of PSVs appearing in photographs in Torque and Journal, updating it 
after each issue.  It is in registration number order and you would be absolutely 
amazed at just how many Leyland pictures that have appeared in our magazines 
since we started.  There must be around 2500 photographs listed with full details 
including chassis numbers.
 In Torque No.56, page 5, the White Rose Leviathan removing van was 
registered DM 5264 (not as shown).  The “un-frozen” Tiger TS11, HVT 974, on 
page 14 had chassis no.311694, Willowbrook B37F, new in 1942 to Stoke on Trent 
Motors No.34, and to Potteries Motor Traction in 6/51.   The LT1 Lion in the river 
on page 15 was MS 9108 with chassis no.50472, new in July 1929.  (Thank you Peter 
for adding this detail – Ed.)
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Leyland Tiger TS2 Steering Boxes – from Neil D Steele 
 Neil Steele writes regarding Nick Webster’s query on page 46 of Torque No.55 
–  recently, through the generosity of an ex-Society member I acquired a small manual 
(approx A5 size) entitled “Temporary Service Manual for Leyland “T” Class Chassis 
1931”.  Having made a few enquiries I discovered that another Society offi cer had a 
similar manual and this was dated 1930.  Of course this begs the question why was 
Leyland issuing temporary manuals when the ‘T’ class chassis had been in service for 
a number of years?  My own thoughts on this are that these small manuals were issued 
to bring operators news of the latest product developments at  Leyland.
 This manual is small but comprehensive and includes up to date information 
for all models.  The recent enquiry in Torque No.55 regarding the fi tting of Marles 
steering gear to a TS2 chassis registered when reading the ‘Steering’ section of this 
manual.  Firstly, it states that Badger TA, Beaver TC and Terrier TE models would 
continue to be fi tted with the worm and segment type of steering – it continues by 
saying “On all other models, steering of the Marles type is adopted.”  It then goes 
on to say “Use gear oil only as a lubricant, never grease”, we are then directed to the 
Appendix where we fi nd “Instructions for fi tting Marles steering”.  The instructions 
for this cover 4¼ pages and are comprehensive and too long to include here. 
 Thinking back to researching the Leyland General Manager’s reports, I recall 
reading that some operators complained about ‘heavy steering’ on Titan, Tiger and 
Lion types and that some experiments had been undertaken by Leyland regarding 
tyre make, pressures etc. and that Leyland Service Engineers could fi nd no defi nite 
reason for these problems; they were not reported as being wide spread and no real 
problems other than a probable lack of lubrication could be found with the worm and 
segment steering.        
 For whatever reason, Leyland decided to introduce Marles steering gear, and 
included the extensive installation and set-up instructions in the 1931 Temporary 
Manual for the retrospective fi tting of this by operators.  We will probably never 
know if Nick Webster’s TS2 was fi tted from new with Marles steering or soon after 
entering service as a modifi cation or perhaps even later as Nick suggests.  The Beaver 
and Terrier were soon to be fi tted with Marles steering as standard as were all new 
heavy chassis including the FT and TLM fi re engines.  If Nick would like a copy of 
the steering section of this manual please make contact with Neil (address on inside 
front cover).  

SALES & WANTS
Leyland Journals – A complete set, 1935 to 1970 is offered for sale.  Please 
contact Roger Monk, email  roger.monk31@yahoo.co.uk 
Thames Valley Titan – Can anyone fi nd a photo of this elusive Titan?  –  Thames 
Valley Car No.272 (JB 5851) was a TD4 with Brush L24/24R body new in 1935, 
but was badly damaged in a fi re in March 1940.  It was re-bodied by ECW with a 
L24/24R body of the style then being fi tted to Bristol K5Gs, remaining in service 

Leyland Torque 57 new.indd   Sec1:45Leyland Torque 57 new.indd   Sec1:45 10/9/12   12:48:1310/9/12   12:48:13



46 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 57    Autumn 2012

until 1950.  This bus ran daily out of Reading Stations Square on trunk services, 
mainly Route 4 to Camberley, also Route 1 to Maidenhead, Route 10 to Newbury 
and Route 2 to Wokingham, Ascot or Windsor.  However, no photos of the complete 
bus have so far surfaced!   Perhaps someone snapped it in one of those towns when 
passing through?  If you can help please do get in touch with Paul Lacey, 17 Sparrow 
Close, Woosehill, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG41 3HT, or email paul.lacey3551@
btinternet.com.  Here is sister bus no.274 when new, with its Brush lowbridge body 
(Mike Sutcliffe collection).

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
          Surely one of the most attractive bus designs of all time was the fi nal design 
of Leyland “Hybridge” body.  This example was the second in a batch of 40 supplied 
to Manchester Corporation Transport in 1953.  Fleet no.3331, NNB 171, had chassis 
no.531275, line no.3988, with its 60-seater highbridge body.  It lasted in service to 
be transferred to SELNEC on 1st November 1969.                  (Dr. Michael A. Taylor)
Back Cover
          The location of where this picture was taken is not known but possibly the 
London Docks.  We can identify the vehicle as a TSA1 Badger with chassis no.2403, 
new in March 1933, to Convoys Ltd, registered JJ 8844, probably the fi rst TSA1 
built.  It is a hot day in June 1933 and the driver already has the cab roof vent open 
while being loaded with rolls of newsprint estimated to weigh around 7 to 10cwt 
each.  The Badger is working on contract to Edward Lloyd Ltd. paper manufacturers 
specializing in paper for the newspaper industry.  They had Mills at Sittingbourne and 
Kemsley, Kent, then the largest Mills of their type in Europe.  At the time this picture 
was taken Lloyds were supplying over 60% of the paper used by UK newspapers this 
must have kept the Badger busy delivering to Fleet Street.     (BCVMT L013068)
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Leyland Fleet Series
A series of books recording the  eets and operators that were important 
Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
  Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £7.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see 
website or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges features are from the 2010, 2011 
and 2012 Rallies. 
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 40 Bodiam Drive, Toothill, Swindon, Wilts  SN5 8BE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with additional 
help from Neil Steele. It was printed by Proco Print, Sheffi eld. Distribution by RnB Mailing, 
Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Winter 2012 issue should be sent to the Editor by 
20th October 2012, please.

 You can just hear what the mothers of these young lads are going to say when 
they get home, with their clothes and shoes plastered in wet tar!   No health and safety 
precautions and the boy at the back is suitably armed with his home-made bow and 
arrow.  Pictured in April 1949, the lorry pulling a solid tyred trailer, was LLG 297, 
a Leyland Beaver 12B/3, new in October 1948 to the Box Grouting & Spraying Co.
of Altrincham.  It had chassis 481458, line no.150.                    (BCVMT – L037639)

ROAD MAKING IN ALTRINCHAM
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 Available from good newsagents.
Price £3.75

or e-mail presbusps@aol.com

Tel: 02392 655224
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