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 The lower picture on page 3 of the last issue of Torque brought a huge response 
– thank you all who contributed.  The Dallas LSC1 Lion was in fact TD 8604 (not 
TC as in the caption) and it was taken on the Edinburgh Castle esplanade with the 
‘half-moon battery’ in the background, taken from the Tattoo parade ground.   A day-
trip possibly but a long distance to travel.
 The Tailpiece photograph in Torque No.66 showing the Titan TD1 being 
loaded at Liverpool Docks onto the ship bound for Australia has sparked off some 
interest in trying to learn more about the twelve TD1s which went to Australia.  It has 
been very diffi cult to identify these but Michael Plunkett and John Burton are both 
on the case and we hope to publish an article on their fi ndings in the next issue.
 The story of the Leyland Eight cars continues in this issue, this time trying to 
identify each of the 18 or so vehicles manufactured.  For those who aren’t particularly 
interested in cars please bear with us as this is by far the most detailed exercise that 
has ever taken place on the Leyland Eight; it will only be carried out once and needs 
to be done properly.  The research has also gone down well with a number of non-
members and will be completed in the next issue with the use of the engine design in 
the ill-fated Leyland Z range of 30cwt trucks and buses, one of Leyland’s blunders!
 We have had an excellent response to the questionnaire with over 80 received 
back and they are still dribbling in.  We have already started to examine them and 
take note of your comments which, although they differ in personal interests, they 
are very complimentary in their comments on the running of the Society and the 
professionalism of our publications, always good to hear!
 An entry form for the 2015 Gathering in Leyland on 28th June is included 
with this issue of Torque and we would be grateful if you could return it as soon 
as possible so we have an indication of numbers and can start planning the event.  
We hope that you will be able to make it to Leyland and we look forward to seeing 
you.
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LEYLAND  SOCIETY GATHERING  -  2015
To be held in Leyland on Sunday 28th June 2015

          Just in case you missed last month’s announcement, our 2015 Gathering will 
be held on Sunday 28th June at the British Commercial Vehicle Museum (BCVM).  
We have already had a good number of entries, including some recently completed 
restorations that will be making their public debut at our event.  It is good to see that 
there are still many Leylands that are being returned to operational condition by their 
owners and long may their numbers continue to increase.  We hope to see many of 
them at our future events.    
 The BCVM have also kindly agreed to organise a road run for those who 
would like to take part and this will be on Saturday 27th June, starting at 2 pm.  
The route is being fi nalised by the Museum and will be similar to last year’s event, 
starting from the BCVM car park and fi nishing at the same location.  There will not 
be any restrictions so you will be able to drive at your chosen pace and stop wherever 
you wish for photographs and refreshments.  If you would like to take part in the 
road run, please remember indicate this on your entry form so that we can advise the 
BCVM of the expected numbers.  Overnight vehicle parking will be available at the 
BCVM if required.  Please ensure your contact details are fully completed on the 
entry form, including an e-mail address if possible, in case we need to contact you at 
short notice about the event.  

NEW SALES STALL FOR THE SOCIETY
 In order 
that the So-
ciety might 
attend more 
events across 
a wider area 
our Chairman 
has decided 
to dispose of 
his trailer and 
utilise a new, 
professional 
standard stall 

and tables that he can carry in his car.  The marquee measures 3 metres (10ft) by 6 
metres (20ft).  While the old blue marquee has stood us in good stead through some 
particularly inclement weather (Lancaster House) it was becoming decidedly frail 
and in need of replacement.  To make best use of the new equipment the member-
ship are invited to submit suggestions as to where the Society might be invited to 
attend suitable events with the aim of attracting new members.  We would remind 
organisers of events that we are a registered Charity and would not be willing to pay 
a commercial rate to attend.
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ALL CHANGE AT THE KITHEAD TRUST
 There have been signifi cant changes at The Kithead Trust, Droitwich Spa 
with the retirement of Peter Jaques as Trustee and Secretary last October.  As many 
members will know Peter has occupied these posts since the creation of the Trust 
25 years ago. Trust chairman Brian King paid tribute to Peter: “the tremendous 
collection we have today is largely the result of the excellent work that Peter and a 
small number of colleagues have put in down the years.  We are delighted that Peter 
remains with us as volunteer emeritus”.
          Long-standing trustee Philip Kirk has taken over as Secretary to the Trustees 
and the new post of Archivist.  Philip has had a successful career in the bus industry, 
culminating in 20 years at City of Oxford, latterly as managing director.  He is an 
active transport researcher and author.  He took early retirement at the end of October, 
and has embarked on a Masters degree in Archives and Records Management.  Philip 
also retains an interest in the bus industry as an advisor to First Group.
 The Trustees consider that 25 years is a good point at which to evaluate the 
collection, and have asked Philip to conduct an analysis, focusing on: collections 
policy, management of the collection, and outreach and publicity to increase 
knowledge of the Trust and its holdings. 
 Developments for 2015 include placing the collection catalogue online, and the 
publication of a quarterly newsletter.  If you would like to subscribe to the newsletter, 
simply email hello@kitheadtrust.org.uk with “NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBE” in 
the subject fi eld.  Philip Kirk can be contacted at philip@kitheadtrust.org.uk. 

THE TRANSPORT TRUST AWARDS
 Entries are invited for The Transport Trust Restoration Awards.  A number 
of cash awards, normally up to a maximum of £3,000 each, are made annually for 
high quality transport restoration projects which are well advanced, but which would 
be helped towards earlier completion by a modest cash injection.  The closing date for 
Restoration Award entries is 30th June next and inspection of projects will take place 
before the end of August, with the declaration of winners made during October.  Award 
criteria and entry forms are available from The Transport Trust, 202 Lambeth Road, 
London SE1 7JW – email info@transporttrust.com or telephone 0207 928 6464. 
          Nominations are also invited for the Trust’s Preservationist of the Year 
Award, Lifetime Achievement Awards and The Young Preservationist of the 
Year Award (which carries with it a cash sum of £500 for the winner).  These three 
Awards enable the Trust to acknowledge and publicise a wide range of endeavours in 
the cause of transport preservation - from management or administration to hands-on 
restoration work. 
          Entries are invited from individuals or organisations and should reach the 
Transport Trust offi ce not later than 1st June next.  Presentation to winners will take 
place in the summer on a date, and at a Greater London venue to be announced.  
For queries contact Ian Horner, Transport Trust Awards Programme, Ian.horner@
transporttrust.com.  02380 842223 / 07561 523975.
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Offi ce Renovation Project at Leyland Trucks
          Leyland Trucks has embarked on an offi ce renovation project and appointed 
Conlon Construction to undertake all works at the Leyland Assembly Plant (LAP) 
here in Leyland.  Designed by architectural and planning consultancy practice, 
Cassidy & Ashton, the 52-week project will provide an additional fl oor on top of 
the existing two-storey offi ce accommodation.  It is also enables the company to 
upgrade its offi ce space and re-organise factory fl ow systems.  Work started on 
site on 10th November 2014, the multi-phase project includes extending the staff 
canteen, upgrading existing offi ce space, toilets and the medical centre, establishing 
a conference room and visitor centre.  The engineering design hub, which is currently 
a two story internal building and sited on the factory fl oor, will be relocated as part 
of the project, providing 12,271 sq ft of additional space for lean material fl ow 
improvements to the assembly process. Throughout the renovation project, normal 
business continues and Leyland Trucks continues to produce the quality range of 
DAF products for the UK, European and wider world markets.

          With a history dating back to 1896, Leyland 
Trucks, a wholly-owned subsidiary of PACCAR Inc, 
employs around 1,000 staff and currently produces 
50 trucks per day.  Michael Conlon, chairman at 
Conlon Construction, said: “Leyland Trucks is one 

This 2011 aerial photo 
shows the Leyland Assembly 
Plant, with offi ces, now 
manufacturing all right-hand 
drive vehicles for DAF.
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of Lancashire’s greatest success stories, so we’re honoured to have been awarded 
this contract.  This renovation project will enable Leyland Trucks to streamline its 
business operations, providing better fl exibility and effi ciency across the engineering 
and administrative sides of the business. It will also provide better facilities for the 
many customer and education visits hosted throughout the year.” 

The DAF XF can be specifi ed for heavy haulage operations and this example has the 
510hp MX-13 engine meeting Euro 6 emission limits

The DAF LF is the smallest truck in the DAF range and is powered by the Paccar PX-5 4.5 
litre engine with power outputs up to 210hp 

The DAF CF can be specifi ed as a rigid or tractor unit using the Paccar PX-7, DAF MX-11 
or MX-13 engines of between 220 and 510hp
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LORRIES FROM THE NORTH 
A selection of photographs from Peter J Davies

 For this edition of Torque we have selected a number of Peter Davies’ 
pictures illustrating the varied haulage operations in the North of England.  The 
photos also demonstrate the advances in vehicle design and modes of operation since 
the 1950s.
 Malcolm Wilford has managed to identify some of them by trawling through 
his extensive chassis records and we thank him for that.  Gary Dwyer has provided 
the captions to the photographs.

This 1954 Comet tipper, registered TWA 810,  was operated by Burnett and Hallamshire of 
Sheffi eld when photographed being loaded with coal in what looks to be an open cast mine.  
The high sides on the body and the light weight of the Comet chassis would have made it an 
ideal vehicle for maximum payload for its operator. 
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The neatly sheeted load carried by this early long wheelbase Comet of 1949 looks quite 
heavy judging by the clearance between the rear wheels and their arches!  MVK 590 was 
operated by S.V.H. Transport of Newcastle on Tyne.  

Haulier M. Cook of Stocksfi eld  was transporting a riveted construction tank when this 
1956 Octopus 24.O/4, registered KNL 364, (chassis 556424, line no. 122) was photographed.  
The 12000 gallon tank was to be used for storage of the heater fuel, Pink Paraffi n.
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Why this 1961 Octopus 24.O/4 of International Boilers and Radiators Ltd of Gateshead was 
carrying the Lancashire registration number, PRN 732, is not known but the description of 
their products could surely be applied to the chassis as well!

The folded sheets on the twin-axle semi-trailer (with no headboard!) suggest the driver of 
this 1963 LAD cabbed Badger 14LWB/1R (chassis L02814, line no. 19), SXG 125, of W. G. 
Thomas of Middlesborough could be taking a break between loads.                  (Len Neild)
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Harold Wood, Heckmondwike operated this 1978 Lynx tractor unit, OCX 939T, powered by 
the fi xed-head Leyland 500 Series engine.  It was coupled to an articulated acid tanker 
when photographed at Sandbach M6 services in 1979.

This 1987 Constructor 30.25, registered E657 TYG, of Stocks Blocks, Garforth, was 
photographed at their yard in 1990 whilst the driver fi nished securing his load.  Note the 
reversed air intake stack on this vehicle to prolong air cleaner life.
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237. Leyland Comet Fire Engines
  John Thompson and John 
Meakins have provided further 
details including the fact that 
fi ve machines worked for 
Birmingham.  We now have yet 
another list with more registration 
numbers but it would be useful 
to ascertain if anyone has any 
additional information re Comet 
fi re-engines (especially tying up 
with chassis numbers) before we 
publish a fi nal list.

241. Gibson, Moffat PD2/1 MTA 747
 Maurice Doggett advises that this vehicle was originally delivered to Devon 
General in 1950 as a demonstrator, presumably on trade plates.  Although registered 
locally it was never owned by them and only stayed a few months before passing to 
Gibsons.  Its use was probably associated with the purchase of six similar PD2s but 
with lowbridge bodies, MTT 640-5, the following year, allegedly at a ‘very favourable 
price’ in anticipation of future 
orders which did not materialise.  
The chassis number 502429 
identifi es it being originally built 
as a Leyland ‘stock’ vehicle.  (It 
is hoped to publish an article on 
these vehicles in a future edition of 
Torque).  Tony Hall has identifi ed 
a further non-Lancashire 
registered demonstrator, OZ 
2233, a 1950 Leyland ‘Hybridge’ 
model (chassis 502320) fi rst used 
by Belfast Corporation, no.350.  
This was also a ‘stock’ vehicle.

242. Danish State Railways PD2
 Key details from the offi cial Leyland record for this vehicle state  –  Titan 
PD2/3, chassis 483583 (Line No.794, Engine No.600/39/166, CMO 27200A), 
Leyland ‘Hybridge’ H30/26R, it was laid down on the line 11/8/48 and released at 

Birmingham LVP 126                    (John Thompson)

Ex-stock Titan PD2/1, OZ 2233, with Belfast. 
(Bill Montgomery)
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the gate on 14/9/48.  The chassis was drawn from a batch allocated for Capetown 
(replacement chassis 483830, CMO No.27200), supplied to DAB for Danish State 
Railways No.304 in 6/50, and registered KA78.431.   Colin Brazier suggests the 
vehicle still exists as it features on a Danish website: www.dsb-rutebilier.dk.   A 
different picture of this bus appeared in Torque No.41, page 15.  Bruce MacPhee 
adds - Is that a D.A.B. badge on the rad of this PD2/3?  A complete ‘stab in the dark’ 
– could they have built the body in Denmark using Leyland components/drawings, 
in the same way that Alexander and Lancashire Aircraft Corporation built bodies on 
early PD1s?  Note the Büssing artic behind; D.A.B. started production in 1947 with 
Büssing chassis (perhaps under war reparations?) and Leyland engines.  
245. Miller, Preston, CK 3900
 This picture was taken in February 1935. Can anyone supply further details?

(Colin Bull)

An unusual 3-axle bonneted Leyland timber wagon.        (BCVMT  L015451)

246. New 
Zealand, 
Leyland Cub          
Further informa-
tion is sought re 
this New Zealand 
Cub, possibly 
registered 
FVX 830.
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247. Lancashire United, Titan TD7s
 Peter Greaves raises a query about the following wartime deliveries to 
Lancashire United.
247 ETJ 531 TD7 306690 Leyland H30/26R new 4/41
248 ETJ 532 TD7 306688 Leyland  H30/26R new 4/41
249 ETJ 533 TD7 306689 Leyland H32/26R new 4/41
 Eric Ogden’s book refers to 
247, 248 & 249 as being frustrated 
export orders for Jersey, Johannesburg 
and another overseas operator.  All 
three were delivered to LUT in green 
and cream livery.  The vehicles were 
similar, but the destination screens were 
different on each one.  Other sources 
say either that all three were intended 
for Southern Transports, Wynberg, 
South Africa or, all three were intended 
for Johannesburg.
 A ‘trawl’ of various publications 
offers limited information:  Alan 
Townsin’s ‘Best of British Buses No.1’ 
page 84, has a picture of an unidentifi ed 
TD7 for Southern Transports Pty Ltd, 
Wynberg, complete with destination 
blind in Afrikaanse -  the caption 
mentions that it may have been one 
which was diverted to LUT; Eric’s fi rst 
LUT book, page 30, shows all three 
vehicles with LUT.  The picture of 
248 might be the Southern Transports 
vehicle whilst the other photos on the 
same page show that 247 and 248 had 
different destination displays.  As 247 
had a single line indicator, was this one 
intended for Jersey?  The rear view of 
249 shows an unusual indicator layout 
(quite different from JMT style) and 
gives a seating capacity of H32/26R, 
whereas the others are recorded as 
H30/26R.  In our Society Journal No.2, 
Alan Townsin/Ron Phillips state that all 
three were ‘built for operators in South 
Africa, one each for HJ Van Niekirk 

247 with standard Leyland narrow display – 
Jersey? (green)

248?  Was Southern Transports’ livery 
cream and green?

248  with LUT, probably the Southern 
Transports bus?
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of Cape Town, 
a customer in 
J o h a n n e s b u rg 
and Bloemfontein 
M u n i c i p a l i t y 
(were all of 
these green and 
cream?!)  Can 
any member 
add anything 
to resolve this 
query? (Photos 
by Peter Greaves, 
BCVMT L025346, 
E Ogden collection, 
RHG Simpson)

248.  Titan PD2 Prototype, CVA 430
 This vehicle, which features regularly in Torque and Journal, reappears as 
a result of the offi cial Lanark CC registration card being located in the Kithead 
Archives (see photographs).  This gives details on fi rst registration, identifi es it as 
chassis/frame no. PD2/2 (presumably not a model but possibly an experimental 
no.2?) and states that 
the last licence expired 
in June 1948; its only 
other reference is 
Belfast Corporation 
Transport Department.  
Bill Montgomery 
states that it ran as 
a demonstrator for a 
few weeks in 1948 for 
Belfast Corporation.  
It was painted grey 
with the temporary 
fl eet number 280 but 
no orders followed.  
Does anyone know its 
ultimate fate?
249. Western Welsh, Leyland Leopard, 600 ABX
 Tony Hall would like to know if anyone has a photograph of Leopard 600 
ABX, new to West Wales (fl eet number 44) in March 1962.  This was one of the fi rst 
such vehicles built to the newly approved length of 36feet and he wonders if it was 
ordered as such or a late substitution for a shorter one. 

249, had a display distinctly like Lincoln ? (green again!)
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 The Leyland Society were recently sent a selection of snapshots of Ribble 
Leylands by Duncan Chadwick.  They were taken by his father, Wilfred Chadwick, 
in the Crosby area of Liverpool around 1930/31.  Their rarity and interest warrants 
the inclusion of the following selection, although they are not to the standard we 
usually try to achieve in Torque.  Included are Leyland TD1s, TS2s, LT2s and LSC 
types, which were new between 1928 and 1931.  They show the development of the 
Leyland single decker body from the angular initial design of the Tiger and LT1, 
to the “droopy” front canopy and then the more pleasing design with large arched 
windows which continued to the LT5 and TS4, but by 1933 was rather outdated. 
 At that time the route 67 was from Liverpool to Southport (half hourly), but 
there were six variations of the more intensely operated part of the route between 
Liverpool and Great Crosby; these were lettered A to F (67a to 67f).  Ribble’s display 
of the route details was crude in the extreme, there was no mention of the 67, no via 
board, just the fi nal destination, therefore giving no indication of the places served 
in-between.  The buses when new had no destination blind boxes and this part of the 
bus was panelled over, being fi tted merely with slots for a small destination board 
which could be illuminated by an exterior mounted light.  After protests from the 
public, additional boards giving full route via details were placed in the front and 

rear windows of the buses.    Thanks go to Bernard 
Ashcroft for supplying a copy of a 1931 timetable and 
to John Howie for the captions.

An unidentifi ed Tiger TS2 with 
early design of Leyland body.
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Three LSC Lions  -  Top right is CK 3814 (284), one 
of Ribble’s fi rst LSC1 models (chassis 45559) new in 1927.  
It passed to Millburn (dealer) in 1937, who resold it to 
Rylance, Wigan and was last licensed in May 1951.     
Above:  CK 4013 (550) was a ‘Long Lion’ 1928 LSC3 
(47030) with Leyland B32F body, new in 1928, remaining 
with Ribble until 1939.    
Right:  Diffi cult to identify but almost certainly one 
of  three ‘Long Lion’ LSC3s (47175-77), new in 1928 to 
Ideal Omnibus Services, WW 6432-4 (785-7), used on an 
intensive service between Liverpool and Crosby.  Following 
withdrawal of their license the business and vehicles passed 
to Ribble in December 1929. 

An LT1 Lion  -  CK 4075 (593) an all-Leyland LT1 
(50187) of 1929 is seen on Route E.  It was recorded with 
a dealer in Morecambe in 1939 but there is no further 
trace of it after that.
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Two Tiger TS2s  -  CK 4307 was no.847 (chassis 61101 of 1930), seen on Route C, with 
its angular Leyland B26F body.  It left the fl eet in the 1938 ‘mass clear out’ passing initially 
to dealers Millburn (Preston) and then Allsop (Sheffi eld) before re-entering service with 
Leon, Finningley in 1/39.  It was scrapped in 9/49.    The rear view is of CW 7835 (881) new 
in September 1929 (with chassis 60714) to Claremont, Burnley and in the following March 
it passed to Rishton & Antley (a Ribble associated company), then into the main fl eet by 
September 1930.  Seen here on Route C it was withdrawn in 1938.
Titan TD1, CK 4213  -  This rear view of a TD1, 749 (chassis 70900) is both interesting 
in itself and for the preceding vehicle which is a Waterloo & Crosby AEC 409 type and 
appears to be TD 6467 which became Ribble 1018.  However, this vehicle is thought to have 
been withdrawn in January 1931, thus precisely dating this photograph to the second half 
of 1930.  The W&C route from Seaforth Sands to Crosby became Ribble Route F.   The TD1 
was one of a large number new in 1930 for use on these routes and the view on the right 
shows it on Route D.   
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More Titan TD1s  -  1930 saw the addition of 50 more TD1s.  CK 4240 (770), with 
chassis71204 and seen here on Route D, was among many similar Ribble vehicles sold to 
Millburn (the Scottish dealer) in 1938.  It subsequently saw nearly 10 years further service with 
Western SMT.    CK 4271 (821) was another 1930 TD1 (71303) purchased for these Liverpool 
area routes.  It passed via Millburn to W Alexander & Sons in 1938 but this only stayed 
briefl y moving to AH Kearsey 
Ltd, Cheltenham who operated 
it from May 1940 to 1950. CK 
4279 (829), chassis 71311, was 
yet another and after sale by 
Ribble in 1938 this TD1 went to 
Northern General who kept it for 
a further ten years.    The offside 
view of the unidentifi ed vehicle 
shows the enclosed staircase of 
these Titans.
Ribble’s fi rst LT2 Lions  -   CK 4253 (783), a 1930 all-Leyland Lion LT2 model 
(50885) on route E.  Note that for the LT2 the body design had been updated with curved 
tops to the windows and a “droopy canopy”.  It left the Ribble fl eet immediately before the 
start of the Second World War and appeared with Parfi tt, Rhymney Bridge by the middle 
of 1942, its interim movements are not recorded.  They last licensed it in March 1949.
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Three views of LT2, CK 4282  
-  No.802 displaying a board for Route 
C, new in 1930, was an all-Leyland 
LT2 model (chassis 50992) and with 
the “droopy canopy” body.  It left the 
fl eet as part of the ‘mass clear out’ in 
1939.

Later TD1s  -   CK 4406 (1049) on 
Route A was from the 1931 batch of 
37 new TD1s (chassis 71861).  Note 
the larger front tyres, now increased 
in size from 36 x 8 to size 40” x 10.50, 

as fi tted to the TD2 – this must have made the steering very tight and diffi cult to manoeuvre 
in small places.   This bus survived the Second World War passing, immediately thereafter 
to Crosville.     CK 4423 (1066) One of the few TD1s (chassis 71887) to be retained by Ribble 
was sold for scrap in 1948.    CK 4435 (1078) is another 1931 TD1 (chassis 71899).  It also 
lasted through the War but its fate after sale in 1947 is not clear.  It completes the ‘route 
set’ as it is on Route B.
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The later 
LT2s  -  CK 
4537 (1180) was 
an LT2 model 
(51402) new 
in 1931, seen 
here on route 
E.  Its 30 seater 
Leyland body 
had been refi ned 
yet again with a 
much more tidy 
roof line, in fact a very attractive body.  
After withdrawal in 1946 it passed 
to Western Welsh with a number of 
identical vehicles but their deployment 
there remains a bit of a mystery. 

Below  -  Two Tiger coaches, together 
with a GMC coach, at the Pavilion at 
Matlock Bath.  The coach with the 
large S and ‘Supreme’ across the front 
is FV 1132, a Leyland TS1-Burlingham 
which ran for George Swain (Supreme), 
Mansfi eld from 1931 to 1936.  Can any 
reader tell us any more about the other 
vehicles depicted?

Ribble History  -  For anyone interested in Ribble Motor Services the PSV Circle 
has just published a fl eet history (PC29) for the period 1919 to 1945.  It has 274 
pages and is packed with interesting information – an absolute must at £16.
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 Whilst journeying through Turkey in our ex-Blackpool Leyland Titan PD2/5 
(EFV 298) in February 1971, my travelling colleagues and I stopped in Mersin, 
southern Turkey, to visit a none-too-large factory assembling a very limited range 
of Leyland derived (as distinct from BMC derived) products.  Although we arrived 
entirely unannounced, we were graciously welcomed, given a tour of the factory and 
entertained to lunch in the factory’s own dining room.
 I do not know the status or background of this facility.  I suspect that it was not 
Leyland owned but more likely was a Turkish owned enterprise which merely had 
some sort of contract to assemble Leyand and/or Albion products from CKD kits.  In 
fact, because of there being a number of AEC badged Thornycroft Big Ben tractor 
units (at least that is what they appeared to me to be) waiting, presumably to be 
serviced, and that at least two of three lorries used as mobile service workshops were 
of AEC manufacture, the factory’s origins might well have been as an ACV related 
plant which had found itself absorbed by Leyland upon the Leyland/ACV merger.  

Does any reader know the facts, and whether or 
not there was ever any other Leyland factory in 
Turkey, perhaps on a grander scale ?   (Reminder 
-  A photograph and details of the sole Leyland Lion 
LPSR1/1 sold to Turkey are still sought following the 
article in Leyland Society Journal No.11.)

The Blackpool Leyland 
PD2/5 at the Mersin factory, 
complete with ‘roo bar’, 
hopeful AA badge, and upper 
deck front windscreen wiper!
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 The factory at 
Mersin cannot be described 
as having been a hive of 
activity, indeed its low level 
of vehicle production did not 
warrant any kind of moving 
assembly line.  Rather a 
few chassis were lingering 
around for no more than 
occasional assembly work, 
or so it seemed.  Amusingly, 
the factory appeared to be 
far more busily occupied 
with its production of fi bre-
glass bath tubs and small 
boats, and with other non-
vehicular activities, than 
with matters Leyland.  That 
also suggests that it was 
not a Leyland owned plant.
 One of the 
photographs which I took 
shows a chassis with rear 
engine, longitudinally 
mounted, awaiting progress 
to be made with its assembly.  
It may be an Albion Viking 
derivation (left-hand-drive 
of course), but is it?  Is not 
the depth of the chassis side members insuffi ciently deep for a Viking?  If not Viking 
related, then what else could it be? 

(Bruce MacPhee has already commented - It is diffi cult to see small details in this photo, 
particularly as the chassis is incomplete in any case. As well as the frame being too shallow 

for a Viking, it is also too wide.  The 
chassis has an Albion differential, 
fi tted “backwards” as per a rear 
engine vehicle.  The front axle 
and steering box are not readily 
recognisable as being Albion/
Leyland but might be of BMC 
provenance.  The pedal gear and 
steering linkage do not yet appear to 
be fi tted.  Twin telescopic dampers 
on each side are an interesting 
point.  The radiator appears to be 

Standing in the entrance to the Mersin factory was this 
unusual coach with LEYLAND lettering emblazoned on its 
front.

Another view of the coach, surrounded by goods vehicles.
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forward of the engine (or perhaps it is just lying there): home market rear-engined Vikings 
had the rad. directly behind the engine whereas on many export chassis it was alongside 
the engine with a complicated fan drive (as with Gnu TEP1!)  With no knowledge of this 
vehicle, I would guess that it was a local concoction for semi-integral construction.)

 The other photograph herewith shows LAD cabbed lorries awaiting 
distribution, or perhaps as I rather feared, just languishing as they awaited scarce 
and unenthusiastic buyers.  Can any reader detect which model of Leyland or Albion 
they are?  As Leyland appear to have exported no lorry chassis to Turkey after 1962 
and 1963, I can only presume that the new LAD cabbed lorries which I saw in 1971 
at the factory in Mersin were either newly assembled Comets from CKD kits which 
had been moth-balled for many years, or were actually more recent Albions.  Sadly, 
it was clear that by 1971 Leyland had lost its way in the Turkish market, although 
there were many BMC derived trucks on the roads, many seemingly new, so Turkey 
probably did have a British Leyland plant still actively producing at that time.  
 Beyond what might be some sort of Vikings and the LAD cabbed lorries, 
no other Leyland models were to be seen at the Mersin factory.  Its obviously 
minor role with Leyland gave it no involvement with Istanbul’s then recent 
large scale purchase of 300 MCCW/Leyland Olympics (badged as Levends).
 But to conclude on a brighter note, the fuel injectors of our bus’s O.600 engine 
were not performing properly, and so the PD2/5 was invited into the servicing area 
of the factory where a fi rst class job was done in reconditioning them, and likewise 
with our spare set; and that was all done on a free-of-charge basis.  With twelve 
injectors now as new, we bade farewell to our hospitable and generous hosts and 
continued with taking the double-decker far deeper into Asia.
 The writer has provided the following press release and photograph relating 
to the Turkish built Leyland Chieftain.  They were given to him a few years later, not 

Brand new lorries, languishing in the yard and in need of customers.

Leyland Torque 67.indd   Sec1:22Leyland Torque 67.indd   Sec1:22 6/3/15   13:24:286/3/15   13:24:28



Spring 2015 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 67 23

in Turkey but in Hong Kong!  During the mid-1970s he was doing business with the 
British Leyland agent in the British Crown Colony to order Albion Viking buses for 
nearby Portuguese Macau, whereupon documents were extracted from a redundant 
fi le for him!  Perhaps there had once been some vague hope of this model of Leyland 
coach, but in right-hand-drive confi guration, being promoted for export from Turkey 
to Hong Kong.

LEYLAND BUSES TO BE BUILT IN TURKEY   
Press Release

The range of British Leyland commercial vehicles produced in Turkey is being 
extended.  Tasit Sanayi AS of Mecidiyekay who already produce considerable 
quantities of Leyland truck chassis in Turkey are now producing the Leyland Chieftain 
CH51 for a passenger vehicle operation.  The Chieftain CH51 is normally produced 
in Turkey as a two axle truck chassis but for passenger vehicle application the design 
has been modifi ed in particular in having the engine mounted at the rear.  The use of 
the same basic components as the trucks is of course benefi cial from a spare parts 
standardisation point of view.  The adaption consists basically of transferring the 
engine and gearbox to the rear and reversing the rear axle and suspension to allow 
drive from the rear.  The chassis is also lengthened and re-fl itched.  The vehicle will 
be supplied with either the Leyland 401 or 410 engines.  The 401 is a 6.54 litre six 
cylinder diesel rated to produce 138 bhp at 2600 per/min (BSAU141) whilst the 
410 is the turbocharged version set to produce 155 bhp at 2600 per/min (BSAU141) 
driving through a fi ve speed constant mesh gearbox with overdrive.
 The bodywork on the vehicle illustrated was produced in Turkey and is a to 
luxury standards with fully reclining seats for use on long distance services.
 (Issued by Press & Public Relations, British Leyland Motor Corporation, 
Truck & Bus Division, Leyland, Preston, PR5 1SN, Tel: Leyland 21400)
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Chris Miller Ltd, Preston Ltd. were clearly experts at timber haulage and ran an interesting fl eet of Leylands (see also page 11).  CK 4260 was a Buffalo TQ1 on 38 x 8 pneumatics, bought new by the fi rm 
in March 1930 and is being loaded by a crude but effective sheerlegs in February 1935.  No doubt the tree stumps had to be dug out of the ground by hand, then dragged into position by the lorry, afterwards 
being hoisted into the air and the lorry backed underneath.  The lorry behind is a forward control (side-type) ‘RAF’ Leyland, possibly using a second hand bus chassis but more likely an SQ2 6/7 tonner, 
now rebuilt with a new cab, mudguards and on pneumatics.  Its registration is obscured but we can see CK xxx8.                                                              (BCVMT  L015448)

AN EARLY LEYLAND BUFFALO TQ1, 6 TONNER, CHASSIS No.65815 2524 
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Thanks to John Bennett, Colin Bull, Maurice Doggett, Mike Fenton, Peter Greaves, Paul 
Lacey, Mike Leatherdale, John Paine, Jasper Pettie, Neil Pollard, John Sinclair, Mike 
Sutcliffe and Peter Tulloch.
Kirkham, Preston, Leyland TS2, CK 4120 (Torque Nos. 61-64 & 66)
 There is still a lingering doubt about chassis no.60481.  It is agreed that it 
was registered VR 1199 and LML sales records say that it was sold to Mrs Kirkham 
but Peter Greaves thinks it was new to Finglands, Manchester.  Registration extracts 
give the fi rst owner as “unknown”.
Bere Regis & District, Leyland Tiger PS1, DBA 451 (Torque Nos.64-66)
 Peter Greaves explains the connection between Shearings and Fieldsend and 
tells us that in October 1947 licences were renewed by Oldham based Shearings 
for 250 excursions and in March 1948 a licence was granted for 17 inclusive tours.  
By then Herbert Shearing had become a resident of Torquay and had purchased 
a hotel for his tours passengers, setting a trend for the future, but following his 
death, ownership of the business passed in May 1948 to Edgar Hirst, of Ripponden 
& District Motors.  With Hirst’s death later that year Shearings was again on the 
market and was purchased in 1949 by Wilfred Hackett, owner of J W Fieldsend Ltd, 
of Salford.  In February 1951 Hackett reformed the company as Shearings Tours 
(Manchester) Ltd to take over the inclusive tours and Shearings Tours (Oldham) Ltd 
for the day excursions and local holiday express services, the latter company being 
bought later that year by a coach and haulage operator of Chadderton, Henry Brown.  

(Mike Leatherdale collection)
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However, Shearings and Fieldsend appear to have worked together prior to them 
being in common ownership since DBA 451 was only with Fieldsend from late 1946 
until 9/48 and it was not until 1949 that Hackett owned both fi rms.
 Peter also thinks that the body was by Santus but Mike Sutcliffe and others are 
not convinced.  Mike Leatherdale has provided this offside view of DBA 451 probably 
taken when it was rather older.   Mike S continues; compare this with a standard 
Santus bodied Tiger of Home James, Liverpool; it has to be said that this looks much 
more sophisticated than DBA – I never thought I’d say that about a Santus body!
Highland Omnibuses, Leyland Titan TD3, CK 4878 (Torque Nos.65, 66)
 We have not got to the bottom of this one yet.  All agree that the three-piece 
front dome would have been fi tted by SMT but the source of the body remains 
a puzzle.  Jasper Pettie and Neil Pollard believe that the body was built by SMT 
at Marine Gardens, Edinburgh using Leyland parts of which they had abundance.  
There seem to have been no other suitable donor candidates available at the time.  He 
points out that the polished mouldings, window pans and destination screen layout 
are pure SMT, which adds weight to this suggestion. 
Victoria Coaches, Leyland TD7, EO 7804 (Torque No.66)
 This was new in 3/41 to Barrow Corporation with an East Lancs H29/23R 
body, chassis no.306830.   Sister vehicle EO 7805 can be seen in the accompanying 
photograph (see overleaf) when new.  Withdrawn in 1949 and sold to an unidentifi ed 
dealer, both of these TD7s passed to Parsons (Victoria Coaches), Leigh-on- Sea in 
1/50 who had them rebodied by Heaver C33F in 5/50.  Parsons were apparently keen 
on this procedure since they had ex-West Riding TD2s, HL 5308/10 and TD4, HL 
7682 similarly rebodied in 1949, and three ex-London AEC Regents in 1951.  The 
seating capacity of the new bodies suggests that the chassis were lengthened but no 
evidence has been found for this.  Lengthening the wheelbase would have been quite 
expensive and seems to be unlikely.

(Leyland Society Archive)
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(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
Premier Travel, Leyland SKP2, CS 4326 (Torque No.66)
 The Cub had chassis no.6071 and a Burlingham C27F body.  It was new to 
Blair, Kilmarnock in 1935 and passed to Premier Travel, Cambridge in 12/49, via 
Burgoin, Haverhill.  The photograph shows the coach in its later days with Premier 
Travel and was taken by Derek Giles (John Gillham took a near identical picture, 
probably on an Omnibus Society visit to Godmanchester depot). 
East Kent, Leyland Tiger TS1, FN 9096 (Torque No.66)
 This was one of four TS1s, (FN 9093-6), with Short Bros O30/26Ro bodies, 
chassis no.60077, delivered to East Kent in 7-8/28.  The body was scrapped in 9/40 
following damage by enemy action and in 12/40 it received the lorry body from 
Daimler CD FN 4521, which originally had a Palmer B29R body.  The cab was from 
the original Short body with some modifi cation.  In 7/52 the body was transferred to 
another former PSV, Dennis Lancet JG 8714, and the chassis went to Lee (dealer), 
Chesterfi eld.  East Kent certainly got their money’s worth out of the lorry body.
Unknown Leyland Cheetah LZ2, (Torque No.66)
 Mike Fenton believes that this was one of a batch of Cheetah LZ2s supplied 
to Ribble in 1936.  This was just at the time when ECOC became ECW.  Fleet 
numbers 1622-46, RN 7877-7900/7960, had ECOC B30F bodies and 1670-9, RN 
7969-78, had similar ECW B30F bodies.  The possibility of it being one of the 1938 
batch of similar vehicles is excluded since the position of the passenger door handle 
and the size of the rearmost side window was different on these.   So, which one was 
it (photographed in Norwich)?
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NEW ITEMS
Leyland Lion LT5,  HL 5813
 Registered in Wakefi eld, this might well have been a West Riding bus.  It looks 
as if the entrance was originally at the front and what on earth is that on the roof?

(John Paine)
Leyland Tiger PS1 or 2,  unregistered
 There is a fairly strong clue on the building behind as to who built the body 
of this very smart-looking coach.  Does anyone know what became of it?

(Duple)
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Davies, Stoke, Leyland Tiger PS1 or 2,  OEH 700
 Looking at the radiator I guess this must be a PS2.  What an unusual feature 
above the side of the cab; I have never seen anything like it before.  Was it original or 
the operator’s idea?  What was its purpose or was it purely decorative - who knows?

(Leyland Society Archive)
Leyland Tiger,  MUR 500
 The designer must have been a Disney fan.  Here is a picture of “Bertie Bus” 
looking very surprised.  Looking at the front mudguards he appears to be based on a 
pre-war chassis.  Is the front an attempt to modernise a pre-war body?

(Mike Fenton collection)
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Below is an interesting report, dated 14th November 1930,  found by Paul Lacey, comparing 
Thames Valley’s LT1 and LT2 Lions with their Tilling Stevens B9A buses. 
To:  The General Manager                                   From: B.E. Sutton, Chief Engineer 
 As requested, I beg to submit my report on the performances of the Leyland 
“Lion” cars to date.  Delivery of the fi rst batch of Leyland “Lion” L.T.1. cars was 
commenced in February this year, and the second batch of fi ve “Lion” L.T.2 cars 
was received in July.  The mileages of the fi rst four of the “Lion” L.T.1 cars up to the 
week ended 7th November, had already exceeded 40,000.  All these cars have been 
worked hard, and we have found them easy to maintain, and up to the present we 
have found no serious defects.  The proximity of Leyland Motors, Kingston Depot 
and the service given by the makers have both been of considerable assistance.
 With regard to petrol consumption, the total mileage covered by the “Lion” 
cars, which are all operated from Reading, up to the end of October was 469,395.  
The petrol consumption for this period has averaged 9.23 miles per gallon.  During 
the same period the Reading Tilling Stevens cars have covered 670,769 miles, with 
an average petrol consumption of 8.7 mpg.  The oil consumption for the “Lion” cars 
had been 607 mpg and for the Tilling Stevens cars 407 mpg.
 Allowing for the fact that the Leylands are all new and the Tilling Stevens 
are older vehicles, the improvement in petrol consumption is marked.  These cars 
have been very well received by the public, and the Traffi c Manager reports that 
they are much preferred to the Tilling Stevens cars, on account of their smoother 
and quieter running.  The acceleration is better, they are faster on hills and are more 
easy to handle, while the steering and controls are lighter, and the brakes are more 
powerful.  The lower frame and the position of the radiator give the Leyland “Lion” 
cars a very much better appearance.  From the results obtained I feel, as does the 
Traffi c Manager, that we were fully justifi ed in introducing the new type of chassis 
and in placing our orders for chassis for single deck cars with Leyland Motors.

Leyland LT2 (chassis 51210), RX 6247, with Brush DP29R body
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 How many Leyland Eights were built?  This has always been the burning 
question and most publications quote numbers between 15 and 18.  There are no 
surviving production records but Henry Spurrier III quoted 18 in a letter addressed 
to Bill Boddy, including three racing fully streamlined versions which Thomas built 
later.  This is probably the correct fi gure, at least he was the man that ought to know 
– he grew up at Leyland, working with Parry Thomas, and indeed took part in speed 
trials and hill climbs with Parry Thomas in Leyland Eight cars.   (Note  -  To assist 
with the identifi cation of the cars, they have been referred to by letter “A, B, C” etc. in this 
summary and photograph captions - see also the table on pages 42 and 43).
 It is fairly certain that there were initially three cars built with the narrower 
rectangular radiators and conical hub caps.  At the time the third of these was being 
built, January 1921, a Leyland Board minute resolved to put 10 chassis through 
the works with modifi cations to the design and it was recorded that these were 
in production in July 1921.  At the Motor Show at Olympia in November 1921, 
where Leyland had three Leyland Eights on show, orders were taken for 108 cars 

but it is stated that Leyland returned most 
of the deposits and eventually built 15 
cars (presumably including the 10 built to 
modifi ed design).  With the original three 
cars this totals 18.

Chassis no.1, on demonstration and 
about to cross the A675 at Belmont on 
6th June 1921, and now registered TB 
4956. (see table of cars, note A).          

(BCVMT  L001179)
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 I will now attempt 
to give a brief description 
of what is known about the 
individual Leyland Eight cars 
with photographs of about 14 
of them.  However, I will not 
attempt to give any detailed 
technical descriptions as 
these were covered very well 
by Hugh Tours in his “The 
Leyland Eight” booklet, being 
number 26 in the “Profi le 
Publications” series.  There are a few small errors in this twelve page booklet but is 
an excellent record, as is Hugh Tours’ book entitled “Parry Thomas Design/Driver”  
– these are vital additional reading for anyone interested in the subject.
The Lion of Olympia and the First Three Cars
 As would be 
expected the fi rst 
car took some time 
to build and it was 
fi rst photographed 
on 10th July 1920 
outside the Leyland 
Canteen building in 
Thurston Road on 
trade plates B.5.K 
(see note A in the 
table).  This car had 
a rather angular and 
“quirky” 2-door, 
4-seat Tourer body 
and was almost 
certainly the car fi rst 
registered TB 4956 
on 27th April 1921 
(with chassis no.1).  
It was last licensed 
on 21st March 1922 
but was used at the 
Holme Moss Hill 
Climb in June 1922, 
driven by Henry 
Spurrier Jnr. and 

See Note A in the table - Bequia, Grenadines of St Vincent, 
postage stamps depicting the fi rst Leyland Eight.   

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)

See Note B in the table - The Lion of Olympia, on demonstration to 
potential wealthy customers in October 1920.     (BCVMT  L067329)

See Note C in table - CY 4083, in January 1921 the third Eight, still 
with cone-shaped hubcaps   (BCVMT  L000936)
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was probably later cannibalised for parts by Parry Thomas with its radiator being 
fi tted to “Babs” (see Torque No.66, page 42).
 All three cars had the 11ft 9in wheelbase.  The second car (note B) was 
completed with a 4-seat tourer body by Carrosserie Latymer, with four doors, and 
this was exhibited at the Olympia Motor Show on stand 123 in November 1920 – this 
was “the Lion of Olympia”, just what happened to it after the show is a mystery.  
The third car (note C) followed 2 months later, registered in Swansea as CY 4083.  It 
had a Sports Tourer body very similar to TB 4946 and was licensed as a Hackney by 
William WM Matthias, Morriston, Swansea (grocers?!)
The Demonstration Tourer
    There was then a gap of several months until the next ten chassis were put into 
production and the fi rst one to appear (note D) was TB 7627 in September 1921 
(chassis no. C2, eng no. E3, though these numbers do not appear to follow a logical 
sequence).  It had the short 10ft 6in “Sports” wheelbase and a 4-seat tourer body.  
This became the Leyland demonstration car, painted yellow, and it had four shallow 
doors (unlike the later 1921 Show Vanden Plas tourer).  It was last licensed to Leyland 
Motors on 2nd January 1923, 
but in the meantime it was said 
to have been sold to General 
Sir Neville MacReady, 
British Military Commander 
in Ireland. It was used by 
Michael Collins, who was 
ambushed at Beal nA Beath, 
Co. Cork, and killed on 22nd 
August 1922 when with the 
car (he was out of the car at 
the time and not shot through 
the windscreen as sometimes 
reported).

 The car was returned to Leyland, to 
repair the bullet holes and replace the 
clock which had been stolen overnight, 
and was initially to have been sold to 
a Leyland Board member, the infamous 
Clarence Hatry, the fraudster who was 
removed from the Board and later 
jailed!  It is said to have then gone to 
Capt. Morton, a big game hunter and 
resident of Happy Valley in Kenya, 
fi tted with a mounted gun and search 
light for hunting.  However, it may 
have remained as a demonstrator for 

Note D - The demonstration tourer with Parry Thomas at 
the wheel, 1st November 1921.           (BCVMT  L001396)

Note D - The tourer with Michael Collins in the 
back, just before the ambush in which he died.   

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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a while to start with.  Capt. 
Morton had a Leyland Eight 
by June 1923 and there were 
legal problems between 
him and Leyland Motors by 
then.  Morton certainly took 
a Leyland Eight, probably 
this one, on a “demonstration 
holiday” to Italy in September 
1923, drove it recklessly and 
damaged the car – more on this 
in the next issue of Torque.
 After it had been repaired the 

chassis was tested at Brooklands by Parry Thomas at 100 miles an hour in May 1924 
and it was sent to Leyland for collection, however, Morton argued and sent Solicitors 
letters as he now regarded it as second-hand.  It had not been collected by October 
and the outcome is unknown.  An offer of £1800 had been made by a Mr Kleinwort 
of Haywards Heath in November 1923 for “a Touring Leyland Eight at Kingston” – 
could this be the one? – or possibly even the “Lion of Olympia”.
 It was probably the fi fth chassis (note E) which was by far the most the 
famous, TB 9205, (chassis no.AT105, eng no. EC/1-105) registered 7th April 1922 
to Parry Thomas, London.  It is highly likely that this was based on the polished 
chassis shown at Olympia in November 1921 described as the “light-speed model” 
chassis (with holes in chassis frame), 7266cc.  TB 9205 was covered in detail in the 
previous chapter and, when rebuilt and re-bodied streamlined as Leyland-Thomas 
No.1, it was one of the most successful cars ever to be seen at Brooklands, repeatedly 
breaking both local and World’s Speed Records.  It crashed at Boulogne in August 
1925 (when accidentally being put into reverse at 100mph) and was re-built with 
a new frame.  The car passed to other owners after Thomas’ death with the frame 
fi nally being sold to Leyland Motors in 1954, later being scrapped.
The 1921 Motor Show 
at Olympia
 In addition to the po-
lished chassis, two complete 
vehicles appeared at the 1921 
Olympia Show in Novem-
ber, both bodied by Vanden 
Plas.  There was a “Torpedo 
5-seat Tourer” (note F) , the 
colour being white/eggshell 
with black wings (VDP body 
no.3153), with rather deeper 
doors than TB 7627, and this 

Note E - Parry Thomas on TB 9205 in April 1922, just 
before the fi rst tests at Brooklands.   (BCVMT  L001605)

Note E – The polished Sports short wheelbase chassis, at 
North Works ready for the Show.      (BCVMT  L001387)   
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was reported as being sold to 
the Maharajah of Bharatbur, 
India after the show.  There 
was another order on Vanden 
Plas for a body (no.3154), for 
a Sporting Torpedo on a Ley-
land Eight but this order was 
cancelled and may have ori-
ginally been intended for the 
demonstration car TB 7627.  
The other exhibit (note G) 
was a 7-seat limousine with 

black and ultra-marine / maroon bodywork (VDP no.3158).  This was on the long 
12ft 6in wheelbase chassis and the body interior was garnished with fi ttings in solid 
silver.  This car was possibly sold to the Nawab of Bogra, India. 
 Here we have some confusion – the LML Board minutes of 13th October 1922 
report a Leyland Eight “to be sent to India on consignment” (see note H) but this is 
unlikely to be a Patiala car – we do know that two cars were sold to the Maharajah 
of Patiala, Punjab, India and these might even have been the two complete cars at 
the 1921 show.  Following complaints from Patiala, Reid Railton, Parry Thomas’ 

Note F – The Vanden Plas bodied 5-seater “Torpedo” 
Tourer at the Motor Show.          (LML)

Note G – A Leyland G2 Shop Wagon (0175 TB) loaded with the long wheelbase chassis 
ready for the journey to London for bodying.         (BCVMT  L001334)
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assistant (later to produce Railton cars), visited India in December 1922 with the two 
chassis then being returned to Leyland via McKenzie & Co (agent) in April and May 
1924. They were overhauled and fi tted with new cylinder blocks and were ready to 
be shipped back at the end of September 1924.
 Other reports say that “both cars in India were scrapped in the 1930s” – were 
they the Patiala Leylands?  Also, two cars were reported as being on a ship that sank 
in the Mediterranean Sea – is this true? (needs verifi cation).  This is therefore a rather 
grey area, were there three, four or even fi ve cars sold to customers in India?
The 1922 Motor Show at Olympia
 On 24th May 1922 the Leyland Board minuted that no more cars were to 
be made until sales materialised.  Possibly the situation improved slightly as two 
complete cars were then exhibited at Olympia on Stand 317 in November 1922.  
There was a long wheelbase Vanden Plas (no.3204) Pullman Limousine fi nished in 
ultra-marine blue and Bedford cord (see note I).  The body was identical to the VDP 
limousine at the 1921 show but it had more modern door handles, but the vehicle 
remained unsold until 1926.  By May 1923 it had remained at Kingston having 
been cannibalised for parts but it was repaired and used for demonstration.  It was 
eventually sold to a Mrs Sears at Collinghall Garage, Northants and registered RP 
2605 on 20th April 1926, with chassis recorded as EC155, engine E155.  The body has 
been said to be by Grose but clearly it was not.  It later went to Mr AD Sanderson, 
Selsden Park Hotel, Sandersted, Surrey as a hackney, last licensed 31/12/32 due to it 
being uneconomic to run.  

Note G – The 7-seater Vanden Plas bodied Limosine with interior garnished with fi ttings in 
silver.                 (LML)
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The other Eight 40 HP at the show (see note J) was XM 4205, an 11ft 9in wheelbase, 
2-door, 5-seater Coupé, with body by Windovers.  The fate of this car is unknown 
though Henry Spurrier visited Windovers in December 1923 “re disposal of body 
only”!   A photograph exists (see note K) of Henry Spurrier Jnr.(with his dog) and a 
sporty-looking Leyland Eight with wire wheels and rather a crude racing body – it 
is wondered if this has anything to do with the chassis after the Windovers body was 
disposed of? (see notes J and K, also M).  

Note I – The 1922 Show car with Vanden Plas Limosine body which was later sold to Mrs 
Sears.               (Mike Sutcliffe collection)

Note J – The other 1922 Show car, XM 4205, with Coupé body by Windovers.    
(A Marfell collection)
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 Note L in our table relates to the 
racing car with Bligh Bros body used by 
Capt. JEP Howey, initially with pointed 
tail and later re-bodied by Bligh Bros, fully 
streamlined as Leyland-Thomas No. 2.  
Full details of this vehicle were included 
in the last chapter - it was temporarily 
re-bodied as a 2-seater Coupé for a short 
period as FN8266, then carried the body 
from Leyland-Thomas No. 1, and was 
scrapped near Eastbourne in WW2.  
 The Lancashire Record Offi ce 
shows registration TC 5468 as a Leyland 
Eight (chassis AT109, engine EC109) fi rst registered in October 1923.  There are no 
details other than the fact that it was last licensed to Universal Power Drives Ltd in 
1933 – could this be K above?  Another rather vague comment is that it had been 
stated that Capt. Howey’s brother also had 
a Leyland Eight car but this has not been 
confi rmed; the brother was of course killed 
whilst racing in August 1926 (see note N).  
 Though details are very vague it 
is known that the Hon DF Tennant had a 
Leyland Eight car by 10/23 when he made 
an offer to Leyland to settle his account if 
he could have a new front axle beam.  Col. 
HT Tennant in November 1923 required 
front wheel brakes for his Leyland Eight, 
these were two cars (see notes O & P) 
owned by father and son (which was which?).  Col. HT Tennant’s car was repaired 
by Leyland in May 1924 following an accident after which it was sold, with Kingston 
Works supplying a new back axle with different ratio in July 1924.   Hugh Tours 
commented that “as late as 1933 there 
were two or three complete Leyland Eight 
chassis resting on bare rims in the sheds of 
Thomson and Taylor, but even at a price 
of £45 a piece there were no takers.  They 
must have gone for scrap”.  It is believed 
that the Tennants were keen on racing 
at Brooklands and there was clearly a 
connection here with the Thomas cars.
 Note Q relates to a Leyland Eight, 
(chassis no.15 eng no.15) sold to Stanley 
Sears (son of Mrs Sears, of Boot and Shoe 

Note K – Henry Spurrier Junior with his dog 
(Togo or Bess) and the Eight stripped for 
speed.                    (Mike Sutcliffe collection)

Note L – The Leyland-Thomas No.2, 
rebodied by Bligh Bros, Caterbury as a 
2-searer coupé.   (Mike Sutcliffe collection)

Note Q – Stanley Sears bought a sports 
tourer from Parry Thomas but it had no 
weather protection.    

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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fame) by Parry Thomas as a 4-seat tourer fi nished in Works Grey.  It had no hood 
or weather protection and was registered RP 1966 on 16th November 1925 and had 
the later radiator and wire wheels.  This could of course have been rebuilt from an 
earlier car (even chassis no.1?), or it could have originated as one of the Tennant 
cars?  It was re-bodied by Grose, Northampton, with a “Cloverleaf 3-seat Sports 
body designed by Sears” fi nished with imitation mahogany wood grain.  It was still 
in existence in 1933 and sold to “an enthusiast” who damaged it at Brooklands and 
it was probably broken up.
The Brooklands Cars
 UU 40 (see note R) – at the time of Parry Thomas’ death he had been preparing 
a third Leyland-Thomas for the 1927 season and Mr J Wrenn, when interviewed by 
Bill Boddy, said that he had bought the car in about 1927.  However, Thomson & 
Taylor were commissioned to build a road car for the Hon. David Tennant.  This was 
bodied by Barker, with chassis no. quoted as TT22 and engine no. TT20 (were these 
made up numbers?) – here again we have described this car in the last chapter, as we 
have with the reconstructed Leyland-Thomas owned by David Hayward (which has 
rather intriguing numbers stamped onto parts of the chassis frame and axle).
 Clearly we do not know how many chassis frames, engines and spares that 
Parry Thomas bought from Leyland Motors or how many he may have acquired 
second hand from other racing enthusiasts at Brooklands.  Certainly there were quite 
a number of wealthy people who could afford these luxury cars, quickly becoming 
impatient to improve or change them with fresh and more up to date bodywork, 
which they could no doubt afford.  In an attempt to identify the Brooklands cars they 
appear to have been:  

Note Q – Grose of Northampton built this “Clover-leaf” sports body to the design of Stanley 
Sears.                 (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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Cars  at Brooklands etc. (at least 7, possibly 8 cars)
 1 Parry Thomas had L-T No.1 (originally TB 9205) chassis wrecked at Boulogne
 1 Chassis replaced, engine damaged in 1936, frame later to Leyland Motors
 1 Capt Howey had L-T No.2 (later FN 8266) later scrapped with L-T No.1 body
 1 Parry Thomas was preparing a third track car (became UU 40)
 1 Sold by Parry Thomas to Sears as RP 1966
 2 or 3  Complete chassis remained at Thomson & Taylor’s premises in 1933, offered for 
sale, scrapped

Likely sources of these 7or 8 Cars:
 A  -  TB 4956   Chassis No.1  JGPT’s car, dismantled for spares?
  E  -  TB 9205   JGPT’s car, became L-T No.1 (possibly the polished chassis at Show)
 L  -   L-T No.2 (Howey’s car) – chassis probably from Leyland Motors
 O & P  -  Two from the Tennants?   (Possibly one sold to Sears?)
 N  -  No details, other than a note about Howey’s brother
 R  -  No details, except that we know a third car became UU 40
   Plus possibly one more  -  J, K, or even D ?

 So, after many hours research, this has been a concerted exercise to try to 
identify as many of the Leyland Eights as possible.   If any reader can add any 
additional information however small, the author would dearly like to hear from 
you.

Note R – Newly restored by Leyland Motors is the Barker bodied Thompson & Taylor rebuild 
of what would have been Leyland-Thomas No.3.             (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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Chassis No. Engine No. Reg'n No. New W'base Body Builder Type/seats Photo no. Note

Narrow radiator, cone-shaped hub-caps
1 ? TB 4956 Jul-20 11'9"       ? 4-Seat Tourer P756/57 A

? ? Not registered Nov-20 11'9" Latymer 4-Seat Tourer PF210 B

? ? CY 4083 Jan-21 11'9"       ? 4-Seat Tourer P940 etc. C

Later radiator & hub-caps
C2 E3 TB 7627 Sep-21 10'6"       ? 4-Seat Tourer P1304 D

MAS/DH

? ? Not registered Oct-21 10'6"          (chassis only) P1387 etc E
AT105 EC/1-105 TB 9205 (Apl-22) 10'6"       ? 2-Seat Sports P1604-07 E

Bligh Bros? 2-Seat Racing MAS/DH E
Bligh Bros 2-Seat Racing MAS/DH E
(Canterbury) MAS/DH
Vanden Plas 2-seat Sports MAS/DH E

? ? Not registered Nov-21 11'9" Vanden Plas 5-Seat Tourer PF562 F

Not built Not built Not built Not built 10'6" Vanden Plas SportingTorpedo n/a ?

? ? Not registered Nov-21 12'6" Vanden Plas Limousine PF564/65 G
P1797

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? H
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? F+G?

? ? Trade plates? Nov-22 12'6" Vanden Plas Limousine no photo yet I
EC155 E155 RP 2605 (Apl-26) MAS/DH I

? ? XM 4205 Nov-22 11'9"? Windover 2-Door Coupe P1871 J

? ? Not registered ? ?     ?       ? MAS/DH K

? ? Not registered Apl-23 10'6" Bligh Bros? 2-seat Racing MAS/DH L
Bligh Bros 2-seat Racing MAS/DH L

FN 8266 Bligh Bros 2-seat Coupe MAS/DH L
s/h Bligh Bros 2-seat Racing MAS/DH L

AT109 EC109 TC 5468 Oct-23 ?     ?       ? no photo yet M

      ? ? Registered ? ?       ?     ?       ? no photo yet N

      ? ?       ? ?       ?     ?       ? no photo yet O
      ? ?       ? ?       ?     ?       ? no photo yet P

11 and 12 O + P

15 15 RP 1966 Nov-25 11'9"?     ? 4-Seat Tourer MAS/DH Q

TT22 TT20 UU 40 May-29 10'6" Barker 2-seat Sports MAS/DH R

18 CARS TO HERE

(AT105) EC/1-105) TB 9205(2) see notes 10'6" Bligh Bros type 2-Seat Racing MAS/DH S

LEYLAND EIGHT40hp CARS
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Note Notes and additional information

A Not registered until 27/4/21.    L/L to Leyland Motors 21/3/22    2-doors.    Also photos P596 and P1179/80

B At Motor Show, Olympia, Nov.1920 (Stand 123) - 'The Lion of Olympia'        Also photos P888etc.

C 2-door Sports Tourer body as TB 4956.     To Wm.Matthias, Swansea

D Leyland Demonstration car     (4 shallow doors)    Also photos P1396 etc.   L/L to Leyland Motors 2/1/23
To Gen.Sir Neville MacCready, Ireland.  Michael Collins killed 22/8/22 with the car (not shot through windscreen!)
Probably it went to Capt.Morton,big game hunter, Happy Valley in Kenya, with gun and searchlight mounted

E Polished chassis at Motor Show, Olympia, Nov.1921      Light 'Speed Model' chassis (holes in frame)
E Probably this was the Motor Show chassis above, not registered until 7th April 1922, to Parry Thomas, London
E Rebodied 6/22 (by Bligh?) 2-seater racing body with pointed tail but Leyland radiator
E Rebodied by Bligh Bros for 1924 season, lowered, fully streamlined, named 'Leyland-Thomas No.1'

Crashed at Boulogne Aug 1925.    Rebuilt with new frame (no holes) and re-appeared April 1926
E De-tuned by Thomson & Taylor, rebodied by VDP (no.1707) 2-seat sports 13/2/31 for Mrs Scott (for sale 7/31)

Engine 'blew-up'/caught fire 5/36.  Bombed during war, frame and parts to D&J Marshall
Chassis frame to Leyland Motors in 1954.    Exhaust manifold to Tim Ely, then to D Haywood

F At Motor Show, Olympia, Nov.1921    (4-door VDP 'Torpedo' No.3153)
Possibly sold to Maharajah of Bharatpur, India (per Motor Sport 9/77, but see below re Patiala)

? Order for Vanden Plas body (no.3154) cancelled (could have been intended for demonstration car TB 7627)

G At Motor Show, Olympia, Nov.1921   (7-seats VDP No.3158, interior garnished with solid silver fittings)   
Possibly the car sold to the Nawab of Bogra, India (per Motor Sport 9/77, but see below re Patiala)

H Board Minute 13/10/22 - Leyland Eight to be sent to India on consignment (unlikely to be a Patiala car)
F+G 2 Cars were sold to the Maharaja of Patiala, Punjab, India, possibly the two VDP bodied cars at 1921 Show

12/22 Reid Railton visited Patiala and both chassis returned to Leyland for overhaul 4/24-9/24
Two cars were reported as being on a ship that sank in the Mediteranian Sea - is this true?

I At Motor Show, Olympia, Nov.1922    (VDP Pullman Limousine No.3204) Used as demo at Kingston
I Unsold until sold to Mrs C Sears (mother of Stanley Sears), Northants, registered 20/4/26 (Not a Grose body) 

J At Motor Show, Olympia, Nov.1922.    Part fabric body.   Also photos PF872/73

K Photo of Spurrier (with dog) and Eight, wire wheels, no front torsion bars, crude sports body (could be J or M?)

L Racing car built up by Parry Thomas for Capt. JEP Howey, with pointed tail, Leyland radiator
L Rebodied by Bligh Bros for 1925 season, lowered, fully streamlined, named 'Leyland-Thomas No.2'
L Rebodied early 1927 with fabric coupe body by Bligh Bros for road use by Capt. Howey, but little used
L Sold to Dudley Froy who removed the fabric body and fitted the body from Leyland-Thomas No.1

M No details, but last licensed to Universal Power Drives Ltd, 19/8/33   (Could this be K above?)

N It has been stated that Capt. Howey's brother also had a Leyland Eight car, not confirmed though.

O Hon DF Tennant had a Leyland Eight car by 10/23 
P Col HT Tennant, by 11/23.   Repaired by LML c5/24 after accident, then new back axle (different ratio) 7/24

O+P Possibly both to Parry Thomas who had two chassis with numbers 11 & 12.

Q Sold to Stanley Sears by Parry Thomas (in works grey), no hood or weather protection

R Parry Thomas's 3rd Leyland-Thomas for the 1927 season rebuilt by Thomson & Taylor for Hon.David  
Now at BMIHT Museum, Gaydon (11/14)

LEYLAND EIGHT40hp CARS

ˊ
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Demonstrators & Test-rigs – form Harold Rushton 
 I can add some information relating to Peter Caunt’s photographs on pages 
40/41 of Torque No.65.  Photo No.1 – the Tiger Cub chassis with cab is not the one 
which now masquerades as a truck.  There were two prototypes and this is the other 
one.  It was fi tted with a standard truck cab and was being used as a runabout as the 
Department had lost its Austin A40 van.  I seem to remember Harold Brown telling 
me the other, now the truck, had a one off cab built at Chorley.  He had asked for 
a cheap lash-up but they did rather a good job and charged accordingly.  Standard 
truck cabs were much cheaper.   (Can any reader please supply a photograph of this 
prototype with the standard cab? – Ed.)
 The BET style single decker in Photo No.2 is a Marshall bodied PSU3/1R 
Leopard.  It was part of a Ribble order and fi tted with air suspension prior to bodying, 
later going to Ribble in November 1964 and becoming their no.498, UCK 498.  The 
Atlantean without destination box in Photo No.3 had front air suspension and 150hp 
engine as fi tted to the Ribble Gay Hostess.
 In Photo No.5, the PD2 with tandem cab, had a pneumo-cyclic box but 
retained a manual plate clutch for starting.  It was being used for brake drum tests 
at the time.  Most of the other vehicles in the pictures belonged to Demonstration/ 
Works Transport who seem to have taken over for the weekend.   
Leyland Subsidy A, 1919, in NZ  –  from John Kelland
 I am from the South Island of New Zealand and up until recently my family 
were the owners of a 1919 Leyland truck which my grandfather purchased in the 
early 1920s.  We lived on a sheep station in the High Country and my grandfather 
used to cart bales of wool to the nearest railway station which was 50 miles away.  
The truck fell into disrepair over the years but it is still able to be driven to this day.  
We donated it to a vintage machinery museum in the small town of Geraldine and 
several keen volunteers are in the process of doing it up.  The question they are 
asking is – what colour should it be painted?
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 I know that it had ‘The Diggers” (the name given the Australian troops in the 
First World War) painted on the bonnet and the letters were still visible until about 
ten years ago.  Do any of your members have any information on these trucks which 
came out to NZ after the war?  I have attached two photos of the Leyland.  (Numbers 
on the lorry are – in the cab 9481.    Front Axle 10615.   Engine Date 19/9/19.    
Engine Type S5.36 HP,   No. E.7846)

          Mike Sutcliffe replied as follows:  Yes, very interesting.   This was built in (Sept/
Oct, 1919 and was new then, it is not a rebuilt RAF type and would not have served in the 
War, though it is exactly the same model.   It may have been part of a cancelled War Offi ce 
order – if you could fi nd the order number that would help further.   This is to be found 
on the front chassis frame member, to the right hand side, on the top curved corner, above 
the second and third holes from the right.   There will be 2 sets of numbers – four numbers 
for the chassis no. 9481, then a space, followed by four more numbers (sales order no.)   
You may also fi nd the model type (it should be just a letter G, the “new” description of the 
model from 1st January 1919 onwards) in the centre of the front cross member, either on 
the curved top edge or more likely in the middle on the top face.   Do please let us know if 
you manage to fi nd these.
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LIONESS LC1 – from Peter Stanier
 With reference to Michael Plunkett’s letter commenting on the Leyland Lion 
book in the Summer 2014 edition of Leyland Torque, I was slightly involved with 
the Leyland Lioness LC1, KW 6025.  Back in the late 1950s I was approached by, I 
believe Alan Thomas, with a view of joining forces and purchasing the vehicle from 
Bradford Corporation.  I agreed to this so a party of Colin Shears, John Cook, Alan 
Thomas and myself set off for Bradford in my 1937 ex Southdown Tiger TS7, DUF 
179, calling into Leeds on the way up to travel on one of their trams.
 On arrival at Bradford we discovered that the vehicle had been converted to 
a fl oat for use in the Coronation in 1953.  It had an open body with ‘ELIZABETH 
II’ in large letters along both sides and had a large frame mounted on the body with 
a second 4 cylinder Leyland petrol engine mounted on the body which was used to 
rock the boat.  Unfortunately both these items had been removed before our arrival.
 We towed the vehicle back to Charing in Kent where I was living at the time, 
calling in at Lincoln on the way where a Leyland Lion had been extracted from a 
scrapyard.  Could it have been VL 1263 as it was standing on blocks with the side 
panels removed exposing a considerable amount of rotten wood?
 Our Lioness was housed at the fl ax works at Pluckley in Kent, along with 
Warwick Jenkin’s ex Lytham St Annes diesel Lion and my Southdown coach.

The Bradford Lioness LC1 when new with its 26 seater Charles Roe saloon body  
(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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 I had 
intended to 
build an open 
body on the 
chassis as used 
by Lytham 
St Annes on 
their Seafront 
Service but 
the others had 
different ideas 
and the vehicle 
was taken 
away and went 
to White Hart 
Lane.  It was 
then vandalised and the only other time I saw it was at Battersea Park at the start of 
one of the Brighton runs.  By then it had been re-bodied with a very weird sort of 
replica charabanc body, prior to it going to James Leake in the USA.  Any further 
information concerning its whereabouts would be greatly appreciated.   
As you say Peter, the replica body built by Wyatt, Stoke is certainly rather strange, it is not 
the usual All-weather body but a sort of ‘fantasy charabanc’, with doors down the right 
hand side for use in America.  It is not an authentic restoration of Bradford’s KW 6025 as 
can be seen from the photograph of the vehicle when it was new (opposite).  The good thing 
is that it has come back to England – Ed.)

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
 To complement our photo feature of Ribble buses in the Liverpool area, this 
lovely picture of a Titan was felt to be good enough to put on the front cover.   CK 
4213 (Ribble 749), chassis 70900, on Route D was one of a large number of TD1 
models new in 1930 for use on these routes.  This example later passed to Wilts and 
Dorset and then Crosville who re-bodied it in 1952.                              (W Chadwick)
Back Cover   
 This action shot shows three Leyland lorries at work on 25th April 1932 
when about a month old.  They were owned by Burt, Boulton & Heywood, based 
at Prince Regents Wharf, Silvertown, London E16.   On the left is a Hippo TSW3 
end tipper (chassis 908, CMO No.18516), No.42, JD 2224, delivered on 18th March 
and registered in West Ham.  To the right are two Leyland Bull TSQ1s, JD 2214 and, 
almost out of sight, No.39, JD 1492, probably chassis 907/06 respectively.   

(BCVMT  L011114)
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its offi cers nor the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed 
to enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society 
gives notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque 
dispatch information are held on a data base. The Society undertakes that this information is 
not divulged to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with proof reading 
by John Bennett, Gordon Brooke and Michael Crooks. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. 
Distribution by RnB Mailing, Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Summer 2015 issue should 
be sent to the Editor by 20th April 2015, please.

 Leyland FT4A, BTD 639, (on chassis no. 12544) was delivered to Mossley 
Metropolitan Borough Fire Brigade in March 1938.  Like many other dual purpose 
appliances capable of pumping and carrying a 50 or 60 foot escape wheeled ladder 
on the trunion bar.  Mossley F.B. would cover the industrial areas of Oldham and 
Ashton-under-Lyme as well as the majority of Saddleworth Moor, to as far south as 
Woodhead Pass.  Beautiful locations in the summer but one where the crews were 
more than grateful for the fully enclosed cab in foul weather.      (BCVMT  L021318)

MOSSLEY FIRE BRIGADE NO.3
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Leyland Fleet Series
Books recording the operators and fleets of important Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
• Edinburgh Corporation & Lothian £9.95
• The Leyland Lion (Origins to 1929) £14.95       Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £8.00 for Torque
• £9.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see 
website or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges shown here are from the 2011, 
2012, 2013 and 2014 Rallies. 
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 40 Bodiam Drive, Toothill, Swindon, Wilts  SN5 8BE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES
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 www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1137856
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