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EDITORIAL

Issue No. 73 Autumn 2016

 This issue of Leyland Torque is slightly different in that we usually save 
colour issues for special numbers, eg. no.50, 60, 70 etc. in order to keep the costs 
of the magazines down to a reasonable level.  Also, the majority of our historical 
articles can only be illustrated with black and white photographs because colour 
photography only took off in the late 1950s and early 1960s – it would therefore 
be a waste of money to have occasional colour photos interspersed with black and 
white and have to pay for a full colour magazine.  It is not our general policy to cover 
current vehicle rallies and restorations as these are very well covered (frequently 
repeated) in several of the monthly magazines;  we try to review the more historical 
aspects of Leyland Motors and consequently most of our regular input is illustrated 
with black and white pictures.
 As this is a special year for Leyland, celebrating 120 years – some would 
say 132 years since the first steam lorry in 1884, to give Leyland its proper place 
in history, at the forefront of vehicle design and experiments – and we had a very 
successful display of vehicles at the Leyland Trucks plant, we thought that we’d 
splash out a little and cover our own event with nearly 1/3 of this issue in colour.
This gives us the opportunity to include a few other goodies in colour as you will see, 
including some hand coloured black and white photographs aimed at re-capturing 
some of the magnificent liveries that disappeared before colour photography was 
affordable to the young enthusiast.
 As a consequence, some of the longer articles have been held over.  One thing 
that readers with vehicles may appreciate is a table of recommended tyre pressures, 
taken from a 1930s Leyland manual.  This summarises most of the early tyre sizes 
once pneumatics became commonplace, in fact right up to the late 1950s until radial 
tyres became popular.  There is now no excuse to run vehicles with the wrong tyre 
pressures!
 One last point is just to say that, as I receive a great quantity of emails, and a 
few letters, I don’t generally reply to them all, especially as most material gets into 
the next issue of Torque, so please don’t be offended – everything 
is read and dealt with.  This year’s Journal will follow soon after 
this issue of Torque.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
          Please note that this is the last magazine that you will receive if you have 
not renewed your membership for 2016/17.  A reminder will be enclosed with this 
issue of Torque so, if you have not already done so, renew as soon as possible – 
Thank you.   (Note that we no longer issue membership cards as they served very 
little purpose and cost a lot of time and money)
A message from our Membership Secretary – Did you renew your 
membership at the Leyland Gathering in July?  –  We are unable to confirm the 
identity of four members who paid in cash to renew.  If you are one of these, would 
you please advise the Membership Secretary (John Howie via mygg37@tiscali.
co.uk) when convenient and please accept our apologies for not checking at the 
time that the names and addresses were completed.

LEYLAND SOCIETY AGM  (Sunday 27th 
Nov, 2016)

          This year’s AGM is to be held on Sunday 27th November at 1.30pm at our 
usual venue, the Coventry Motor Museum.   Please note that this is deliberately 
two weeks later than usual to avoid clashing with other events.   Please come to 
the meeting, particularly if you have not been to an AGM before, they are friendly 
gatherings and you will be most welcome.  It would be good to see some more 
new faces this year, in addition to our regulars who appear virtually every year; we 
very much appreciate your support.  Light refreshments (cup of tea/coffee/biscuits) 
will be provided “on the house”.   We have yet to arrange a speaker or alternative 
entertainment.   

2016 ROYAL TIGER DOYEN MEMENTO 
BADGE

         This year’s Gathering memento is based on the Leyland Royal Tiger Doyen 
badge, probably the most elaborate vehicle badge ever produced, not only by 

Leyland Motors.  Marking 120 years of Leyland, 
1896-1916, it is generally considered to be the 
best we have ever produced.  It is larger than our 
previous badges, yet the price, including postage 
and packing and the gift case, is unchanged at 
£7.00. Available from David Berry – address 
on the inside front cover of Torque, or via our 
website, www.leylandsociety.co.uk.  To avoid 
disappointment you should order as soon as 
possible as they are going fast!  See the badge in 
full colour on page 25.
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A modern double-decker in India in September 1930 was this enclosed staircase Leyland 
Badger TA4 belonging to Biswas Transport Ltd.  These lightweight Badgers, and a few 
Beavers, were popular sales gained by Leyland’s Agent Mr Rostron, a very colourful half-
Indian who promoted Leyland Motors in India and the Straights Settlements.  His reports 
back to the General Manager in the 1920s make interesting reading.  The Leyland Society 
has copies of these and if any member wishes to inspect them please contact the editor.  

(BCVMT  L008406)

At North’s scrapyard, Leeds, in 1958 was to be found Burlingham rebodied Titans ex-
Ribble, including TD5, RN 8620, a Leyland FT1 fire engine, ET 5971 ex-Rotherham, and 
a Western National Bristol JJW, ATT 921.           (Travel Lens Photographic)



4 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 73    Autumn 2016

  
 

FAMILY FUN DAY AT LEYLAND TRUCKS
 2016 is a significant year for Leyland Trucks, and a number of its employees.  
The company celebrates 120 years of commercial vehicle manufacturing and a 
bunch of us employees celebrate 40 years of continuous service, a third of the life 
of the company.  In 1976 the company was very different from the one we work in 
today, but that is all part of Leyland’s rich history.  More than 200 apprentices were 
taken on that year and I was one of them, 40 years on and 14 of us are still going 
strong in all areas of the business.  Later in the year we will all get together at the 
Long Service Awards and celebrate, and probably reminisce about the great journey 
we have all been on.
 As part of Leyland Trucks 120th anniversary celebrations, the company 
welcomed a record breaking 4300 visitors to its Leyland site on Sunday 3rd July.  
With a huge variety of entertainment available there was something for all the family 
to enjoy, including historic and model trucks, breath-taking motorbike and cycle 
displays by the Xtreme Stunt Team, as well as stalls from local partners, charities 
and our suppliers.
 Speaking of the day, Leyland Trucks’ Managing Director Bryan Sitko com-
mented:  “We were absolutely overwhelmed with the response from our employ-
ees, their families and all the other guests who joined us for our 120th anniversary 
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celebrations over the 
weekend.  We’ve en-
joyed enormous support 
from the local commu-
nity throughout our his-
tory and it’s very much 
our ethos to pay as much 
back as we can.  My per-
sonal thanks go out for 
all the hard work of the 
employees and partners 
who made this event so 
successful and enjoy-
able.”
 One of the event’s most ardent supporters was the Leyland Society, who held 
their annual Gathering at the factory and brought with them an array of historic 
vehicles, including the oldest surviving Leyland bus.  It was great to be able to 
celebrate the milestone with a group who strive to keep our history alive.  In five years’ 
time we could do it all again perhaps?  In addition, a number of local businesses and 
charities took part, including Silcocks Fair who provided a selection of funfair rides 
for younger visitors.  Buckshaw Fitness, in conjunction with Adecco ran an assault 
course for adults and children and Turbary Woods brought along a selection of birds 
of prey for visitors to meet.  Dance and gymnastics displays were provided by local 
company, LJ Dance while Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service not only demonstrated 
how they dealt with specific emergencies, but provided the opportunity to get up 
close to a working fire engine, to the great excitement of all.
 Helping Hand, the Leyland Truck employee charity also provided a number 
of stalls and entertainment opportunities for visitors with all proceeds going towards 
the numerous local causes the charity supports.  And finally, for those visitors who 
may never have had the chance to view a modern production facility, Leyland Trucks 
opened the factory and newly renovated offices to the public for the day with a number 
of tours and walk-
throughs.
 All in all 
it was a great 
way to celebrate.  
The weather was 
fabulous and the 
displays compli-
mented each other 
to ensure all ages 
had plenty to do 
and see. The assembly plant on the left, “500 Shop” distant right
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 DAF Trucks’ XF tractor unit scooped the top honours at the transport 
industry’s premier awards event – the Motor Transport Awards 2016.  The Fleet 
Truck of the Year award for DAF’s range-topping XF marks the 17th victory for the 
built-in-Britain marque in this single category.
 Following Leyland Trucks’ Fleet Truck of the Year victory at the first Motor 
Transport Awards in 1986, the DAF and Leyland brands have together earned 17 
Fleet Truck of the Year victories. The LF, CF and XF models for the UK market are 
all built at the Leyland Trucks assembly plant in Lancashire.
 Acknowledged as the industry ‘Oscars’, the Motor Transport Awards 
recognises excellence in a number of categories with Fleet Truck of the Year seen 
as the highest prize for vehicle manufacturers.  The Awards culminated with a gala 
ceremony at London’s Grosvenor House Hotel on July 6th.
 “Naturally, we’re delighted to see the DAF brand celebrating excellence at 
both ends of the MT Awards’ 30-year history,” said DAF Trucks Managing Director, 
Ray Ashworth, “commercial vehicle technology has come a long way in three 

decades, but the judging criteria have stayed 
true to form – and that’s recognising quality 
as the primary focus.  I’ve always believed the 
actual judging process lends great credibility 
to the MT Awards,” he added, “Leading 
figures from across the transport business are 
selected to adjudicate.  Each and every judge 
is chosen for their wealth of experience and 
respected opinions.  Their conclusions are 
pooled together to provide a wholly unbiased, 
insightful appraisal of competing companies.  A 
Motor Transport Award, therefore, is just about 
the highest accolade the industry can bestow.”

Jonathan Ross (host), Ray Ashworth 
(MD DAF Trucks Ltd): James 
Welchman (presenter), Steve Hobson
(Editor Motor Transport)
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FAMOUS BRAND NAMES – Part 1
 Over the years, Leyland supplied vehicles to many different companies 
operating in very diverse markets.  This month we are concentrating on companies 
that would be well known to most people, including world famous brands either 
from industry or for domestic consumption.  For many years, companies realised the 
advertising potential for their brands and products through eye-catching liveries for 
their own fleets.  The vehicles featured this month are older models as the economics 
of transport in more recent years required lower vehicle costs.  Nevertheless, we 
hope you enjoy the nostalgia generated by this selection of famous names, many of 
whom have now passed into history, been taken over by larger groups or subcontracted 
their logistics to specialist companies.  Gary Dwyer has selected the photographs 
from the BCVM archive and prepared the captions.  

These Leyland Beaver TSC8s operated by Hovis were obviously new when pictured with 
the 1929 Sentinel DG6 steam lorry in 1934.  The Beaver with box van body, AXH 719, was 
probably a direct replacement for the steam lorry.  The Beaver, AXU 314, is coupled to a 
drawbar trailer and possibly the other flat bed, AXH 702, would be similarly equipped.  
There is some degree of automation present in the handling of the flour sacks but final 
loading is clearly a manual operation.                         (BCVMT L014523)
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Today we would associate Sainsbury’s with box vans for delivering groceries and not open 
flat-bed trucks.  This Buffalo was exhibited at the 1931 Commercial Motor Show.  Note the 
lack of a driver’s door on the offside of the vehicle.         (BCVMT L010345)

Robertson’s Golden Shread – Leyland ST 2 Ton van, B 5653, was already six years old when 
photographed in 2/20, carrying license no.P.SPT.237-4 (Southport?) on the windscreen.  The 
1920 C Type, B 8949 (left) carries P/SPT237-7).           (BCVMT L000519)
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Triplex Glass (Northern) bought this Badger TA3 photographed here prior to delivery in 
1934 and destined for their Eccleston Works, St. Helens.  No wiper for the driver as he had 
an opening windscreen and only an offside mirror!                        (BCVMT L014247)

Two Leyland Bull TSQ3s for Brooke Bond Tea in 1932.  Registered YY 972/73, the 
signwriting on the cab is for HH Jardine, Haulage Contractor of Macduff Road, London 
so the vehicles were presumably operated on a contract basis.                (BCVMT L036114)
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A Leyland Cub SKG1 prior to delivery to Leyland Paints on what looks to have been a wet 
day in 1935.  It was registered TJ 1871 and the advertising states that Leyland paints and 
varnishes are “from Britain’s most modern factory”!         (BCVMT L015492)

A six-wheeled Leyland Cub KSX2 for British Oxygen Co, the  industrial gas manufacturers, 
photographed in 1934 outside Ham Works, Kingston.  It had yet to be registered but had 
already been allocated fleet number 79.          (BCVMT L015045)
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269.  Leyland Titan TD2, JUB 29
 Michael Plunkett and Mike Sutcliffe respond  –  This topic has been aired 
before, long before the Leyland Society came into existence and it is interesting 
now to consider the position of the accelerator pedal, which is in the centre with the 
footbrake on the right.  It was generally quite common to find the throttle pedal in the 
centre in the early days and this was originally the standard position for Leylands.  
However, the War Office, with their Subsidy A scheme set up in 1912, insisted on the 
throttle pedal being on the right.  Consequently the RAF Type range followed this 
practice, but the lighter 2-3 ton variants continued with a centre pedal!  Rackham’s 
original TD1 and associated designs had the throttle pedal placed centrally and 
later developments incorporated in the TD2 left the cab controls much as before 
as the similarity of general design might have led to confusion for drivers in a fleet 
operating both types.  
          The change to right hand with Leylands must have come around 1933/34 with 
the more radical re-design of the TD3 and TS6, however a photograph of the first 
Torque Converter TS6, with two pedal control, clearly shows the throttle on the left 
and footbrake on the right!   My own Tiger TS6 (1934, ex-Todmorden JOC) has 
a right hand throttle, but the Chesterfield TS6 buses, sold to W Alexander & Sons 
(see page 43 of Torque No.72) had central throttle pedals, even after conversion to 
conventional gearboxes!
 However, the carburettor could also be controlled by means of a “hand throt-
tle” acting through linkages on the pedal mechanism.  The early TD1 had a “screw 

On this ‘drawn-up’ photograph of a Titan TD2 chassis, the throttle pedal pivots down from 
high up and can just be seen to be on the far side of the brake pedal. 

(Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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down” device attached to the lower 
part of the steering column – very 
difficult to operate when sitting in 
the driver’s seat!  Later models in-
troduced a quadrant and small lever 
(with a similar fitting for magneto 
“advance/retard”) placed on a cir-
cular plate just under the steering 
wheel, easily accessible for starting 
and warming-up or slow running 
when stationary.
 (My own view of JUB 29 is that 
the ECOC body and TD2 chassis go 
properly together and that it certainly 
doesn’t have an ex-Glasgow TD1 
chassis, despite its “ringed” chassis 
number.  The registration YG 2058 
would be much more appropriate for 
its livery and one can only speculate 
as to why Wallace Arnold re-registered 
the vehicle.  Perhaps it needs to be re-
registered again?! – Ed.)

271.  Wartime attack?
 To complement the reminiscences of John Dalzell, Chris Green has found 
a picture of roof mounted AA guns which he refers to.  He attached a scan of a 
page from an undated 63-page booklet published by Leyland, probably in 1945 or 
1946.  It describes the major achievements in product design and facilities during 
the war.  Foundry work appears to be much admired and it describes the acquisition 
and development of what became West Yorkshire Foundries.  The final page shows 
various Home Guard, Bomb Disposal, Fire Fighting units.  What could be an AA 
gun is shown on top of a flat-roofed building, which could have been specially built 
for the purpose.  It may well have been sited at the Club premises near South Works.  
This particular gun is not on the South Works office building, there could have been 
one there as well.   One of his friends went on the roof of that building in the 1980s 

and said that there was a large water tank (big 
enough to swim in) there.  This might have 
been part of a sprinkler system. (There were 
three large open water tanks on the top of the Can-
teen building in Thurston Road, as it was called 
when built, late in the 1914-18 War – Ed.)
 The booklet contains many interesting 
black and white photographs.  It acknowledges 
“the co-operation of the Ministry of 

(BCVMT,  L005001)
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Information, the Admiralty and the Ministry of Supply”.  One of the photos shows 
the “Comet Tanks of the 11th Armoured Division moving up to a devastated German 
town in March 1945”. 
 On the subject of South Works, Chris worked there around 1966 when he was 
on the Training Scheme in the Publicity Dept, Thomas Dawson being the manager.  
He saw in a Torque some time ago that interest was being taken in old Leyland 
advertising.  He says “I have a hard-backed book, effectively a scrap book, which 
contains 87 adverts, some of them duplicated,  published between 1st July 1955 
and 1st September 1956.  I assume the book was being thrown out in 1966.  The 
publications included Bus and Coach, Commercial Motor, Railway Gazette, New 
Commonwealth, Motor Transport, FT, Transport Journal, Coaching Journal, Gas and 
Oil Power and, oddly, Punch”.
“ Incidentally, did your correspondent who was making model Landtrains get enough 
photos?  I have just rediscovered some Landtrain brochures which might have been 
the press release pack.  He could contact me if he wishes”.

272.  TD1 dimensions    

Note the South Works Bodyshop in the background.                               (BCVMT L011553)

 Mike Sutcliffe adds  –  the answer to the odd spacing of the pillars of the 
‘Titan’ body is unknown to me but the ‘Hybridge’ body was just the same, as can be 
seen from this much later view of the unusual rear end of one of the Alexander Titan 
TD2s (WG 1214), new in July 1932.   The additional height of the rear dome was 
to match up to the sliding head roof, a popular feature for Scottish Group double-
deckers at that time.
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273.  Southdown PD2/12 MUF 457
 Roger Bailey provides the following links to the Turkish museum (which 
appears to have two locations): Ankara - http://www.rmk-museum.org.tr/cengelhan/
english/;  Istanbul - http://www.rmk-museum.org.tr/english/.  But there is no 
reference to the bus!  A full list of vehicles is at: http://www.rmk-museum.org.tr/
english/exhibit/road_list.html

274.  Egyptian Wartime coach
 John Bennett thinks that this coach is EAL 119, Leyland TS8 15237, 
Harrington C32F, new 4/38 to GV Dennis, (Robin Hood Coaches), Nottingham.  It 
was one of four supplied in 1938 and this one is not traced post-war.  It went to the 
Ministry of Transport for the War Department in 1940 and is known to have gone 
to the RAF.  Almaza is a large military installation to the north-east of Cairo which 
began life as a civilian airport until 1914 and was a major RAF Base in WW2.  
The left destination of the coach says “Transport Command” and the right “Cairo-
Almaza”, possibly indicating that it is operating between the two places.  The base 
passed to the Egyptian Air Force in 1947, was bombed by the RAF in 1956 during 
the Suez Crisis and is still the base of the Egyptian Air Force.
 The picture would seem to have been taken in about 1946/7. The RAF had 
a reputation for always getting the best commandeered coaches and certainly seem 
to have looked after this one.  Cairo was a major “r & r” (rest and recuperation) 
location in WW2 and many thousands of troops spent time there; a booklet was 
issued advising the men of all aspects of life in the city and surroundings!   (PS – My 
father-in-law was stationed at that RAF Base throughout the War and almost certainly 
would have travelled in that coach! – MAS)

(John Bennett collection)



Autumn 2016 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 73 15

276.  Petrol-Electric Leyland Tigress
 One of the advantages of the Leyland Society helping the BCVM to scan 
the early LML glass plate negatives is that little gems like this turn up from time 
to time, otherwise, they may never again see the light of day!  This is a drawing 
for a proposed Petrol-Electric version of the bonneted Leyland Tigress.   It was 
recorded as ‘The Electrical Transmission Chassis’ in the LML photographic register 
on 19th April 1934, about the time that the Lioness Six LTB1 developed into/was 
replaced by the Tigress.  It could have been a proposal for an export market – Canada 
possibly?  
 It would be good to know more about the change from the Lioness Six LTB1, 
which was based on the higher Lion LT1 frame with central transmission line, to 
the Tigress which presumably had the Tiger frame with its lower build and offset 
transmission – in other words, just like Rackham had originally planned with the 
original Tigress TB1 in 1927.   Can any reader tell us any more about these things?

277.  Flat 12 Cylinder Engine
 This engine 
was photographed 
in July 1953 and 
is described in the 
register as ‘Flat 
Engine 6.766 12-
cyl’.    Can any 
reader please tell 
us more about it?

(BCVMT,  L014099)

(BCVMT,  L046860)
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Apart from Bill’s various jobs at Leyland Motors, detailed below, he was a shop steward, 
senior shop steward and eventually union secretary for the main staff union at Leyland and 
as well as testing all different types of engines (diesel, petrol and gas).  He also carried out 
transmission and axle testing.
 I have worked for “Leyland Motors” since leaving school in 1969 and during 
all the rounds of redundancies, takeovers, name changes, mergers etc. managed to 
keep my head down whenever the axe swung.  I currently work at the old Leyland 
Technical Centre in Leyland, now owned by a Canadian company called CSA, and 
throughout my employment my service has always been continued so this year is my 
47th with “Leyland”;  for more than forty of those years I've been involved in the 
development and testing of engines.
 After serving a technician apprenticeship, I came out of my time in the Comet 
Shop at the Farington Works and began work as a fitter on rear axles and worked 
on the unusual National Bus differential unit, also the wonderful worm and wheel 
diff for the Worldmaster.  After a couple of years I could build axles in my sleep so 
decided that I need another challenge.  After applying for several staff positions I got 
a job as a test technician in Test operations at Spurrier Works in the engine research 
and development department.
 My first job was working on the Bathgate 4/98 and 6/98 engines and at that 
time they were looking at turbocharging them for the Boxer range, we use to joke 
that they must have been the fastest bread vans on the road.  After a couple of years 
on the Bathgate engines I graduated onto the bigger stuff, the O.680 and 690 engines, 

later renamed the L11 
and TL11.  At the time 
Leyland had a policy 
of dual sourcing 
components and I spent 
a considerable amount 
of my time working with 
reps from CAV, Sigma 
and Friedman Maier 
evaluating different types 
of fuel pump (inline 
and rotary).  This could 
sometimes be boring 
work and I remember 
spending months on 
end just trying different 
governor springs in F&M 
pumps in an attempt to 

The Test Cell Control Room in the 1980s at the Engine 
Research Facility.
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get acceptable idle stall characteristics and a smooth idle.
 Leyland had its own sign-off test for engines called the 1500 hour type test;  
this was split up into three segments, max rated speed and power, max rated torque 
and speed and overload-overspeed, each portion of the test being 500 hours long.  
These engines were run 24 hours a day (and often seven days a week) and were 
manned on a shift system.   There were many occasions when I was working the 
night shift that I did a midnight raid on the engine assembly lines in No.8 Shop to 
“rob” a set of injector pipes or injectors or a gasket just to keep an engine going!  I 
did many type tests and must have accumulated tens of thousands of hours.
 In the late 1970s Leyland recognised that the exhaust emissions from their 
engines would need to be cleaned up;  this was years before the introduction of the 
first Euro levels (Euro 0 became effective in 1988).  To this end they purchased an 
emissions trolley at the then enormous cost of £38,000 (at that time employees could 
buy a Mini through the employee purchase scheme for about £500!)  No one at Ley-
land had any experience in collecting exhaust gases and analysing the results, so I 
was duly dispatched to Jaguar Cars (then part of the Leyland Group) to spend a week 
in their grandly named Atmospheric Pollution Laboratory.  Jaguar was already well 
versed in emissions measurement as they had a large market in the United States and 
in particular California where the Californian Air Research Board had already intro-
duced their own limits.  The current Euro level for heavy duty diesel trucks is Euro VI 
and manufacturers are already working towards Euro VII.  Forty years on, I’m still 
carrying out emission testing so I think I can rightly claim to have been in at the very 
beginning.  Perhaps the most interesting job I’ve worked on in respect to emissions 
measurement was on the engines for the New York Atlanteans and I can well remem-
ber them resplend-
ent in their Bicen-
tennial livery.
 Other en-
gines I worked on 
during the Ley-
land years were 
the 410 and 420, 
mainly on gasket 
testing where the 
engines were sub-
jected to thermal 
shocks by heat-
ing the coolant to 
around 85-90ºC 
and then flushing 
the engine through 
with cold water, 
this process being The thermal shock rig at Spurrier Works in the 1980s
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repeated several thousand times.  Interestingly, although my memory is sketchy on 
this I worked on what was called the hybrid engine that was based on the 400 engine; 
I think it was called the 440 engine.  I also did short stints on the L60 engine, manu-
factured by Leyland for the Chieftain tank.  This was a two stroke, multi-fuel engine 
and it had an unmistakable sound when running and I’ve read somewhere that the 
British Army had a nickname for it “Old Smokey”, enough said!
 During my time, the 500 engine was still being developed (or under-
developed depending on your point of view).  Despite already being in production, 
my involvement with this engine was restricted to running them when working 
shifts.   I remember that we had a small “black museum” in the workshop that had 
a collection of various pieces of failed engines returned by disgruntled customers.  
The other engine of note at the time was the gas turbine engine and, although I 
didn’t work on it, I did work on the installation of two test beds at the bottom of 
No.8 shop for the testing of the engine when I was in the millwrights department 
during my apprenticeship.  I can still remember the strange sound they made when 
the demonstrator was driven round the factory.
 In addition to the above I also worked on the L12 and TL12 which although 
not strictly Leyland engines ended up being developed at Leyland when AEC 

Some of the emission equipment, the semi anechoic noise chamber
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finally closed its doors, this obviously didn’t make us very popular with the ex AEC 
workforce. 
 I guess the last engines that I was involved with that had a connection 
to Leyland were the DAF 6.25, 8.25 and 11.6 litre engines.  After the merger 
(although I always thought of it as a take-over by DAF) of the two companies, 
DAF sent a lot of work over from Eindhoven due to lack of tests beds in Holland.  
I developed some good relationships with their engineers, the bulk of the work 
was 1500 hour type tests and one engine could keep me employed for up to six 
months.  At the end of each test the engine was completely stripped, measured and 
photographed, the end product being a large technical report.  Such was the detail 
that they wanted, I even had to scrape out the carbon from the piston ring grooves 
to weigh it!  Ironically the 11.6 engine was a development of Leyland’s own O.680 
engine;  how differently things might have turned out if Leyland had followed the 
same path.
 As well as Leyland engines I also tested other makes, usually as part of 
competitor evaluation exercises.  The two I remember were the Rolls Royce Eagle 
and the Gardner (probably the 6LXB).  Leyland was particularly interested in the 
Gardner as they could never match its fuel consumption.   From memory I think it 
was attributed to the low friction qualities of the engine.
 On a final note I just want to end with a funny story.  As well as the “normal” 
engine development programs Leyland also had a department called Advanced 
Technology.  This was staffed mainly by graduates and it was their role to look 
into the future and come up with new ideas.  I was asked to assist with a project to 
develop a minimally cooled engine, the idea being to reduce the amount of cooling 
needed and as a consequence use more of the energy from the fuel to increase the 
power output of the engine rather than it going to waste heating water or going 
out of the exhaust.  One of the AT engineers had the idea of reducing the capacity 
of the water jacket (I think the engine was a TL11) and he proposed that we use 
two part epoxy resin to part fill the water jacket. After some quick calculations he 
came up with a quantity and this was to be mixed in a metal bucket. We managed 
to get hold of some industrial epoxy resin and the fitter helping me started to mix 
it together until he had three-quarters of a bucket-full mixed to a nice smooth 
consistency.  He then stood on a stool and began to pour.  I don’t know if any 
reader has ever used two-part epoxy but during the mixing process it gets warm, 
what we didn’t realise was that a large quantity would get very warm.  Part way 
through pouring the fitter suddenly gave a loud yelp and dropped the bucket as it 
was burning his hands, this resulted in the resin running down the engine block and 
spreading out on the floor before quickly hardening, we spent the rest of the day 
chiselling it up!
 Looking back, they were interesting and happy times but sadly Leyland no 
longer makes it own engines.  I’m still gainfully employed carrying out tests for 
manufacturers such as JCB, Cummins, Caterpillar and Perkins so I guess you could 
say that diesel runs in my veins.
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OVAL BADGES IN COLOUR
 John Dalzell has sent us a 1930 Leyland publicity booklet entitled “What 
Leyland Stands For” and it includes a page showing the eleven oval radiator badges 
– see opposite.  He says “During the war there were several large army camps in 
the Penrith area.  My father was secretary of the Penrith Troops Entertainment 
Committee which organised all sorts of activities and concerts – one of which was 
the Leyland Motors concert party”.
  “As an avid collector of wagon pictures (not easy in wartime) I nagged my 
dad to introduce me to the leader of the concert party to ask if he could get me any 
Leyland pictures.  About a week later a bulky parcel arrived for me, with bound 
volumes of the first three years of the Leyland Journal (1935-37), a number of 
excellent spec sheets for pre-war Leylands on lovely glossy paper, together with 
a number of the photos of early 1920s Leylands.  There was also this intriguing 50 
page booklet about the factory and products dating from about 1930.  I regret that I 
have forgotten the name of the kind gentleman who organised it, but it was a superb 
PR gesture on behalf of the company that must have influenced my choice of an 
apprenticeship and fostered my lifelong affection for Leylands”.

Merryweather supplied this Titan with a 500gpm mid-mounted pump and one of their 100ft 
steel 4-section ladders to the Auckland Metropolitan Fire Board.  It was registered EZ 
1881(costing £9171) and was based at the Central Fire Station on Pitt St for most of its 
operational life, later being transferred to Christchurch in Jan 1977.  It was built in 1946 as 
an OPD1 prototype (chassis 461000, line no.164) with E166 8.6 litre oil engine (no.5339).  
In 1947 it was re-classified OPD1A then  to OPD2/1 in 9/48, still with the same chassis 
number (did it receive an O.600 engine? – what does it have now?- Ed.)  It is now preserved 
as part of the Auckland Museum of Transport and Technology’s collection.   

(Simon Ryan collection)
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 The 2016 Society Gathering was special for many reasons, the primary one 
being that we were celebrating 120 years since the formation of Leyland Motors, 
formerly called The Lancashire Steam Motor Co.  Leyland Trucks also wanted 
to celebrate this milestone and invited the Society to hold our vehicle display at 
the Leyland Assembly Plant as part of a Family Fun Day for their employees.  We 
were honoured to support the event and take part in the celebrations with the benefit 
that visitors were able to tour the Assembly Plant and view the methods used to 
manufacture modern trucks.  
 A total of 35 Leylands attended the event, comprising 18 lorries, 1 fire engine 
and 16 passenger carrying vehicles.  Almost every decade of Leyland products was 
on display and we thank all of those who took the time and trouble to attend with 
their vehicles.  We had many comments of appreciation from spectators and also 
Leyland trucks.  There were many familiar faces at the Gathering but also some new 
ones, some travelling long distances to attend the event.
 Older Leyland lorries were represented by two Beavers, models TC7 and 
TC9 dating from 1933 and 1934 respectively, both being relatively local vehicles.  
The sole representative from the 1940s was another Beaver 12B/3 entered by Phillip 

(Gary Dwyer)
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Ballinger who travelled up from 
Ross-on Wye.  The 1950s lorries 
were well represented and totalled 
five at the event.  Two Leyland 
Comets were on display and both 
were finished in the livery of 
famous operators, London Brick 
and Blue Circle Cement; the final 
examples from this decade being a 
Steer 16S/3 and an Octopus 22/O/1.  
Lorries of the 1960s and 1970s 
showed the transition to Ergomatic 
cabbed models, with Beaver and 
Super Comet models looking 
modern in comparison.   Lorries 
from the 1980s were unsurprisingly 
the most numerous at the event and 
included a rare G-cabbed Chieftain 
tractor unit fitted with an O.401 
engine.  The T45 range was well represented with 4x2 and 6x2 Roadtrains as well as 
an T244 4x4 military variant.  A unique model attending was a Landmaster, which 
was an export only model, not type approved in the UK.  The most modern lorry at 
the event was a 45 Series produced during the Leyland DAF era which was used to 
display the owner’s extensive collection of Leyland vehicle badges.
 Fire engines were later a relatively rare Leyland product but we were 
privileged to have an FT1 model, dating from 1934 which has been restored and 
retains links with the local authority that was its original owner.
 The range of passenger carrying vehicles attending the event was equally 
impressive, the oldest being a 1908 X-Type double-decker which is the oldest 

surviving restored Leyland 
vehicle.  Next to it stood the 
“Leyland-Thomas No.1” of 
David Haywood, built around 
an original Leyland Eight 
engine and back axle raced 
by Parry Thomas, also from 
other period components over 
a period of over 20 years to re-
create the World’s Land Speed 
Record breaking car of 1924.  
This amazing car attended for 
the first time and was a popular 
exhibit with spectators.  

The Society is always well supported by Myrddin 
Jones and his colleagues at Jones International 
Coaches, all the way from South Wales in this Van 
Hool bodied Tiger.                (David Berry)

A new visitor to our event was this Leyland Super 
Comet 16SCT/11R, registered KEN 799G, powered by 
a Leyland 401 engine.  It was driven from Cumbria by 
owner Glen Harley who restored it himself.  

(Gary Dwyer)
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After the crowds had gone, these two Leylands pose in front of the Leyland Society stall.  Both vehicles have something in common in that their engines were used for many years by Leyland as display 
engines.  They were regularly exhibited with other “show” engines, some sectionalised, having been on display at Commercial Motor Shows at Olympia and Earls Court, latterly at the Day Continuation 
Centre.  The existence of the X Type 35hp engine made the restoration of the London Central double-decker possible, from a totally derelict state; it is the oldest surviving British built motorbus.  The ex-Parry 
Thomas Leyland Eight engine made it possible to re-create the Leyland-Thomas No.1, which broke the World’s Land Speed Record 17 times over different distances (from one mile to 100 miles) between 
November 1922 and June 1926.  (See inset the new Leyland Society Royal Tiger badge)                                                       (Mike Sutcliffe)
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Two older Leylands parked together having travelled from different parts of the country.  
The TC9 Beaver, registered BKC 172, was brought by Gary Cadwell from Southport whilst 
the 12B/3 registered JDF 827, was driven from Ross-on Wye by Phil Ballinger.  

(Gary Dwyer)

Two preserved Ribble Leylands pictured together, the recently restored LT2 with Leyland 
bodywork and a Tiger Cub PSUC/1 with Saro bodywork.  Both buses are now in the care of 
and operated by the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust.                  (David Berry)
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 The display of single 
deck buses and coaches 
included examples of almost 
all of the Leyland models 
named after “Big Cats”.  The 
oldest buses on display were 
two Lions dating from 1929 
and 1934, both with Leyland 
bodywork and originally 
delivered to Ribble and Lytham 
St. Annes Corporation.  Tigers 
ranged from an early PS1 with 
Plaxton bodywork dating from 
1947 through to probably one 
of the last examples still in 
revenue earning service, a 1985 TRCTL11 model operated by Jones International 
Coaches and a regular Gathering entrant.  Tiger Cubs and Royal Tigers were also on 
display together with a relatively rare Panther new to Preston Corporation with Metro 
Cammell Weymann bodywork.   Unusually, the double deck models on display did 
not include any examples of one of Leyland’s well known models, the Titan, but 
later designs were represented.  Three Atlanteans were brought to the event, all from 
the local area, including an NBC standard model and a Manchester standard design, 
albeit converted to open top.  Leyland based independent operator Fishwick, who 
unfortunately ceased trading in late 2015 was represented by an Atlantean with East 
Lancs bodywork.  Although  not a true Leyland design, a Fleetline, also an Olympian 
completed the display of buses, both originally delivered to Greater Manchester.

 The Ribble Vehicle 
Preservation Trust kindly 
supported the event, not only 
with an array of vehicles on 
display, but with a bus service 
between the Assembly Plant 
and the BCVM using their 
preserved Leylands and we 
thank them for their support.  
The following pages show 
photos of a selection of the 
vehicles on display but space 
precludes a picture of every 
vehicle attending the event.  
Many of the photographs 
were taken as vehicles arrived 
to enable a clearer picture.

George Dunlop from Wisbech brought this handsome 
Leyland FT1 fire engine.  It was originally delivered to 
Wisbech Town Fire Brigade.    (Mike Sutcliffe)

The Leyland Octopus was the mainstay of UK haulage 
fleets for many years.  This 22/O/1 example, registered 
ONC 7, owned by Matthew Wright was originally built as 
a Hippo 19H/7 but converted to an Octopus by Leyland 
early in its life.              (David Berry)
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This magnificent Beaver TC7 of William Bowker of Blackburn was the oldest lorry attending 
the Gathering.  Registered TJ 3664, it has been restored to represent the large number of 
Leylands operated by the company and was driven by Keith Baron.                (Gary Dwyer)

The Wisbech Leyland FT1 fire engine is pictured here alongside a Lion LT5A with Leyland 
bodywork in Lytham St. Annes livery,  preserved by Keith Severn.  The Lion was once a 
Leyland demonstrator.                  (Mike Sutcliffe)
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A bus can easily be fitted with a special destination blind for an important event!  Harold 
Heaton brought his ex-Wigan Corporation Royal Tiger PSU1/13 with Northern Counties 
body from nearby Leigh.  Registered AEK 514, it carried fleet number 101.       (Gary Dwyer)

John Fallon brought his rare Beaver BV68/32APTR with semi-automatic gearbox down 
to Leyland from his base in West Lothian.  It carries registration number EKX 895K and 
was new to Esso Petroleum who operated a large fleet of similar vehicles.      (Gary Dwyer)
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This Lioness was built in 1927 with a Leyland body as a baggage van for King George V.  
It later served in Jersey, having been rebuilt by Thurgood to an all-weather coach.  It is 
normally on display in the BCVM.                                (Mike Sutcliffe)

The British Army were supplied with a 4-ton cargo truck using many components from 
the T45 range, modified for military applications, most notably the cab.  This example is 
owned by Paul Sennant who restored it to its original specification                 (Gary Dwyer)
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Vehicles that arrived later in the morning were parked at the British Commercial Vehicle 
Museum.  This Tiger PS1 belonging to Gordon Brooke was one example and we have 
included a photo from one of our earlier Gatherings.               (Mike Sutcliffe)

Another view of the vehicle display showing spectators walking amongst the vehicles and 
talking to the owners, lorries in the foreground and passenger carrying vehicles from the 
Northwest specially parked together in the background.                                   (David Berry)
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LEYLAND-BODIED LEYLANDS IN LEICESTERSHIRE

Gibson’s Comfort, Barlestone, Leics, treated themselves to four new Leylands in the early 
1950s, a PD2/12 and this Royal Tiger having Leyland bodies.  HJU 524 was photographed 
in May 1962, straight from the paint shop.        (Mike Sutcliffe C99)

When Allen, Mountsorrel, sold out to Midland Red in July 1955, H Boyer & Son, Rothley 
snapped up this Royal Tiger, HJU 546.  Still with Allen’s blue paint on the door, it is seen in 
winter sunshine just before Boyer went to Midland Red.          (Mike Sutcliffe C4)
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GUT 455 was a Titan PD2/1 in the immaculate fleet of CH Allen, Mountsorrel, later with 
Barton.  This photo and the one below were black and white, taken by A&T, Leeds, coloured 
by Paul Banbury (PaulMedia) and prepared for printing by Mike Sutcliffe.

Another coloured black and white photo, this time Kemp & Shaw’s last new bus, seen here 
in Quorn, JBC 989 was a 1952 Leyland PD2/12, No.31 in the fleet, soon to be controlled by 
and later absorbed into Midland Red.  It was truly a magnificent sight!
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The Leyland Beaver NHS Mobile X-Ray vans lasted a long time and did a very low mileage.  
Many therefore lasted into the preservation era thereby giving a great deal of pleasure to 
would-be vehicle restorers of a quality lorry.                   (Peter Davies)

This Leyland Llama GTS4 is a very rare beast.  Only a handful were made, based on the 
Tiger TS4 chassis but with goods vehicle springing, ideal for a pantechnicon.  David Hoare 
rescued the sole survivor, WN 5113.                   (Jonathan Pye)

LEYLAND LORRIES IN COLOUR
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Thanks to John Bennett, Colin Brazier, Mike Fenton, Peter Greaves, Tony Hall, Richard 
Morgan, Mike Sutcliffe, John Thompson and Ralph Wilkinson.

Victoria Coaches, Leyland TD7, EO 7804 (Torque Nos.66-72)
 Peter Greaves points out that the ‘possible answer’ to the ongoing puzzle 
about RN 8621 in Torque No.72 can’t be correct.  The photograph (Torque No.69) 
showing the ex-Ribble 2056 body shows part of the number plate as RN 86..  and it has 
a TD5 dumb iron so it can’t be RN 7863.  This was a TD4, rebodied by Burlingham in 
1947 and scrapped by Ribble  8/52, according to PSV Circle Fleet History PC29.  It 
is suggested that Ribble simply fitted bodies to any old chassis they also wanted to 
dispose of and so we may never know the identity of this one.
Western Welsh, Leyland Titan PD1, GDE 834 (Torque No.72)
 There was a large response to this item.  Fortunately almost everyone agreed 
that this was Leyland PD1A, no.460540, Burlingham (2510) L27/28R, new 7/46 to D 
J Morrison, Tenby no.23.  The Burlingham body was one of a fairly small number built 
in 1946/7 to a rather basic design!  It went to Green’s Motors, Haverfordwest, 12/51.  
Green’s was purchased by Western Welsh in 4/56 where it was given fleet number 
987.  Withdrawn 2/59 and to Coppock (dealer), Sale 3/59 and on to W L Silcox & Son, 
Pembroke Dock no.49 by 6/59 and then to Cowley (dealer), Salford 4/60.
 The bus was photographed at WWOC’s Central Works at Ely, Cardiff in 
1956 having been freshly outshopped in WW livery ex Green’s.  It is posed on the 
driveway down to the works off Cowbridge Road West, opposite the cinema.  Gerald 
Truran took many photos at this spot, during the mid 1950s as he was employed by 
WWOC at the time.   
Leyland FK8 Fire engine, FCV 697 (Torque No.72)
 Just one response for this one.  This was from John Thompson who tells us 
that it was a Leyland FK8 (Pump Escape) 100250 supplied in 8/39 to Camborne 
& Redruth UDC passing to the National Fire Service in 1941 and to the Cornwall 
Fire Brigade on denationalisation in 1948.  He suspects it was converted from a 
‘Braidwood’ open type body to a totally enclosed body during its service with the 
Cornwall Brigade.  The bodybuilder is still not known - does anyone have further 
information?           
Jones’, Aberbeeg, Leyland Tiger TS4, TH 2727 (Torque No.72)
 Everyone thanked above had something to say about this one.  After much 
discussion it was concluded that it had Leyland TS4 chassis 192 with Leyland 
B32R body new to the BET subsidiary J James, Ammanford, 30, 16/7/32.  Here is a 
photograph of very similar James 31, TH 3060 when new.   
 TH 2727 It was requisitioned by the War Department (RAF) 18/7/40 and 
returned and withdrawn 5/47.  It then went to C G Hill, Tredegar 6/47 where it 
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is said to have been 
rebodied B33F by 
Groom & Llewellyn, 
Brigend and fitted 
with an oil engine.  
However, John 
Bennett (and others 
agree) believes that 
it may be a rebuild 
of a second-hand 
utility Burlingham 
body (see example on 

page 46). Mike Sutcliffe agrees that the overall shape is right, also the front dome 
and destination box, though the flat, vertical cant panels demonstrate that the roof 
height has been increased, right up to the top of the front edge of the destination 
box.  Also, when Mike Fenton spoke to Ronald Groom’s son some time ago, he 
told him that they had rebuilt bodies, but he had no recollection of anything new 
being produced.  Mike believes John Bennett’s theory is correct that the second-
hand body was rebuilt with a new roof etc by Groom & Llewellyn and is certainly 
not an original by them.  
 Withdrawn by Hill 10/49 it went to Jones’ Omnibus Services, Aberbeeg, 
no.37 and then to Edmunds Bus Services, Rassau by 1952 and was withdrawn by 
6/56. It was still derelict at the depot 2/59. 
           Trinant is a village within the historic boundaries of Monmouthshire, north of 
the village of Crumlin and south of Ebbw Vale and west of the River Ebbw.  The bus 
stop with the name written on it is the loading point for that village.
Foster Ltd, Leyland Tiger TS6, YG 7832 (Torque No.72)

 YG 7832 was one of 
two Tiger TS6s bought 
by the Todmorden Joint 
Omnibus Committee  
in 1934, together with 
two Titan TD3s.  All 
four had bodies by 
Northern Counties due 
to the fact that Leyland 
bodies were not easily 
available in 1933/34 
because of the problems 
encountered by Leyland 
when introducing metal 
framed bodies.  Previous 
errors in earlier fleet 

YG 7832 skidded in snow one June (which year?) on its way 
from Oxenhope.                       (Mike Sutcliffe collection)
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histories have shown the registration numbers in the wrong order but the correct 
version is that the TS6s were nos.15/16, YG 7831/32, and the TD3s were nos.2/17, 
YG 7830/33.   
 After sale by TJOC in Jan 1948 to A&M Foster, Dinnington, YG 7832 was fit-
ted with a new KW, Bispham, FC33F body in 1952, as shown in Torque no. 72.  It was 
withdrawn in 1/61 and used as a breakdown truck.  The old NCME body was re-used 
on an AEC Regal, FV 2547, belonging to Burrows, Wombwell, Yorks, as seen in this 
photograph.  
 Sister bus, YG 7831, ran in service for only eight years after which it was 
converted to a towbus 
for the TJOC fleet.  It 
is currently being re-
stored back to a full-
size bus by your edi-
tor – more to follow in 
due course.
 The vehicle 
behind YG 7832 was 
NET 700, Bedford 
SBG 45056, Burlin-
gham 6133 C41F new 
3/56 to Billies, Mex-
borough. 

FV 2547, with Burrows and looking rather tired with a sag in its NCME body.  
(Mike Fenton collection)

Todmorden YG 7831, after being shortened and fitted with a 
Harvey-Frost crane.                 (Mike Sutcliffe)



38 LEYLAND TORQUE No. 73    Autumn 2016

NEW ITEMS
Hill, Tredegar, Leyland Tiger or Lion?  WN 3127
 Despite the Lion radiator, the bus on the right is recorded as a Tiger TS2, new 
in 1930 to E Harris of Morriston.  Photographed after the War with Hill, what can 
readers tell us about the bodywork it carries or its original owner?

(Alan B Cross)

(OS – Derek Giles)

Leewoolin Clothes, Leyland Tiger TS6, AKH 777
 Clearly this is a works bus but with a number of coach features.  The badge 
collectors seem to have got at the radiator.  What is known about the body builder 
and any previous owners? 
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J.Wood, Mirfield, Leyland Leopard, Q652 WWJ
 Here is Joe Wood’s Leopard in Dewsbury Bus Station just setting-off to 
Mirfield.  How did it come by its ‘Q’ registration?

 (J Nye)

(OS – Roy Marshall)

Towler, Liverpool, Leyland Lion or Tiger?  CK 4535
 The history of this rather ungainly looking coach with Lion registration and 
Tiger Cov-rad radiator is proving difficult to establish, can anybody please help?
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 Leyland’s official photographer had a busy two days before Christmas 
1930 –  the Hockey Club Dance, TD1s for St. Helens and Binningtons, Michelin 
Tyres’ special Tiger and a TG1 van for Bryant and May.  After the holiday the first 
assignment was to record the Company’s East Lancs service depot.  An overcast sky 
and a veil of murky mist softened the outline of nearby buildings and the pattern of 
setts paving the dreary road between and the three boys by the gas lamp probably 
had chilblains and chapped knees despite their long socks.  Drivers peering over the 
cab doors could easily miss those depot gates eighty-odd years before Satnav!

Two more December 1930 views – Where in Burnley is this?  (BCVMT  L008754-56)
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 Oswald Tillotson was Leyland’s “Sole Accredited LEYLAND Agent for East 
Lancashire”, situated 
in Burnley up to 1930.  
His business apparently 
started in 1910 and by 
February 1922 was 
trading from Gannow 
Top Engineering Works.  
The first photograph that 
appears in the Leyland 
archive showing the 
Tillotson premises is in 
December 1921, and a 
smart establishment it 
was, with a magnificent 
showroom.  Compare this with the photograph opposite and taken nine years later – 
the same premises.
 The first Leyland bought by Tillotson appears to have been an X2.40hp flat-
bed lorry, CW 524, capable of being converted to a charabanc, probably with an 
interchangeable body.  It was no.2 in his Carriers’fleet , first registered in February 

Tillotson’s first Leyland, no.2, CW 524, with its modern cab and charabanc windscreen. 
(BCVMT  LB0844)

The front of the Tillotson premises in December 1921 when 
looking quite new, displaying a rebuilt RAF Type and two 
smaller Leyland chassis.               BCVMT  L001458
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1912 to JO Tillotson 
(also stated to be 
OJ, presumably the 
same man) with 
Guy Street, Burnley 
given as the address.  
Expansion clearly 
came quickly as no.3, 
CW 632,  arrived in 
July 1912, a very 
late X.35hp Leyland 
(with the earlier 
“T”head engine), then 
CW 684, described as 
a Leyland 35-40hp 
lorry in October 1912.
 

 1913 saw the arrival of at least three more Leylands.   CW 743 was a 40hp 
Leyland (probably model X3.40.X2), a convertible Chara/Lorry arriving in March, 
followed by CW 798/99 in May, both model X3.40.W.  CW 759 appears to have been 
a fourth 1913 Leyland judging by the photograph here though there’s no surviving 
registration record of this 
wagon.  When war was 
declared in August 1914, 
all of the Leylands were 
requisitioned by the War 
Office, not to return.
 Tillotson’s name 
then crops up again when, 
as Leyland’s Burnley agent, 
he supplied three Leyland 
G chassis in January 1919 
to Todmorden Corporation, 
a very early delivery for 
the post WW1 period.  
Todmorden was very lucky to get these so soon and they were registered by Tillotson 
in Burnley as CW 1298, CW 684 and CW 1744.  The latter was a new issue but the first 
two were re-issues, CW 684 having been on one of the requisitioned 1912 Leyland 
lorries.  These were followed in mid 1920 by three more Leylands for Todmorden; 
a rebuilt War Office Subsidy A machine (“RAF Type), CW 1946, and two model G1 
chassis, CW 1964/66.  Tillotson was very active in Burnley with a large number of 
Leylands being registered in that town until the licensing system changed in 1921.
 In the photographic archive at Leyland there is a picture in the “PF” series 

On the railway bridge at Leyland, no.3, CW 632, had the earlier 
X.35hp engine as shown by the lower radiator top tank and engine 
mounting bolts.                (BCVMT  LB0942)

What appears to be CW 759, this was a Leyland X3.40.W 
(X3 40hp engine with W Class 6 ton back axle.  

(BCVMT  LB0823)
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(now “LPF”), taken around December 1923 showing Tillotson’s premises and 
showroom, but this is a different property.  So, where was it and how did it relate to 
the East Lancashire Depot?
 The Wall Street crash happened in October 1929 and though Leyland’s order 
book was still very full in January 1930, the prospects for new orders was looking 
poor.  Management reports say that agents Evinson and Birmingham Garages were 
not performing satisfactorily and Tillotson appeared to have his “eye off the ball” be-
ing distracted by the formation of his new public company Oswald Tillotson (1929) 
Ltd.  By June 1930, he had gone  – “defected to The AEC”.  Evinson was “in negotia-
tion with The AEC” (presumably he did not go?-Ed.) and Leyland were interviewing 
an ex-AEC depot manager who “might do for Evinson’s territory”  Leyland Motors 
were now looking for new premises in Burnley – hence the photographs being taken 
that winter.
          The December General Manager’s Report states – “The AEC: unquestionably the 
tussle between ourselves and The AEC has seriously out-paced all other competitors.  
We have been out-bid by senseless cuts generally on the part of Tillotson and his 
backers, to a lesser extent by the publicity efforts of The AEC with regards to their 
diesel activities”.
          Tillotson went on to successfully sell AECs and then in October 1933 merged 
with Bouts Bros Ltd to form Bouts-Tillotson Transport Ltd to promote their road 
haulage business.  They took-over Ryburn Transport among others but ran into 
financial difficulties being under-capitalised and were taken over by Holdsworth-
Hanson in 1935.  The combine was then nationalised in 1948 with the BTC acquiring 
the group.

Another Tillotson showroom  c1923/24 – Where was this?  (BCVMT  LPF 1040)
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LETTERS  ETC.
Spilsby UDC, FK6 FW 9545,“Betsy” – from Paul Bundy
 I have just joined The Leyland Society and find the magazine extremely 
interesting.   I currently help with not only the preservation of a Leyland Cub fire 
engine, FW 9545, (FK6, 13977) but also I help a chap who drives it all over the county 
of Lincolnshire raising 
funds for The 
Firefighters Charity.  The 
Cub’s name is Betsy and 
she was new to Spilsby 
Urban District Council 
in 1937.  During the war 
she was taken to London 
to help during the Blitz 
but we know not where 
or when she returned.  
However, on returning 
she served at Scunthorpe 
and Gainsborough 
before ending service 
at Louth in 1965.  After 
service she was stored at different locations and became derelict.  In time a decision 
was made to put her in a museum and a preservation committee was formed by 
mostly serving firemen to use her for fund raising. 
 Although technically owned by Lincolnshire Fire Service, the committee run 
her and have the majority of ‘say’ in what is done with her.  Betsy is kept in her own 
specially built bay at the new Louth Fire Station and attends around thirty five events 
over the course of a year.  Included are fire-fighters’ weddings and sadly funerals.  
We sell fire related toys, pens, key rings etc and all the money from sales goes to the 
charity, also children can have their photos taken in the driving seat for which we 
say “donations welcome”. The photo money goes toward the ongoing preservation 
of Betsy.  In the last year I have repaired the spot lamp and re-painted and lined the 
bonnet.  I do not charge for the work as then the funds can be saved in case there is 
a major outlay one day.  
 I would like to find out more of her history and perhaps the other members 
can help.  Ron Henderson sent me a photo of Betsy taken after her repaint at 
Market Rasen when her livery was changed from Lindsey County Fire Brigade to 
Lincolnshire Fire Brigade.  This caused outrage at the time as many people felt her 
identity had been lost,  along with the old hand painted insignia.   I have also become 
somewhat obsessed with photographing remaining Leyland Cub fire engines at 
the many museums and 999 days I attend.  I have the excellent Leyland Society 
publication on 1930s Leyland fire engines . 
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MacBrayne’s DGE 950/51 – from John Sinclair
 The photograph of Leyland Tiger TS11, DGE 951, on page 45 of Torque No.72, 
also portrays another rare feature in that it exhibits a short-lived cream and black liv-
ery in 1947, with a silhouette of the Highland warrior under the black “MacBraynes” 

f l e e t n a m e .   
Interestingly, 
it received a 
replacement 
body from the 
same era after 
being sold to 
Paton of Ren-
frew in 1949 
(with its sis-
ter DGE 950).  
DGE 951 was 
rebodied in 
1956 with a 
second-hand 

Two views of a similar Burlinghan utility bodied Tiger TS11, EDK 726, built for Yelloway 
Motor Services, Rochdale and in wartime livery.  Note the entrance door at the top of the 
stairs, also compare this body with the mystery body on page 31 of the last issue, Torque 
No.72, TH 2727, the subject of Odd Bodies, also commented upon on page 36 of this issue.  

(OS collection)

(Alan Nightingale collection)

MacBrayne’s DGE 950/51 – from John Bennett.
 Publication of the picture of DGE 951 reminds me to pose the question as to 
the rebuilding of these two Leyland Tiger TS11s.  They both have sliding entrance 
doors and I feel sure this must be a post-war alteration as the standard Burlingham 
“utility” body had the door at the top of the entrance steps.  The roof top luggage 
rack would be a very necessary addition as the emergency door was in the middle of 
the rear of the body so no luggage boot could be provided.  These fine vehicles were 
withdrawn in 1949 and Paton Brothers of Renfrew were no doubt very pleased to 
acquire some young Leylands.  So, when and why were the entrances rebuilt?
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Alexander B39F 
body, probably 
from SMT’s 1940 
batch of Ley-
land Tiger TS8s  
(DSC 302-321) as 
seen in this pic-
ture of Robert 
Grieves.  It was 
last licensed to 
Paton in July 
1960, though 
DGE 950 ran until 
1957.
 

 

COVER PICTURES
Front Cover                    
 The first Leyland Royal Tiger had a very attractive forty four seater body by 
Brush which gave a hint of what was to come from Leyland’s South Works body 
shop, particularly in terms of the aluminium mouldings.  Later Brush bodies on 
Royal Tigers were built to a different design.  MTC 757 was a model PSU1/15, 
line no.1 with chassis no.495666, which indicates that it was in the 1949 build 
programme.  It was originally used by Leyland Motors as a demonstrator, as seen in 
this photograph, being first registered in September 1950 and going on demonstration 
to West Hartlepool, Southdown, Edinburgh and other operators, before being sold in 
November 1951 to Simpson (Pennine Motor Services), Gargrave, West Yorks.  With 
Pennine, it was painted in their orange, pale green and black livery – does any reader 
know the original livery as a demonstrator?   Pennine withdrew the bus from service 
in August 1967 after which it was scrapped.         (OS – CF Klapper)  

Back Cover   
         Registered SSM 258 in Dumfries, this Leyland Octopus ran for The Airscrew 
Co & Jicwood Ltd, later Airscrew-Weyrock Ltd.  It is probably model 22.O/4A with 
chassis no.551500, new in August 1955.  If it is a model 24.O/4 it would be chassis 
no.552127, new in October 1955.  Quite common on these Octopuses (Octopi?!) 
were these 24 inch wheels with 40 x 8 Straight Sided tyres, being sizes that go back 
to the late 1920s. The large load is well sheeted, with oil drums strapped on top and 
hauling a 4-ton drawbar trailer.  Long since gone are those massive telegraph poles 
which used to run alongside the various trunk roads, possibly this one being the A6 
near Preston.            (BCVMT L059895)

DGE 951, in the fleet of Paton Bros, with its Alexander body.
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 Opinions and views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 
Society, its officers or the Editor. The Editor would be pleased if members could bring to his 
attention any errors. Every effort is made to give due credit for all photographs and material 
used. Should there be any unintended breach of copyright, then the Editor must be informed to 
enable acknowledgement to be made. Under the Data Protection Act 1984, the Society gives 
notice that membership records, Leyland Vehicle Register details and Leyland Torque dispatch 
information are held in a database. The Society undertakes that this information is not divulged 
to any outside agency or individual.
 This issue of Leyland Torque has been produced by Mike Sutcliffe, with proof reading 
by Gordon Brooke. It was printed by AB Print Group, Leeds. Distribution by RnB Mailing, 
Leeds. Items for inclusion in the Winter 2016 issue should be sent to the Editor by 20th 
October 2016, please.

 The streamlined Leyland-Thomas No.1 record breaking car was considered 
to be the “Cat’s Whisker” when it appeared in 1924, very fast and particularly quiet 
running for a racing car.  Its lines were clean and tasteful, in fact thoroughly modern 
for its time, however its ridiculously long and streamlined tail must have brought 
smiles to a lot of faces!  Your editor is seen here talking to David Haywood at our 
Leyland Society Gathering in July at the Leyland Assembly Plant of Leyland Trucks.  
David has spent over 20 years recreating this magnificent car using many Leyland 
Eight parts, including the engine which had been in one of the Leyland Eights which 
was raced at Brooklands by Parry Thomas in the 1920s.                        (David Berry)

“YOU CAN’T TREAD ON THE TAIL OF A TIGER” NOR ON THE 
TAIL OF A LEYLAND EIGHT! 

(an old Leyland slogan)



Leyland Fleet Series
Books recording the operators and fleets of important Leyland customers
• Wigan Corporation £7.95
• Southport Corporation £7.95
• Leigh Corporation £8.95
• Leyland Fire Engines 1930-1942 £8.95
• Buses of Burnley, Colne & Nelson £8.95
• Plymouth City Corporation £8.95
• The History of Halton Borough Transport £8.95
• Ribble Double Deck Coaches £8.95
• Edinburgh Corporation & Lothian £9.95
• The Leyland Lion (Origins to 1929) £14.95       Prices including P&P

Leyland Torque and Journal
All back numbers of Torque and Journal are 
available
• £6.00 for Torque
• £8.00 for Journal
(With special deals for larger quantities)

Binders are also available which hold 8 issues
• £8.00 for Torque
• £9.00 for Journal
Prices inc P&P 

Society Clothing
Placket Sweatshirt
Available in Navy Blue, and Burgundy
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
£25.84 inc P&P                                     
Polo Shirts, Body Warmers and High Visibility 
Waistcoasts are also available, more details 
can be obtained at www.leylandsociety.co.uk

Rally Mementos
Available for most Leyland Gatherings see website 
or brochure for other Badges available.
The Badges shown here are from the most  
recent Rallies.
Price £7.00 each including P&P

See our website for special offers - www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Please send your order to the address below

All prices include P&P for UK orders only (non-UK by arrangement)
Payments should be made to “The Leyland Society”

The Leyland Society, 2 Severn View, Cinderford, Glos, GL14 2XE

Baseball Cap £11.99
inc P&P

SOCIETY SALES



www.leylandsociety.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1137856




